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4 NOVEMBER 1996
NEW FOREST DI STRI CT COUNCI L
M nutes of a neeting of the New Forest District Council

hel d at Appletree Court, Lyndhurst on Mnday, 4 Novenber
1996.

p dlr Mss S A Cooke - Chairnman

p dlr J A GHutchins JP - Vice-Chairnan
Counci |l | ors: Counci |l l ors:
K E Austin p Ms A M Howe
Ms O A M Badl and p J M Hoy
S Bail ey p MR Jones
P A Baker p MJ Kendal
Ms P D Baker p G N D Locock
Maj or C Beeton MBE p Ms B M Mynard
Ms C A Bi anchi p N D M MGeorge
E R Bowring p Ms M MLean
D S Burdle p S M Noel
J E Col es e RF Oton
M R Cox p P G Pearce-Snith
D E Cracknell p C G Ransden
W F Croydon p AWRice TD
B D Dash p B Rickman
G Dawson p Mss GMRickus CBE
J J Dawson p Ms MJ Robinson
M ss P A Drake p D N Scott
K W Drew p Lt Col MJ Shand
B C Earwi cker p S A Shepherd
A S Enery p Ms B Snith
Ms L K Errington p Ms L P Snashall
R K CGoodri dge p G Spikins
WJ Geer p Ms J K Vernon-Jackson MBE JP
R CHHale p MS \Wade
L E Harris p S S Wade
D Harrison p Dr MN Witehead
F R Harrison p Ms D WIson
S A Hayes p Ms P A Weth

Oficers Attending:

I B M Mackintosh, NJ G bbs, DA Gurney, E S Johnson,
Ms A Alport, P Crabb, Ms J Livesey, T Sinpson and G
Tonbs

M NUTES.

RESCLVED:

That the nminutes of the neeting held on 29 July 1996,
havi ng been circul ated, be signed by the Chairman as a
correct record.

PETI TI ONS.

Petitions asking the Council not to introduce car
par ki ng charges were received fromM J Gant on behalf
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of the New Forest Federation of Chanbers of Conmerce,
and M D Sinpson, Ferry Master at Hythe. Standing
Orders provided for a petition to stand referred to the
Conmittee within whose terns of reference it fel

unl ess, in the opinion of the Chairman, it was deened
urgent. In view of the fact that the Council would be
considering the recomendati ons of Policy and Resources
Conmittee on this issue, the Chairman decided that it
woul d be appropriate to consider the petitions at the
sanme tine as those reconmendati ons.

CHAI RVAN' S ANNOUNCEMENTS.
(a) M P Mlloy

The Chairman congratul ated M Ml l oy, Senior

Caretaker at Ri ngwood Public O fices, who had won the

best public office award in the "R ngwood in Bl oont
conpetition for the last three years and had been
runner-up for two years before that. She presented
M Mlloy with a tankard as a token of appreciation
for his efforts.

(b) 1SO 9002 Certificate

The Chairnman congratulated M J Bennett, M R
Culliford, Ms S Thomas and Ms J West on the award of

an |1 SO 9002 certificate for the adm nistrati on of non-

donestic rate collection and congratul ated the team
on their achievenent.

(c) Councillor J J Dawson

The Chai rnman announced that Clr J J Dawson had
been el ected the first Chairman of Sport South for
the period until June 1997. She explained that Sport
Sout h had superseded the Regional Council for Sport
and Recreation and was the voice for sport covering
Hanmpshire and the Isle of Wght, Bucki nghanshire,
Ber kshire and Oxfordshire.

(d) Southern Area Unison Cricket Cup

The Chai rnman announced that the Council had won
the Southern Area Unison Cricket Cup, the Giffith
Chal | enge Bowl, for the first tinme since the
conpetition had started in 1928.

(e) Local Agenda 21

The Chairnman had formally | aunched the Council’s
Local Agenda 21 at the New Forest Show on 30 July
1996 and confirned that reports on the way forward
woul d be presented to menbers shortly.

