8 JANUARY 1996
NEW FOREST DI STRI CT COUNCI L

M nutes of a neeting of the New Forest District Council
hel d at Appletree Court, Lyndhurst on Mnday, 8 January
1996.

p dlr S S Wade - Chairnman
p dlr Mss S A Cooke - Vice-Chairnman

D Harrison
F R Harrison
S A Hayes

Dr M N Witehead
Ms D WI son
Ms P A Weth

Counci |l | ors: Counci |l l ors:
p K E Austin p Ms A M Howe
p Ms O A M Badl and p J M Hoy
p S Bailey p J A GHutchins JP
p P A Baker p MR Jones
p Ms P D Baker p MJ Kendal
p Maj or C Beeton MBE p G N D Locock
p Ms C A Bianchi p Ms B MMynard
p E R Bowing p N D M MGeorge
e D S Burdle p Ms M MLean
p J E Coles e S M Noel
p MR Cox p RF Oton
p D E Cracknell p P G Pearce-Snith
p WF Croydon p C G Ransden
p B D Dash p AWRice TD
p G Dawson p B Rickman
p J J Dawson p Mss G MRickus CBE
p Mss P A Drake p Ms MJ Robinson
p K WDrew p D N Scott
p B C Earw cker p Lieut Col MJ Shand
p AS Enery p S A Shepherd
p Ms L K Errington p Ms B Snith
p R K CGoodridge p Ms L P Snashall
p WJ Geer p G Spikins
p RCHHale p Ms J K Vernon-Jackson MBE JP
pLEHaris p MS Wade
p p
p p
p p
O

ficers Attendi ng:
| B Mackintosh, N J Gbbs, DA Grney, E S Johnson,
Ms MHolmes, Mss J Debnam J Rainbow, T R Sinpson,
MJ Sully and J Ward.
SEASONS GREETI NGS.

The Chairman wi shed all those present a healthy and
prosperous New Year.

M NUTES.
RESOLVED:
That the nminutes of the neeting held on 6 Novenber 1995,

havi ng been circul ated, be signed by the Chairman as a
correct record.



51.

CHAI RVANS ANNOUNCEMENTS.

(a)

(b)

(¢)

(d)

(e)

(f)

New Year s Honours

The Chairman was pleased to report that Arthur

Barl ow, the Deputy Surveyor of the New Forest, had
been awarded the OBE for his services to forestry
whi l e Deni s Howard had been awarded the MBE for his
services in inmproving the safety of British charter
yachts.

CIlr John Coles

The Chairnman was pl eased to announce that dlr John
Col es had been appoi nted as a nenber of the
Executive Commttee of the Association of District
Councils and al so as a Deputy on the Steering G oup
of the new Local Governnent Associ ation.

Rotary Award to Kate Munce

The Chairnman was delighted to advi se nenbers that
Kat e Mbunce had been awarded a G oup Study Exchange
Schol arship to go to Peru for four weeks in March.
On behalf of the Council the Chairman congratul ated
Kate and wi shed her all the best for her visit to
Per u.

Custoner Care Awards

The Chairman was pl eased to present Hel en Wodvi ne
from Environmental Health and John Rogers from

Fi nance and Administration with Custoner Care
Awards. M chell e Ashness from Housing Services was
unable to attend the neeting to receive her award.
These nenbers of staff had given exceptional
service, often in difficult situations.

British Standards Institute - | SO 9002

Martyn Hancock, Quality Assurance Operations Area
Manager with the British Standards Institute,
presented the Chairman with a Certificate for

| SO 9002 for the Councils Central Control.

Central Control provided the out of hours standby
service for the whole Council and a nonitoring
service for the elderly. M Hancock reninded
nenbers that | SO 9002 denonstrated a comitnment to
providing quality services and a conti nui ng
comritment to inprove. The standard had been
achi eved through the teameffort of the Central
Control staff.

In accepting the Certificate, the Chairnman
congratul ated the Central Control staff, who were
attendi ng the neeting.

Pet er Hawes
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53.

