24 FEBRUARY 1997
NEW FOREST DI STRI CT COUNCI L
M nutes of a neeting of the New Forest District Council

hel d at Appletree Court, Lyndhurst on Mnday, 24
February 1997.
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p Cdlr Mss S A Cooke - Chairnman
p dIlr J A GHutchins JP - Vice-Chairnmn

Counci |l l ors: Counci |l | ors:

K E Austin p Ms A M Howe
Ms O A M Badl and e J M Hoy

S Bail ey M R Jones

P A Baker p MJ Kendal

Ms P D Baker p G N D Locock

Maj or C Beeton MBE p Ms B M Maynard
Ms C A Bi anchi p N D M MCeorge
E R Bowring p Ms M MLean

D S Burdl e p S M Noel
J E Col es p RF Oton

M R Cox p P G Pearce-Snith
D E Cracknel | C G Ransden
W F Croydon p AWR ce TD

B D Dash p B Ri ckman

G Dawson p Mss GMRickus CBE
J J Dawson p Ms MJ Robinson
M ss P A Drake p DN Scott

K W Drew p Lt Col MJ Shand
B C Earwi cker p S A Shepherd
A S Enery p Ms B Snith

Ms L K Errington p Ms L P Snashall
R K Goodri dge p G Spikins
WJ G eer p Ms J K Vernon-Jackson MBE JP
R C H Hale p MS Wade

L E Harris p S S Wade

D Harrison e Dr M N Witehead
F R Harrison p Ms D WIson

S A Hayes p Ms P A Weth

Oficers Attending:

I B Mackintosh, NJ Gbbs, DA Gurney, E S Johnson, Ms E
Mal colm Ms A Allport, Ms J Livesey and T R Si npson.

M NUTES.

RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the neeting held on 6 January 1997,
having been circul ated, be signed by the Chairnan as a
correct record.

CHAI RVAN' S ANNOUNCEMENTS.

(a) Councillor J J Dawson



(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

(9)

The Chairman wel coned back Clr J J Dawson
following his recent stay in hospital

Sout h West Trains

The Chairman inforned nmenbers that she was
concerned about the sudden cutting of services by
South West Trains and that, with the support of the
Li beral Denocrat group, she would be witing to the
Regul ator to request that the action be reviewed and
appropriate sanctions utilised. She asked that the
Leaders of the Conservative and | ndependent groups
confirm after the neeting whether they w shed to
support the representations.

| SO 9002 Certificate

The Chairnman congratulated M D Adans, Ms T
Cowley and M S Littlecott on the award of an 1SO
9002 Certificate for the management of engi neering
works contracts and congratul ated the teamon their
achi evenent.

Enpty Homes Strat egy

The Chairnan was pl eased to announce that, at

the National Enpty Honmes conference held on 17
February 1997, the Chairman of Housing Comm ttee had
been presented with the award for t he nost
successful rural enpty honmes strategy for t he
Council’s success in filling 200 properties in 18
months and its general contribution towards the
enpty homes canpai gn.

I nvestors in People Award

The Chairnman was al so delighted to announce

that it was with extrene pride that she had accepted
the I nvestors in People Award from Ri chard Hastil ow,
the Managing Director of the Hanpshire Training and
Enterprise Council. She congratul ated enployees,
managers, directors and her fell ow nmenbers for their
part in achieving this accolade. A standing ovation
fol | oned.

M E S Johnson

The Chairnan reported that this was the |ast
nmeeting of the Council at which M E S Johnson, the
Di rector of Planning, would be present. On  behal f
of menbers, she formally thanked himfor everything
he had done for the District and wished himall the
very best for the future.

Bad Weat her

The Chairnman announced that the Southanpton

Weather Centre was forecasting 80nmph w nds that
evening, wth the New Forest area being badly
af f ect ed. Wthout wi shing to prevent debate, she
encouraged nenbers to be brief and to avoi d



56.

57.

repetition so as not to prolong the neeting unduly.
PETI TI ON

The Chairman stated that she proposed to accept a
petition from M J Wods. Although Standing Orders
provided for a petition to stand referred to t he
conmittee wthin whose ternms of reference it fell, the
Chairman believed that it was in the Council’'s best
interests to consider the petition nowas a nmatter of
urgency and call ed upon Ms Wods to cone forward.