(f) Armstice Day

The Chairman advi sed nmenbers that enpl oyees
woul d be observing a two minute silence at 11.00 a. m
on Armistice Day and encouraged all nenmbers to
partici pate.



(g) Disclosures of Interest

The Chairnan asked nenbers not to hand in a

conpl eted disclosure of interest formif they did not
actual ly disclose an interest at the neeting because
there was no discussion on the mnute in which they
had an interest. However, if they did hand in a
form she remi nded themthat the interest stil

needed to be disclosed at the neeting in order for it
to be recorded.

(h) Variation of Order of Business

The Chairnan stated that she proposed to vary

t he order of business by taking an urgent item next,
foll owed by consideration of Policy and Resources
Committee mnute 48 on the anendnent of Standing
Orders. In response to a request, the Chairnman al so
agreed to bring forward Policy and Resources
Conmmittee mnute 37(1) on car parking charges.

SELECTI ON PANEL.

The Chairnman all owed consideration of this itemas a
matter of urgency because of the need to approve the
appoi ntnent of the new Director of Environnment Services

Clr Coles presented the nminutes of the neeting held on
30 Cctober 1996, which are attached to these minutes as
an Annex.

On the notion that the m nutes be received and the
recomendat i on be adopted -

RESOLVED:
That the m nutes be received and reconmendati on adopt ed.

The Chairnman then congratul ated Ms E Mal col m on her
appoi ntnent as Director of Environment Services.

POLI CY AND RESOURCES COWM TTEE

The Chairnman of the Conmittee presented mnute 48 of the
nmeeting of Policy and Resources Committee held on 16

Cct ober 1996 and noved that the minute be received and
the reconmendati ons adopt ed.

RESOLVED:

That nminute 48 be recei ved and the recommendati ons
adopt ed.

POLI CY AND RESOURCES COW TTEE

The Chairman of the Commttee presented mnute 37(1) of
the neeting of Policy and Resources Committee held on 16
Cct ober 1996 and noved that the minute be received and

t he recommendati ons adopted. CIr Ms Robinson stated
that, if the principle of car parking charges was



adopted, there should be wi der consultation on |oca
i npl enentation. She then noved an anendnent to
recommendation (b)(i) to read:

"(i) discussions take place with town and parish
counci |l s and chanbers of comrerce on

(a) local inplenmentation proposals,
particularly noting opportunities to introduce
di scount schenes; or

(b) an alternative locally acceptabl e neans
of raising an equival ent |ocal incone."

A notion to suspend Standing Order 14(4) on the length
of speeches was lost. During the ensuing debate, a
nunber of menbers spoke agai nst the amendnent and
original nmotion. dlrs Weth, Geer and Noel questioned
how car parki ng charges coul d be supported in view of

t he overwhel mi ng public opposition to them dIr Geer
al so gave notice of an amendnent to abandon further
consideration of the issue. Oher nenbers expressed
grave concern that on-street parking would increase as a
result of people avoiding car parks and called for other
means of maki ng savings to be investigated. It was
anticipated that the introduction of charges woul d cause
town centre businesses to suffer because shoppers woul d
opt to use out of town stores with free parking. |If

busi nesses consequently cl osed, non drivers who relied
upon town centre shopping would suffer in the |onger
term The validity of the | ow sanple base of the
surveys was al so queried. Attention was drawn to the
Council’s values of caring and listening and the fact
that only 28% of those asked had agreed that notorists
shoul d pay to park. |In addition, Clr Burdle pointed
out that one of the Council’s ainms was to pronote a
stabl e econony. He indicated that he believed car
par ki ng charges ran counter to this aim Another nenber
argued that the cost would not be primarily net by
tourists as predicted, but by l|ocal people.