The Chairnman reported the sudden death of Peter
Hawes, who had been Assistant Caretaker at
Lym ngton since April 1991

Al those present stood in silence as a mark of
respect.

PLANNI NG COWM TTEE

Clr G Dawson presented the mnutes of the neetings held
on 8 Novenber and 13 Decenber 1995. He advi sed nenbers
that some correspondence fromdIr Hal e had been

i nadvertently included within the nminutes of the neeting
hel d on 13 Decenber 1995. He apologised to dlr Hale.
Pages 64-67 did not formpart of the m nutes and shoul d
be di scount ed

On the notion that the m nutes be received:

(a) Avon Valley Local Plan - Hi gh Court Challenge by
RMC (M nute 127B)

In answer to a question fromdIlr Vernon-Jackson
Clr G Dawson advi sed nenbers that the alterations
to the Avon Valley Local Plan relating to the
Heritage Area boundary had been adopted and forned
part of the Statutory Devel opment Plan. The Notice
of Motion by RMC Limted seeking the quashing of
part of the alterations would be heard in the High
Court on 13 May 1996 when the matter woul d be
debat ed and concl uded.

(b) Planning Applications for Comittee Decision
(M nute 169)

It was noted that the description of Application
55692, as set out on Page 54 of the mnutes, should
be anended to refer to Long Lane, Hol bury, and not
Hor dl e.

RESCLVED

That the ninutes be received, subject to the onission of

Pages 65-67 fromthe m nutes of 13 Decenber 1995 and

al so the anendnent of the description of Application

55692 to refer to Long Lane, Hol bury.

LElI SURE SERVI CES COWM TTEE

Clr J J Dawson presented the minutes of the neeting
hel d on 14 Novenber 1995.

On the nption that the m nutes be received:
RESOLVED:

That the m nutes be received.



54,

55.

56.

57.

ENVI RONMVENTAL SERVI CES COWM TTEE.

Cllr Smith presented the mnutes of the nmeeting held on
16 Novenber 1995.

On the notion that the nminutes be received:

(a) 1996/97 Transport Policy and Progranme (M nute 63)
A lr Jones thanked the Council for taking direct
action to ensure the installation of traffic lights
at Barton Court Avenue, New MIton. The Town
Counci | had al so played an inportant role.

RESOLVED:

That the m nutes be received.

HOUSI NG COW TTEE.

ClIr Robinson presented the m nutes of the neetings held
on 21 Novenber, 30 November, 7 Decenber and 20 Decenber
1995.

A Ir Robinson thanked fell ow menbers and officers for

their hard work and conmtnment over recent weeks with

respect to the award of the Housi ng Managenent contract.

On the notion that the nminutes be received:

(a) Housing Managenent Contract (M nute 64)
Clr WIson was pl eased that the in-house team had
successfully competed for the Housing Managenent
contract and had achi eved savi ngs of 200,000 on
their previous budget.
At dlr WIsons suggestion it was agreed that the
Chai rman of the Council would wite to M Morl ey,
the Tenants Representative, who had spent a great
deal of time and effort in the tender evaluation
process for the contract.

RESOLVED:

That the mi nutes be received.

LI CENSI NG COW TTEE

Clr D Harrison presented the minutes of the neeting

hel d on 23 Novenber 1995.

On the notion that the m nutes be received:

RESOLVED:

That the m nutes be received.

DI RECT SERVI CES CONTRACTS COW TTEE
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59.

60.

Clr R ckus presented the minutes of the neeting held on
28 Novenber 1995.

On the nption that the m nutes be received:
RESOLVED

That the m nutes be received.

CENTRAL SERVI CES COWM TTEE.

Cllr MGeorge presented the mnutes of the neeting held
on 5 Decenber 1995.

On the notion that the m nutes be received:

(a) Enploynent Pronotion Working Party - District Loca
Plan (M nute 51)

Clr Beeton asked whether the Council could help
wi th the Uniform Busi ness Rate where smal |
busi nesses were adversely affected by the opening
of out-of-town centres.
Alr MGeorge advised nenbers that an enpl oynent
pronotion strategy woul d be considered by various
comrittees in the com ng weeks and this was an
aspect which could be discussed.