Ms Wbods indicated that the petition related to the reply
given to Ms Ann at Policy and Resources Committee’'s
public participation period on 5 February 1997 and
concerned the Council’s response to remarks nmade by dlIr

Ri ce. She petitioned the Council formally to censure
Clr Rice for his honmophobic remarks and for the censure
to be recorded in the Council minutes. 1In the reply to

Ms Ann’s question, Clr Coles had stated that the Libera

Democrat nenbers totally disassociated thenmselves from
Clr Rce's remarks and Clr Geer, the Leader of the
Conservative Group, and dlr Rice had apol ogi sed for any
hur t caused. However, there had been no official

st at ement by the Council as a whole. Vs Whods,
therefore, called upon the Council to fulfil the pronises
made in its equal opportunities policy docunent and to
take the action requested.

In reply, the Chairnman of Policy and Resources Conmittee
indicated that, while he may not have used the word
"censure" in his response to Ms Ann, he believed he was
quite explicit when he had said that the Liberal Denocrat
group totally disassociated itself with the comments made
by dIlr Rce. He was sorry if Ms Wods was unhappy that
the Council had not formally censured Clr Rice by using
the words she would like. However, he believed that the
Council’s policy and views were wel | known and
docunented. On being proposed by Clr Col es and seconded
by dlr Geer, it was:-

RESCLVED

That the response made by the Chairman of Policy and
Resources Committee at the neeting on 5 February 1997 be
endorsed and that all nenbers be urged to avoid the use
of hurtful and unacceptable |anguage in Conmmittee and
Council nmeetings in the future.

LElI SURE SERVI CES COW TTEE

The Chairnman of the Comrittee presented the mnutes of
the neeting held on 7 January 1997

On the notion that the nminutes be received -
(a) Devel opnment at Vaggs Lane, Hordle (M nute 55)
Clr Bowing noved that this matter be referred

back for further consideration on the grounds that
28,000 had already been allocated from devel opers
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contributions and there was already a pavilion on
the recreation ground. Alowing this to proceed
woul d nean that there would not be anything left for
the Community Association. The mgjority of nenbers
i ndi cated their support for this course of action

RESOLVED:
That the ninutes be received, subject to ninute

55 relating to devel opnment at Vaggs Lane, Hordle,
being referred back for further consideration

PLANNI NG AND TRANSPORTATI ON COVMM TTEE.

The

Chairman of the Committee presented the ninutes of

the nmeetings held on 8 January and 12 February 1997

On the notion that the m nutes be received -

(a)

b)

(¢)

(d)

(e)

M nutes (Mnute 178)

Clr Burdle drew attention to the fact that the

om ssion which he had raised at the |ast Counci
nmeeti ng had not been picked up when the minutes had
been approved as correct records. The Chairman of
the Committee confirned that the point raised by
Clr Burdle had been included in the mnutes so an
anendnent had not been required

Anpress Works, Southanpton Road, Lynington and
Bol dre (M nute 185)

Clr Vernon-Jackson disclosed a non-pecuniary
interest in this mnute but, as there was no
di scussion or voting thereon, she remai ned present.

Royal Naval Armanments Depot Site, Marchwood
(M nute 204)

In response to a query, the Chairman of the
Conmmittee wundertook to let dIr Kendal know in
writing when the further report would be presented.

Anpress Works, Southanpton Road, Lynington and
Bol dre (M nute 206)

Clr Vernon-Jackson disclosed a non-pecuniary
interest in this itemand, having | eft the neeting,
took no part in the discussion thereon

Clr Robinson disclosed a pecuniary interest in
this itembut indicated that she had a di spensation
to speak on the natter.

A nunber of menbers asked what would be done

about the provision of a hospital for Lynmington. It
was reported that a neeting of interested parties
was due to take place on 28 February 1997

Adj our nment and Resunption of Meeting (M nute 208)
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Both CIrs Hayes and Scott drew attention to
the fact that they had been in attendance at the
aft ernoon session.