Cllr Pearce-Snmith stated that nmany of the menbers who
wer e agai nst car parking charges had previously
supported their introduction. He and a |arge nunmber of
other councillors stated that public opposition was
based on uni nformed propaganda and that nost people did
not realise that options, such as the first two hours
being free, were available. Oher menbers said that
they personally had not received nmany objections. The
threat to town centres was not accepted. People would
not be deterred by car parking charges if they really
wanted to shop in a particular place because shop
keepers sold the goods they wanted. |In addition
Government assuned charges were |evied when it
cal cul ated the Council’'s Standard Spendi ng Assessnent.
The Authority had to be realistic and either increase
its income or reduce services. CIlrs Earw cker, Dash, G
Dawson and Col es drew attention to the fact that the
anendnment provided for local conmunities to seek an
alternative to car parking charges



Clr Ricerequested that this nmatter be determni ned by

recorded vote and,
nore than 15 ot her
indicate their

The vote on ClIr

in accordance with Standing Order 15,
menbers stood in their places to
support.

Robi nson’ s anendnment was taken as

foll ows:

FOR AGAI NST ABSTAI NED
P A Baker Austin
Ms P D Baker Badl and
Col es Bai | ey
Cooke Beet on
Cox Bi anchi
Croydon Bowr i ng
G Dawson Burdl e

J J Dawson Cr acknel |
Earwi cker Dr ake
Enmery Dr ew

Hal e Errington
Harris CGoodri dge
D Harrison G eer

F R Harrison Hayes
Howe Hoy
Locock Hut chi ns
Maynard Jones
McGeor ge Kendal
McLean Noel
Pearce-Smth Ramsden
Ri ckus Ri ce

Robi nson Ri ckman
Shand Scot t
Shepherd Spi ki ns
Smth W | son
Snashal | Wet h

Ver non- Jackson

M S Wade

S S Wade

Wi t ehead

Wth 31 nenbers voting in favour and 26 agai nst, the
anendnment was carri ed.

The Chairnan advi sed that the amendnent of which ClIr
Greer had given notice was a direct negative so could

not be taken.

On a request that the substantive notion be deternined

by recorded vote and in accordance with Standing O der

15, nmore than 15 ot her nenbers stood in their places to
i ndicate their support.

The vote on the substantive notion was taken as fol |l ows:

FOR AGAI NST ABSTAI NED
P A Baker Austin

Ms P D Baker Badl and

Col es Bai | ey

Cooke Beet on



33.

Cox Bi anch
Croydon Bowri ng
G Dawson Burdl e

J J Dawson Cr acknel
Enery Dr ake

Hal e Dr ew
Harris Earw cker
D Harrison Errington
F R Harrison CGoodri dge
Howe G eer
Locock Hayes
Maynard Hoy
McGeor ge Hut chi ns
McLean Jones
Pearce-Smth Kenda

Ri ckus Noe

Robi nson Ransden
Shand Ri ce
Shepherd Ri ckman
Smith Scott
Snashal | Spi ki ns
Ver non- Jackson W son

M S Wade Weth

S S Wade

Wi t ehead

Wth 30 nenbers voting in favour and 27 agai nst, the
substantive notion was carried.

RESOLVED:

That minute 37(1) be received and the recomendati ons

adopted, subject to the amendnent of reconmmendation
(b)(i) to read as foll ows:

"(i) di scussions take place with town and parish
councils and chanbers of comrerce on

(a) local inplenentation proposals,
particularly noting opportunities to introduce
di scount schenes; or

(b) an alternative locally acceptabl e neans
of raising an equivalent |ocal incone."

PLANNI NG AND TRANSPORTATI ON COWM TTEE.

The Chairman of the Conmittee presented the m nutes of
the nmeetings held on 14 and 28 August, 11 Septenber and
9 COctober 1996 and drew attention to two mnor errors on
mnute 124, nanely that the reference to "5972M in the
first paragraph of the preanble should read "59728M and
that the reference to "Di bden Purlieu" in the I|ast

par agraph of the preanble should read "Di bden". dIr

M r Beeton pointed out that he had been in attendance at
the neeting on 9 October 1996.