RESOLVED:

That the m nutes be received.

STRATEA C GROMH I N TOTTON ADVI SCRY COWM TTEE.

Cllr Shepherd presented the mnutes of the neeting held
on 5 Decenber 1995.

On the notion that the m nutes be received:
RESOLVED:

That the m nutes be received.

POLI CY AND RESOURCES COWM TTEE

Clr Coles presented the nminutes of the neeting held on
12 Decenber 1995.

On the notion that the m nutes be received and the
recomendat i ons be adopt ed:

(a) Land at Lym ngton (M nute 86)

Cllr Robinson disclosed a pecuniary interest in
this itemand, having been granted a di spensation
by the Secretary of State for the Environnment to
speak but not to vote, renmined present.



Whi | st supporting the principle of providing a new
hospital in Lymngton, CIlr WIson was concerned
about allegations nade in a letter fromagents
acting for the site owners on the way in which this
matter had been progressed.

Cllr Scott enquired as to who had asked for the
report to be taken to comrittee and when, what it
had cost to prepare, why the contract was not

subj ect to tender and for information about the
proportion of the industrial land allocation which
woul d be lost if the Wellworthy site was partly
devel oped for a hospital.

Clr Rice was concerned that the Council was acting
preci pitously and had debated this issue in
private. He believed that there were nore suitable
sites around Lym ngton which could be pursued and
al so that the site owners would negotiate on the
future of the Wllworthy site without the coercion
of this Compul sory Purchase Order. He noved that
this matter be referred back for further

consi derati on.

The amendnent was seconded by CIlr Scott who
bel i eved that there were access problens with the
Wel lworthy site, and that a hospital would take a
significant area of |and which was allocated for

i ndustry. He did not believe that Loca
Councillors or the site owners had been adequately
consul ted

Clrs G Dawson, Earw cker and Vernon-Jackson

recal led that the Wl lworthy site had been vacant
since 1989. It had Established Use rights for
heavy industry but the site owners had refused to
all ow | ocal conpani es, who wanted to expand, to re-
locate onto this site. Consequently they had been
lost to the District. The owners had nmade a number
of specul ative applications for housing and for
retail devel oprment, but had resisted re-devel opnent
for industry. This |and was badly needed for job
creation and had al ready been kept aside for six
years. It was tinme to take firmaction to pursue
the Councils clear policy objectives.

In answer to nenbers concerns about the letter
circulated by the owners agent, CdIlr Coles nmade a
full statenment. He advised nmenbers that it was
usual not to have prior consultation with the site
owners before deciding to nake a Conpul sory
Purchase Order. The site owners had the
opportunity to respond to the proposal over the
next two nmonths while the pre-Order work was being
undertaken. The Order would not be subnmitted for
confirmation until that period had expired and the
Council considered all representations received.
The Acting Chief Solicitor had witten to the site
owners on 29 Novenber 1995 but the agents clained
that it was not received because, although



correctly addressed, the conpany did not have
anyone of the title of Managing Director

The princi pal purpose of the Conpul sory Purchase
Order was to secure land for industrial use while
ensuring that the opportunity for hospita

devel opnent was al so fully safeguarded. A planning
application had been registered on 27 Novenber 1995
but had not yet been considered by the Pl anning
Committee. It provided for a conprehensive

devel opnent of the site and was broadly in
accordance with the Adopted Statutory Devel opnent
Plan and the enmerging District Local Plan. A press
rel ease dated 12 Decenmber 1995 had been prepared in
consultation with the Lymi ngton Hospital Trust.

The site had remai ned unsol d and undevel oped since
Wel Il worthys had ceased activity in 1989. The site
owners agents had formally objected to Policy LP-
14 of the District Local Plan, which concerned the
Anpress site, to seek residential and other
appropriate uses. The officers renained of the

opi nion that the previous negotiations with various
parties had been effectively term nated or not
actively pursued.