RESOLVED
That the m nutes be received.
CENTRAL SERVI CES COW TTEE

The Chairman of the Committee presented the ninutes of
the neeting held on 14 January 1997

On the notion that the minutes be received -
(a) Capital and Revenue Estimates 1997/98 (M nute 48)

Clr Kendal drew attention to the fact that the
estimates included 3,000 for the storage of
hazardous waste at MIford and asked whether the
Parish Council had been consulted on the proposal
and whether it would be a permanent arrangenent. In
reply, the Chairman of the Comrittee gave an
assurance that a witten response would be sent to
dIr Kendal

(b) Conpul sory Conpetitive Tendering - Construction
and Property Services (Mnute 51)

Attention was drawn to the fact that the de
mnims threshold had been | owered and not raised.
However, the accuracy of the minute was a matter for
Central Services Committee itself.

In response to a query, the Chairman of the
Committee confirmed that the Council conmplied with
the compul sory conpetitive tendering |egislation
Anot her rmenber questioned the use of the term de
mnims and called for the use of plain English. It
was explained that this was a Governnent term but an
expl anation could be given in brackets when it was
used in the future

RESOLVED:

That the ninutes be received.
ENVI RONVENTAL SERVI CES AND LI CENSI NG COVM TTEE.
The Chairman of the Committee presented the ninutes of
the nmeeting held on 16 January 1997 and drew attention to
a mnmnor error in Mnute 64, nanely that the reference to
"Sout hanpton and District Health Authority” in (d) of the
resolution should read "Southanpton and South West
Hanpshire Health Authority".
On the notion that the m nutes be received -

(a) Ceneteries - Review of Fees and Charges (M nute 62)

One nenber queried why the cost of preparing
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and backfilling graves had increased when the new
grounds mai nt enance contract represented a saving to
the Council. It was explained that the contract was
cheaper in overall terms but that this element of it
was nore expensive.

(b) Environment - A Key Area for Health of the
Nation? (M nute 64)

The request for the inclusion of transport as a
topic area for the Governnent’s Health of the Nation
Strategy was queried. The Chairnman of the Committee
confirmed that transport was seen to be an air
quality issue, which had a bearing on heal th
matters.

RESCOLVED:
That the m nutes be received.
HOUSI NG COW TTEE.

The Chairnman of the Comrittee presented the mnutes of
the nmeeting held on 21 January 1997

On the notion that the m nutes be received -

(a) Capital and Housing Revenue Account Estinates
1997/98 (M nute 46)

In response to a question, the Chairnman of the
Committee confirnmed that the Housi ng Revenue Account
wor ki ng bal ance woul d not be reduced to |ess than
0.75 mllion.

RESOLVED
That the m nutes be received.
POLI CY AND RESOURCES COWM TTEE

The Chairnman of the Comrittee presented the mnutes of
the neeting held on 5 February 1997

On the motion that the mnutes be received and the
recomendat i ons adopted -

(a) General Fund Revenue Budget 1997/98 (M nute 81)

Clr Kendal nmved and dIr Geer seconded an
anendnent for the substitution of "14.090 nillion"
for "15.480 mllion" in recomrendation (a) and for
recommendation (b) to read:

"(b) That the General Fund revenue budget for
1997/98 be approved, giving a District counci
tax of 81.84."

When it was queried whether the proposed amendnent
to recommendation (a) was correct since that rel ated
to 1996/97, dlIr Kendal withdrew that part of his



amendnment. A notion to suspend Standing O der 14(4)
to permt CIlr Kendal to speak for five mnutes was
carried.

In support of his proposed amendnent, CIr Kenda
drew attention to the saving of 1.5% on gross
expenditure, which he believed could be achieved in
spite of the reduced | evel of CGovernnment grant and
wi t hout cutting services.

During the ensuing debate, it was argued that the
Council’s expenditure had only risen by 0.5%in rea
terms and that the proposed anendnent represented a
4.2% cut on net expenditure, which would have to
result in redundancies. At this point, Clr Snith
disclosed a pecuniary interest inthis item and,
having left the nmeeting, took no further part in the
di scussi on or voting thereon.