On the notion that the m nutes be received -

(a) Land Of and Adjacent to CGordleton Pit, Of Sway
Road, Lymington (M nute 76)



(b)

(c)

(d)

In reply to a question, dIlr G Dawson stated

that it would be inappropriate for Planning and
Transportation Conmittee to take into account

devel opnent costs in determining planning
applications. dlrs Hayes, Scott and Rice queried
why non ward nenbers were not allowed to address

Pl anni ng and Transportation Commttee. They were

i nforned that neetings of the Committee were already
long and the Conmittee felt that allow ng non ward
menbers to participate coul d nmake t hem even | onger.
However, neighbouring ward nenbers could participate
and the situation woul d be kept under review

Forner Anpress Site, Lymington (Mnute 93(a))

ClIr Robinson disclosed a non pecuniary interest
inthis itembut indicated that she had a
di spensation to speak on the matter.

When an assurance was sought that the [and woul d

be used for enploynment uses, the Chairnman of the
Committee confirnmed that it was inportant that the
amount of |and designated for enpl oynent uses shoul d
not be reduced and it was inappropriate to prejudge
Pl anni ng and Transportation Comrittee’s decisions. A
request was received for MIford-on-Sea ward nenbers
to be allowed to speak on this issue the next tinme it
was di scussed at the Committee because MIford
hospital would be affected if a hospital devel opnent
proceeded. However, it was reported that it was no

| onger proposed to nove beds fromthat hospital

Customer Pl edges (M nute 95)

An assurance was sought that the pledges to dea

with 70% of all planning applications and 80% of al
househol der pl anni ng applications within 8 weeks
woul d not result in premature refusals in order to
neet those pl edges, when further negotiations could
have taken place if nore time were available. It was
reported that relatively m nor changes could usually
be accommmpdated within the 8 week statutory period
anyway and that applicants were encouraged to discuss
proposal s before submtting applications. However,
the circunstances of each particul ar case woul d

i nevitably influence the judgenent of the Planning

O ficers as to whether it was brought forward for

det er mi nati on.

Expendi ture Pl ans 1996/ 97-2000/2001 (M nute 97)

Arising fromthe need to anmend the Council’s off-
street parking order as a result of the increase in
charges for anmenity car parks, one nenber asked

whet her it woul d be possible for the order also to be
anended to nmake it an offence to park a car which did
not have a valid tax disk. In reply, the Chairman of
the Conmittee advised that there had been sone doubt
about the legality of local authorities collecting a
fixed penalty fine for the non display of a tax disc
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(e)

(f)

(9)

(h)

in an off-street car park. However, the Departnent
of Transport had recently announced that it would
remove any doubt that |ocal authorities could nake
par ki ng orders which entitled themto collect a
financial penalty fromowners of vehicles not
displaying a valid tax disc. In the light of this
announcenent, the Council’s off-street parking order
woul d be reviewed. Wen asked why anenity car parks
were divided into two categories, Clr Scott was
inforned that this had been the practice which had
been fol lowed for many years

New Forest Heritage within the Avon Valley: High
Court Judgment (M nute 98)

Clr Errington asked the Chairman of the

Committee to explain how objectors to the proposed
change to the Heritage Area boundary could rmake their
views known formally. He advised that the changes
had been advertised and that formal representations
on them should be sent to the Director of Planning by
Friday, 29 Novenber 1996. All representations

recei ved woul d be submtted to the I nspector at the
Local Plan Inquiry. Anyone who wi shed to nake their
case in person at the Inquiry could do so and it was
anticipated that the topic would be heard in March
1997.

North Street, Pennington - Proposed Prohibition
of Driving Order (Road C osure) (Mnute 109)

When questioned about this matter, Clr G Dawson
stated that he supported the Cormittee’ s deci sion

Tree Work Application Subnitted by Counci
Oficers (Mnute 110)

When it was suggested that the word

"controversial" in the resolution was subjective, it
was reported that the decision would be reviewed in
due course anyway.

New Forest District Local Plan: Affordable
Housi ng Policies (Mnute 128)

A Ir Robinson disclosed a non pecuniary interest
in this itembut indicated that she had a
di spensation to speak on the matter

In response to a query, dIlr G Dawson confirned

that the Director of Planning had been asked to

noti fy the Southanpton Community Heal th Services NHS
Trust that a contribution of affordabl e housing was
no | onger being sought on the Lym ngton Infirmary
site.

