6 NOVEMBER 1995
NEW FOREST DI STRI CT COUNCI L

M nutes of a nmeeting of the New Forest District Council
hel d at Appletree Court, Lyndhurst on 6 Novenber 1995.

p Cllr S S Wade - Chai rman
p Clr Mss S A Cooke - Vice-Chairnman

Counci |l | ors: Counci |l | ors:
p K E Austin p Ms A M Howe
p Ms O A M Badl and p J M Hoy
p S Bai l ey p J A G Hutchins JP
p P A Baker p MR Jones
p Ms P D Baker p MJ Kendal
p Maj or C Beet on MBE p G N D Locock
p Ms C A Bianchi p Ms B M Mynard
p E R Bowing p N D M MGeorge
p D S Burdle p Ms M MLean
p J E Col es p S M Noel
p M R Cox p RF Oton
p D E Cracknel | p P G Pearce-Snith
p W F Croydon p C G Ransden
p B D Dash p AWRice TD
p G Dawson p B Rickman
p J J Dawson p Mss GMRickus CBE
p M ss P A Drake p Ms MJ Robinson
p K W Drew p D N Scott
p B C Earwi cker p Lieut Col MJ Shand
p A S Enery p S A Shepherd
p Ms L K Errington p Ms B Snith
p R K Goodri dge p Ms L P Snashall
p WJ Geer p G Spikins
p R CHHale p Ms J K Vernon-Jackson MBE JP
p L E Harris p MS \Wade
p D Harrison p Dr MN Witehead
p F R Harrison p Ms D WIson
p S A Hayes p Ms P A Weth

O ficers Attending:

| B Mackintosh, N J Gbbs, DA Gurney, E S Johnson, Mss J
Debnam Ms J Livesey, T R Sinpson and G Tonbs

M NUTES.

RESOLVED:

That the mnutes of the nmeetings held on 31 July and 27
Sept enber 1995, havi ng been circul ated, be signed by the
Chai rman as correct records.

CHAI RVAN' S ANNOUNCEMENTS.

(a) BTEC Certificate in Managenent

The Chairman congratul ated the foll owi ng menbers of
staff on conpleting the BTEC Certificate in



33.

Managenent. Al had been awarded the Certificate in
Managenent Studi es and many had al so been awarded a
college certificate in recognition of their

out st andi ng achi evenent .

Steve Aplin Steve Mt chel
Paul August us Vi cky Orchard
Ri chard Bruton Ed Pool ey
Paul a Freel and Ni ck Tabor
David W se

(b) Chairman’ s Bal |

The Chairnman thanked all those who had attended the
Chairman’s Ball on 13 Cctober 1995. The evening had
been a great success and the tonbola had raised
229.90 for the Wessex Children’s Hospi ce Appeal

(c)Former Clr Colin Bladen

The Chairnman formally advi sed nenbers of the death of
former Alr Colin Bladen who had represented the
Brockenhurst ward from 1987 until 1989

(d) Robi n Mat hi as

The Chairman al so advi sed nenbers of the death of
Robi n Mat hi as who had been senior shop steward in New
Forest Contract Services. The Chairnman recalled his
wi Il lingness to express the point of view of the
wor kf orce and to argue strongly for any cause he
believed in. He had nade a significant contribution
to the successful industrial relations which the
Counci| had enjoyed in recent years.

Al'l those present stood in silent tribute to Colin
Bl aden and Robi n Mat hi as.

POLI CY AND RESOURCES COWM TTEE

Clr Coles presented Mnute 57 of the neeting of the
Policy and Resources Conmittee held on 18 Cctober 1995
and noved that the minute be received and the
recomendat i ons be adopt ed.

On the notion the mnute be received, CIr Burdle
bel i eved that proposed Standing Oder 12 (5b) was unduly
restrictive and would not all ow Menbers to conmment on
resolved items. He believed that it was the legitinmate
role of Councillors to conment on the Council’s business,
and that traditionally Menbers had been able to do so.