In his reply, the Chairnman of the Conmittee set out
the case for having a budget at capping level and
gave exanples of the cuts which would have to foll ow
if the amendnment was accepted. He also gave an
assurance that all opportunities for making further
savings would be reviewed in a planned way, wth
implications for services being properly assessed
and Policy and Resources Comittee t aki ng a
corporate overview. At this point, Cdlr M S Wde
disclosed a pecuniary interest in the item and,
having left the meeting, took no part in the voting
t her eon.

The anendnent was | ost.
RESOLVED

That the m nutes be received and the recommendati ons
adopt ed.

63. COUNCI L TAX 1997/ 98 ( REPORT A)

RESOLVED:

(a)

That it be noted that, at its neeting on 6
January 1997, the Council calculated the follow ng
anounts for the year 1997/98 in accordance wth
regul ati ons nade under Section 33(5) of the Loca
Gover nment Fi nance Act 1992: -

(i) 66,563.14 being the anount cal cul ated by
the Council, in accordance with regul ation 3 of
the Local Authorities (Calculation of Counci
Tax Base) Regulations 1992, as its council tax
base for the year.

(ii) LOCAL COUNCI L AREA
ASHURST & COLBURY 903. 66

BEAULI EU 462. 61
BOLDRE 1, 005. 96



(b)

That

BRAMSHAW 323.13

BRANSGORE 1,824.03
BREAMORE 183. 08
BROCKENHURST 1, 707.85
BURLEY 755. 95
COPYTHORNE 1, 160. 58
DAMERHAM 231.81
DENNY LODGE 153. 43
EAST BOLDRE 388. 16
ELLI NGHAM HARBRI DGE & | BSLEY 575. 22
EXBURY & LEPE 93. 60
FAW.EY 4, 652. 65
FORDI NGBRI DGE 2,251.03
HALE 252. 28
HORDLE 2,165. 15
HYDE 485. 96
HYTHE & DI BDEN 7, 069. 97
LYM NGTON & PENNI NGTON 6, 429. 72
LYNDHURST 1, 338. 38
MARCHWOOD 1, 745. 39
MARTI N 184. 82
M LFORD- ON- SEA 2, 480. 26
M NSTEAD 356. 50
NETLEY MARSH 802. 34
NEW M LTON 9, 848. 07
RI NGAOCD 5, 089. 74
ROCKBOURNE 162. 85
SANDLEHEATH 247. 87
SOPLEY 290. 31
SVAY 1,575. 11
TOTTON & ELI NG 9,022. 84
VWH TSBURY 95. 04
WOODGREEN 247.79

66, 563. 14
bei ng the anpunts cal cul ated by the Council, in
accor dance W th regul ati on 6 of t he
Regul ati ons, as the anpbunts of its council tax

base for the year for dwellings in those parts
of its area to which one or nore special itens
rel ate.

the foll owi ng amobunts be now cal cul ated by the

Council for the year 1997/98 in accordance wth

Sect i

ons 32 to 36 of the Local Governnment and

Fi nance Act 1992: -

(i)

(i)

(iii)

68, 723, 815 bei ng the aggregate of
t he anount s whi ch t he Counci
estimates for the itens set out in
Section 32(2)(a) to (e) of the Act.

51, 163, 024 bei ng the aggregate of
t he anount s whi ch t he Counci
estimates for the itens set out in
Section 32(3)(a) to (c) of the Act.

17,560, 791 bei ng the anount by
which the aggregate at (b)(i) above
exceeds the aggregate at (b)(ii)



above, calculated by the Council in
accordance with Section 32(4) of the
Act, as its budget requirenent for
t he year.

9,462,120 bei ng the aggregate of
the sums which the Council estimates
wi |l be payable for the year into its
gener al fund in respect of
redi stributed non-donestic rates and
revenue support grant, increased by
the anount of the sums which the
Council estimates will be transferred
in the year fromits collection fund
to its general fund in accordance
with Section 97(3) of the Local
Governent Finance Act 1988 (Counci
Tax Surplus), and increased by the
amount of any sum whi ch the Counci
estimates wll be transferred from
its collection fund to its genera
fund pursuant to the Collection Fund
(Conmuni ty Charges) directions under
Section 98(4) of the Local Governnent
Fi nance Act 1988 nade on 15 January
1997 (Conmunity Charge Surplus).