RESOLVED:

That the m nutes be received.

LEI SURE SERVI CES COW TTEE.
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The Chairman of the Conmittee presented the m nutes of
the neeting held on 3 Septenber 1996

On the notion that the mnutes be received -
(a) Budgetary Control (M nute 31)
In response to a question regarding the recovery
of asset rentals, the Chairnman of the Committee
undertook to let Clr Scott have a witten response.
(b) Lym ngton Phase Il - Progress Report (M nute 33)
Di sappoi nt ment was expressed that this schene
had been put back with no budgetary allocation. dIr
J J Dawson confirmed that it would proceed when the
Council was in a position to afford it.
RESOLVED:
That the mi nutes be received.

ENVI RONMVENTAL SERVI CES AND LI CENSI NG COW TTEE

The Chairman of the Conmittee presented the ninutes of
the neeting held on 5 Septenber 1996

On the notion that the m nutes be received -

(a) Canden Hurst, MIford-on-Sea Public Convenience
(M nute 32)

Concern was expressed that the estimte for the
provision of the public conveni ence had been so far
out. The Chairnman of the Committee explained that
costs had increased as a result of making good an
underground site and because of the need to neet
addi tional building and | andscapi ng requirenents.

b) Expenditure Plans 1996/ 97-2000/2001 (M nute 35)
Clr Smith undertook to let Clr Scott have a
witten response to his question as to what was the
total notional asset rental value attributable to the
Commi ttee.

RESCLVED:
That the minutes be received.
BUSI NESS SERVI CES CONTRACTS COWM TTEE.

The Chairnman of the Conmittee presented the ninutes of
the nmeeting held on 6 Septenber 1996

On the notion that the mnutes be received, it was -
RESOLVED

That the m nutes be received.
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38.

39.

DI RECT SERVI CES CONTRACTS COWM TTEE

The Chairnman of the Conmittee presented the ninutes of
the nmeeting held on 10 Septenber 1996

On the notion that the m nutes be received -

(a) Civic Catering (Mnute 15)
Clr Scott was given an assurance that paynent
had now been received fromthe client to conpensate
for the fact that prices for nenbers’ function
catering had not been increased.
RESOLVED:
That the m nutes be received.

HOUSI NG COW TTEE.

The Chairman of the Conmittee presented the m nutes of
the neeting held on 17 Septenber 1996

On the notion that the nminutes be received -
(a) Large Scale Voluntary Transfer (M nute 21)

Clr Wlson stated that it was not a fact that

the majority of tenants were happy to stay with the
Counci| because they had not been balloted. The
Chai rman pointed out that the accuracy of the mnute
was a matter for Housing Conmittee itself.

(b) Joint Tenancies of Council Dwellings (Mnute 27)

In response to a query, dIr Robinson confirned
that the Council was only inplenenting the good
practice laid down by the Departnment of the
Envi r onment .

RESCOLVED:
That the m nutes be received.
CENTRAL SERVI CES COWM TTEE.

The Chairman of the Conmittee presented the m nutes of
the neeting held on 1 Cctober 1996

On the notion that the m nutes be received and the
recommendat i ons adopted -

(a) Menbers’ Allowances Review (M nute 28)

A nunber of nenbers spoke agai nst the new schene

for the payment of nmenbers’ allowances. |In
particular, attention was drawn to the conplexity of
the system the fact that it did not provide for sub-
conmi ttee nenbers who were not on the parent
conmittee to receive expenses and that it provided
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for paynments to be nade whet her nenbers actually
attended a neeting or not.

RESOLVED:

That the minute be received and the
recommendat i ons adopt ed.

(Note: dIr Scott asked to be recorded as
havi ng voted agai nst the reconmendati ons at M nute
28).

TIME LIMT ON MEETI NGS

At 10.00 p.m, it was -

RESOLVED:

That the neeting continue to 10.30 p. m

POLI CY AND RESOURCES COWM TTEE

The Chairman of the Conmittee presented the m nutes of
the nmeeting held on 16 October 1996, with the exception
of minutes 48 and 37(1) which had been dealt with
earlier in the neeting (mnutes 31 and 32 refer).