He nmoved that Standing Order 12 (5b) be amended to all ow
resolved itens to be debated.

The amendnent was seconded by C|r Austin.

Cllrs Errington and F R Harrison suggested that the
County Council’s rules for debate should be assessed to
see if they would be appropriate in this Authority. dIr
Hal e spoke agai nst anending Standing O ders lightly

wi t hout giving proper consideration to the wi der effects
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of any changes.

This view is supported by dlr Coles, who believed that
anendnments to Standing Orders required detailed debate in
Conmittee. He advised nenbers that there would be an
overall review of Standing Orders in the near future

whi ch woul d give them the opportunity to discuss the

rul es which they considered did not work. In the
nmeanti me, proposed Standing Order 12 (5b) represented no
change on the existing rules for debate, but these had
not previously been properly enforced.

Wth 24 nenbers voting in favour and 31 agai nst, the
anendnment was | ost.

Wth 31 nmenbers voting in favour and 21 against it was:
RESOLVED:

That ninute 57 be received and the recomendati ons be
adopt ed.

CENTRAL SERVI CES COW TTEE

Clr MGeorge presented the minutes of the neetings held
on 21 July and 26 Septenber 1995.

On the notion that the m nutes be received.
RESOLVED

That the m nutes be received.

LI CENSI NG COW TTEE

Cllr D Harrison presented the mnutes of the neetings
held on 27 July and 5 Cctober 1995, with the exception of
m nute 16 which had been dealt with by the Council at
their neeting on 31 July 1995 (M nute 27 refers).

On the notion that the m nutes be received.

RESOLVED:

That the m nutes be received.

HOUSI NG COW TTEE.

ClIr Robinson presented the m nutes of the neetings held
on 4 August and 6 Septemnber 1995.

On the nption that the m nutes be received: -

(a) Wiite Paper on Housing "Qur Future Homes"
(M nute 26)

Clr Kendal questioned the reason behind the response
that the period for which | andlords could evict



(b)

Short hol d Assured Tenants for rent arrears shoul d not
be reduced fromsix nonths to two nonths. He did not
accept the comment that benefit paynents were higher
in respect of the private sector than the public
sector. He also believed that it was appropriate to
take into account whether a fanily was based on a
marri ed coupl e when determ ni ng housing all ocations.

Clr Rce believed that the Council were canpaigning
agai nst the di sposal of governnent property at
di scount ed val ues.

Clrs Earw cker and Dash did not believe that it was
appropriate to discrimnate in favour of famlies
based on a married couple. This discrimnated

agai nst single parent famlies who may already,
through no fault of their own, be disadvantaged. It
was inmportant to concentrate on the needs of the
children. Nor was it appropriate to judge that only
married coupl es enjoyed a stable relationship and
were able to offer proper care and support in
bringing up their children. There was a need for a
home for every famly, regardless of their lifestyle.

Clr Robinson advised nenmbers that it could take a
nunmber of weeks to cal cul ate benefit paynents, partly
because of delays in getting information back from
the applicants. This should not put the applicant’s
horme in jeopardy and this had therefore been included
in the response to government as an area of concern
Wth respect to the relative anpbunt of support given
to private and public sector tenants, she believed
that public sector tenants received | ess support as
they paid towards these benefits through both their
taxes and their rents. Wth respect to the judgenent
on housi ng applicants taking a responsi bl e approach
to famly life, the Committee had believed that

deci sions on housing allocation should be taken on
the nmerits of the case and on housing needs. It was
necessary to take due regard of the needs of the
children. Finally, the comment relating to property
di sposal by governnent agencies reflected the need to
encourage themto sell the land for social housing at
a discounted value to nmeet |ocal housing needs.

| nprovi ng Standards in Houses in Miltiple Cccupation
(M nute 40)

A Ir Kendal questioned why the Comrittee had sought
the licensing of houses in multiple occupation when
t he governnment had already said that they believed

that there were adequate controls through existing

| egi sl ation.