121. 66 bei ng t he anount at
(b)(iii) above less the anobunt at
(b)(iv) above, all divided by the
amount at (a)(i) above, calcul ated by
t he Counci | in accordance W th
Section 33(1) of the Act, as the
basic anmpunt of its council tax for
t he year.

2,002, 545 being the aggregate
anount of all special itens referred
to in Section 34(1) of the Act.

91. 58 bei ng the anobunt at (b)(v)
above less the result given by
dividing the amount at (b)(vi) above
by the amount at (a)(i) above,
cal cul at ed by t he Counci | in
accordance with Section 34(2) of the
Act, as the basic anount of its
Counci | Tax for the year for
dwellings in those parts of its area
to which no special itemrelates

LOCAL COUNCI L AREA

(iv)
(v)
(vi)
(vii)

(Viii)
ASHURST &
BEAULI EU
BOLDRE
BRANSHAW
BRANSGORE

BREAMORE

CCOLBURY 105. 41
98. 06
104. 27
102. 41
100. 52
98. 13



BROCKENHURST 102. 12

BURLEY 95.55
COPYTHORNE 98. 39
DAVERHAM 97. 62
DENNY LODGE 96. 14
EAST BCOLDRE 100. 60
ELLI NGHAM HARBRI DCE & | BSLEY 99. 23
EXBURY & LEPE 96. 92
FAW.EY 149. 99
FORDI NGBRI DGE 132. 58
HALE 100. 50
HORDLE 107. 29
HYDE 97.75
HYTHE & DI BDEN 131. 94
LYM NGTON & PENNI NGTON 129. 82
LYNDHURST 99. 05
MARCHWOOD 144. 32
MARTI N 105.11
M LFORD- ON- SEA 105. 05
M NSTEAD 101. 40
NETLEY MARSH 99. 19
NEW M LTON 122. 48
Rl NGWOOD 115.55
ROCKBOURNE 95. 26
SANDL EHEATH 101. 67
SCPLEY 100. 19
SWAY 109. 99
TOTTON & ELI NG 132. 41
VHI TSBURY 96. 84
WOODGREEN 99. 65

bei ng the anbunts given by adding to the anpunt
at (b)(vii) above the ampunts of the special
item or itens relating to dwellings in those
parts of the Council’s area mentioned above
divided in each case by the amount at (a)(ii)
above, calculated by the Council in accordance
with Section 34(3) of the Act, as the basic
amounts of its council tax for the vyear for
dwellings in those parts of its area to which
one or nore special itens relate.

(i x) PART OF THE COUNCI LS AREA

These are the District plus Town/Parish Counci
el enents only. See pages 11-12 for the full anmounts

of Council Tax.
[ SEE HARD COPY FOR COUNCI L TAX AMOUNTS]

being the amunts given by nmultiplying the anounts
at (b)(vii) and (b)(viii) above by the nunber which

in the proportion set out in Section 5(1) of the
Act, is applicable to dwellings listed in a
particular valuation band divided by the nunber
which in that proportion is applicable to dwellings
listed in valuation band D, calculated by the
Council in accordance with Section 36(1) of the Act,
as the amounts to be taken into account for the year
in respect of categories of dwellings listed in
di f ferent val uati on bands.



(c) That it be noted that, for the year 1997/98, the
Hanpshire County Council and the Hanpshire Police
Aut hority have stated the following anbunts in
precepts issued to the Council, in accordance wth
Section 40 of the Local Governnent Finance Act 1992,
for each of the categories of dwellings shown bel ow -

PRECEPTI NG AUTHORI TY
[ SEE HARD COPY FOR FI GURES]

(d) That, having calculated the aggregate in each case
of the ampunts at (b)(ix) and (c) above, the
Council, in accordance with Section 30(2) of the
Local CGovernnent Finance Act 1992, hereby sets the
foll owi ng anmounts as the anmpbunts of council tax for

the year 1997/98 for each of the categories of
dwel | i ngs shown bel ow: -

PART OF THE COUNCI L' S AREA
[ SEE HARD COPY FOR FI GURES]
64. SEALI NG OF DOCUNMENTS.
RESCOLVED:
That the Common Seal of the Council be affixed to any
orders, deeds or docunents necessary to give effect to

any deci sions nade at this neeting.

CHAI RVAN