On the notion that the m nutes be received and the
recomendat i ons adopted -

(a)

Transfer of Council Housing Stock (M nute 35)

After expressing concern about the adequacy of

the mnute, Clr Kendal was informed that accuracy of
mnutes was a matter for the Conmttee itself.
However, it was considered that the m nute contained
sufficient information to enable the issue to be
debat ed.

Clr Scott suggested that representatives from

an authority which had transferred its stock should
be invited to give a presentation to nmenbers on the
benefits of doing so. The Chairman of Housing
Conmittee pointed out that she had given an assurance
to Housing Committee that the situation would
continue to be nonitored in the best interests of

t enant s.

On being noved that the Comrmittee's inplied
recomendati on not to request a report on the |ong
termbenefits of transferring the Council’s housing
stock be now put, it was -

RESCLVED:

That the question be now put.

On a request that the matter be determ ned by
recorded vote and in accordance with Standing O der

15, nmore than 15 other nenbers stood in their places
to indicate their support.



The vote on the question was taken as foll ows:

FOR AGAI NST ABSTAI NED
P A Baker Austin Bowr i ng
Ms P D Baker Bai | ey Wi t ehead
Col es Beet on

Cooke Bur dl e

Cox Dr ake

Cracknel | Dr ew

Croydon Errington

G Dawson CGoodri dge

J J Dawson G eer

Enmery Hayes

Hal e Hut chi ns

Harris Jones

D Harrison Kendal

F R Harrison Ramsden

Howe Ri ce

Locock Ri ckman

Maynard Scot t

McGeor ge Spi ki ns

McLean W | son

Pearce-Smith

Ri ckus

Robi nson

Shand

Shepherd

Smith

Ver non- Jackson

M S Wade

S S Wade

Wth 29 nmenbers voting in favour, 19 against and 2
abstentions, the notion was carri ed.

At 10.30 p.m, it was -
RESOLVED:
That, in accordance with Standi ng Order 50, Standing

Order 4A(1) in respect of the tine limt on neetings
be suspended.

(b) District Strategy Steering Goup (Mnute 39)

Cllr Smith disclosed a pecuniary interest in
this itemand, having left the neeting,
in the discussion or voting thereon.

(c) Fi nanci al Strategy and Expenditure Plans 1997/98
- 2000/ 2001 (M nute 45)

It was reported that the major review of the
proposed capital expenditure on |eisure would be
undertaken by Strategic Performance Revi ew Sub-
Conmittee.
Services Commttee and a representative of the

t ook no part

The Chai rman and Vi ce- Chairman of Leisure

Conservative Goup who was al so on Leisure Services

Committee would be invited to attend the neeting.
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A notion to anend recomendations (c)(iv) and
(v) to keep the budget within the 1996/ 97 capping
[imt was |ost.

(d) Firearms Control (M nute 54)

dlr Croydon nmoved an amendnent to
recomendation (b) to read:

"(b) That individuals seeking licences to

use other firearnms should have an additiona
requi renent to pass a simlar psychol ogi ca
assessnent used by the Police in deciding which
of their own officers should be trained in
firearns’ use".

The anendnent and substantive notion were
carri ed.

RESOLVED:

That the minutes be received and the
recomendat i ons adopted, subject to the anmendnment of
nm nute 54(b) to read as follows:

"(b) That individuals seeking |icences to

use other firearnms should have an additiona
requi renent to pass a simlar psychol ogica
assessnent used by the Police in deciding which
of their own officers should be trained in
firearns’ use".

(Note: dIr Rice asked to be recorded as having
vot ed agai nst recomrendation 54(a)).

SEALI NG OF DOCUMENTS.

RESOLVED:

That the Commmon Seal of the Council be affixed to any
orders, deeds or documents necessary to give effect to
any deci sions made at this meeting.

CHAI RMAN

At t achnent : M nute 30 - Annex