Clr Coles rem nded nenbers that the repl acenent of
one current Statutory Plan w th another was, of
itself, no reason not to proceed with the

Conpul sory Purchase Order.

No i nformati on had been subnmitted to the Council in
respect of ground conditions.

The officers remai ned of the view that there was no
reasonabl e prospect of industrial devel opment of
the site without the use of statutory powers. The
Counci| woul d continue to encourage negotiati ons
whi ch might bring about devel opment without the
need for the CPO being made or finally confirned.
The existence of a CPO resolution did not prevent
the acquisition of the site by a devel oper
intending to develop in accordance with the
Statutory Local Plan

In conclusion, CIr Coles added that if the site
owners were seeking to dispose of the site as their
agents clained then it was surprising that they
expressed an intention to resist the making of a
CPO so strongly, rather than seeking to negotiate
di sposal to the Council

In the light of this statenment, CIlr Hayes
expressed his satisfaction at the action being
taken, and provided there was no financial risk to
this Council, supported pronpt action. This view
was supported by dlr WI son.

In replying to the debate CIlr Col es advised
nmenbers that he should have had prior notification
of Clr Scotts questions which would require some
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research to answer. He undertook to reply in
writing to all nenbers of the Council. He
enphasi sed that the site owners had every
opportunity to continue negotiations with this
Council or to sell the site to a party who was
pronmoti ng devel opment in accordance with the
Devel opment Plan. It was the prine aim of

i nstigating CPO proceedings to pronote the
devel opnent of this site for jobs.

Wth six menbers voting in favour of the anendnent
and a greater nunber against, the anendnent was
| ost.

RESOLVED:

That the m nutes be received and the recommendati ons be
adopt ed.

COUNCI L TAX BASE FOR TAX SETTI NG ( REPORT A)

Menbers consi dered a report setting out the calcul ation
of the Councils Tax Base for 1996/ 97

RESOLVED:

(a)

(b)

That the cal cul ation of the Councils Tax Base for
the year 1996/97, as set out the report, be
approved;

That pursuant to the report and in accordance with
the Local Authorities (Calculation of Tax Base)
Regul ations 1992 the amount cal cul ated by the New
Forest District Council as its Council Tax Base for
the year 1996/97 shall be as follows and as further
set out in Appendix 1 to these mnutes:-

Ashur st and Col bury 908. 32
Beaul i eu 456. 14
Bol dre 1, 016. 95
Br anshaw 316. 79
Bransgore 1,821. 64
Br eanore 178. 59
Br ockenhur st 1, 698. 23
Burl ey 753. 76
Copyt hor ne 1, 168.54
Daner ham 228. 64
Denny Lodge 153. 78
East Bol dre 376. 21
El I i ngham Harbridge and |bsl ey 579. 50
Exbury and Lepe 94. 17
Faw ey 4,620. 10
For di ngbri dge 2,276. 06
Hal e 253. 39
Hor dl e 2,149. 36
Hyde 486. 80
Hyt he and Di bden 7, 030. 65
Lym ngt on and Penni ngton 6, 364. 99
Lyndhur st 1, 337. 86

Mar chwood 1,717. 84



Martin 184. 82

M | f or d- on- Sea 2,527.61
M nst ead 355. 04
Net | ey Marsh 800. 77
New M | ton 9, 824. 97
Ri ngwood 5, 070. 05
Rockbour ne 160. 09
Sand| eheat h 250. 33
Sopl ey 297. 86
Sway 1,582. 29
Totton and Eling 9, 056. 96
Whi t sbury 96. 42
Wbodgr een 252. 04
Whol e Di strict 66, 447. 56

SEALI NG OF DOCUMENTS.

RESOLVED:

That the Common Seal of the Council be affixed to any
orders, deeds or documents necessary to give effect to
any deci sion nmade at this neeting.

CHAI RMVAN

APPENDI X 1 - PLEASE SEE HARD COPY