A Ir Robinson advised nenbers that the Conmittee had
been aware of the government’s view but had di sagreed
that there were adequate controls already in
exi st ence.

RESOLVED:



That the m nutes be received.

37. PLANNI NG COW TTEE

Clr G Dawson presented the mnutes of the neetings held
on 9 August, 13 Septenber and 11 Cctober 1995.

On the notion that the m nutes be received: -
(a) Itens for visiting Councillors (Mnute 55(b))

Cllr Rice asked that the itens for which visiting
Councillors attended the Planning Conmittee should be
dealt with well before the lunch break

Clr G Dawson believed that it was better to start
taking itens out of order at 12 noon as at present,
but woul d ask the Pl anning Committee Advisory Wrking
Party to consider this question further.

(b) Report by Local Governnment Onbudsman Numnber 94/ B/ 1479
(M nute 80)

Clr WIlson was concerned that an increasing nunber
of planning appeals were being referred to the
Onbudsman. She asked the Chairman of the Pl anning
Committee to exam ne whet her anything was goi hg w ong
with the systemand if action needed to be taken to
renmedy the situation.

Clr G Dawson advi sed nenbers that of the two recent
Onbudsman’ s cases, one had had an extensive history
over a period in excess of 10 years. It was

i nevitable that reports of one finding of

mal adni ni stration by the Orbudsnan woul d pronpt ot her
aggrieved parties to pursue such action. dlIr G
Dawson reassured nenbers that the Planning Conmittee
continued to take their duties seriously and to use
their powers strongly.

(c) Hanmpshire County Structure Plan Review (Mnute 113)

Clr Burdle asked that the | and which was conmonly
being referred to as being to the north of Totton
shoul d nore accurately reflect that it fell within
the parish of Netley Marsh.

Alr G Dawson advi sed nenbers that he was well aware
of the local concerns about this |and and hoped t hat
the County Planning and Transportation Committee
woul d al so recogni se | ocal opinion. He believed that
it was correct to refer to this land as being within
Netl ey Marsh, to the north of Totton

RESOLVED:

That the m nutes be received.

38. STRATEG C GROMH IN TOTTON ADVI SORY COW TTEE.



39.

clr

Shepherd presented the mnutes of the neeting held

on 29 August 1995.

On the notion that the m nutes be received:

RESOLVED:

That the m nutes be received.

LEI SURE SERVI CES COW TTEE

Clr J J Dawson presented the nminutes of the neeting held
on 5 Septenber 1995.

On the notion that the m nutes be received: -

(a)

(b)

Public Participation Period (M nute 24)

Alr J J Dawson drew nmenbers’ attention to the
constructive presentation which had been nmade to the
Committee during the public participation period.

Netl ey Marsh Play Area: Use of Devel opers
Contributions (Mnute 28)

Clr Oton did not understand how the Strategic
Gowth in Totton Advisory Committee, which was purely
advisory in nature, had swayed the Leisure Services
Conmittee to reverse their earlier decision to fund
work to this play area from devel opers

contributions. He noved that this matter be referred
back for further consideration

The anendnent was seconded by dIr Austin.

Menbers noted that nmuch of the devel opnment at North
Totton was on | and which had originally fallen wthin
the Parish of Netley Marsh, but the boundary had been
noved by the Boundary Commi ssion

Some menbers recalled that the Leisure Services
Conmmittee had originally decided to support this
application, subject to the concurrence of the
Strategic Gowh in Totton Advisory Committee. That
Comrittee was unable to give its support because of
the terms under which devel opers’ contributions were
collected. The legal advice about the constraints on
the use of devel opers’ contributions had subsequently
been considered by the Leisure Services Conmittee.
The devel opers could challenge for the return of the
money if it was not being used for the purpose for
which it was collected. It was hoped that the

Lei sure Services Conmittee would grant aid work to
this playground, through their nornmal budgets.

O her nmenbers believed that the playground was used
by people from Wst Totton and di sputed the | ega
advi ce that the playground was not eligible for

assi stance from devel opers’ contributions. They



(¢)

(d)

(e)

consi dered that the playground was equally as
eligible as the Colbury Village Hall, which had
received grant aid. They believed that the sum

i nvol ved was trifling conpared with the anpbunt of
devel opers’ contributions being held and could be
taken fromthe interest accruing.

Clr J J Dawson advi sed nenbers that the Leisure
Services Commttee had taken their decision not to
grant aid this work reluctantly on the basis of the

| egal advi ce. There was no evidence to substantiate
the claimthat the playground was used by people from
West Totton. Indeed there were play areas, provided

by Totton and Eling Town Council and Ashurst and

Col bury Parish Council wi thout grant aid from

devel oper’s contributions, which were closer to the
devel opnent and nore likely to be used. He believed
that there was evidence that Col bury Village Hall was
extensively used by the residents of West Totton and
a distinction could be nade. He hoped that the
Parish Council would be assisted through nornal
channel s

Wth 25 nmenbers in favour and a greater nunber
agai nst the amendnent was | ost.

Cal nore Multi-Sports Centre: Use of Devel opers
Contributions (Mnute 29)

Clrs J J Dawson, Emery, F R Harrison and Snashal
di scl osed non pecuniary interests in the subject
matter of this item

In answer to a question fromdlIlr Oton, dlr J J
Dawson advi sed nmenbers that it was |awful to fund
work on the Calnmore Miulti-Sports Centre from

devel opers’ contributions. The sports centre was on
the edge of the West Totton Devel opnent whose

resi dents accounted for one third of the usage.

Fernhill Lane, New MIlton: Design (M nute 30)

Not e: Clr WIlson disclosed a non-pecuni ary
interest in this item

In answer to a question fromdlr Wlson, Clr J J
Dawson agreed that the resolution should be anmended
by the deletion of the word "creation” and its
substitution with the word "desi gn"

New Forest and Ronmsey Community Bus (M nute 35)

Clr Rice believed that it would be nore cost
effective to put this noney toward a nore pernmanent
solution than a comunity bus.

Clr J J Dawson advi sed nenmbers that the bus was
provi ded by the County Council who al so sponsored the
service. The Community Bus Schene was val ued in
rural conmmunities and had been supported by this
Council for a number of years.
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RESOLVED:

That the ninutes be received subject to the anendnent
of the resolution to mnute 30 by the deletion of the
word "creation" and its substitution with the word
"design".

BUSI NESS SERVI CES CONTRACTS COWM TTEE

Clr Cox presented the mnutes of the neeting held on 8
Sept enber 1995.

On the notion that the m nutes be received: -
RESOLVED

That the m nutes be received.

DI RECT SERVI CES CONTRACTS COW TTEE

Clr Rickus presented the mnutes of the neeting held on
12 Septenber 1995.

On the notion that the m nutes be received: -
(a) Building Cleaning (Mnute 18)

Alr R ckus drew nenmbers attention to the Departnent
of the Environnments’ decision, having considered the
apparent | oss on the cleaning contract, not to take
action under their Section 13 Notice. They had
determined that there was an anomaly in the way the
figures were presented and in fact no noney had been
| ost.

(b) New Forest Contract Services CGeneral Mnagers Report
(M nute 21)

In answer to a question fromdIr Kendal, CIlr Rickus
advi sed nmenbers that the Cormittee were aware that
Good Friday was a holy day. The Conmmittee were not
however able to influence when collections were nade,
but dlr Rickus undertook to pass this request to the
Chai rman of the Environnental Services Conmittee who
determ ned the specification.

RESOLVED.

That the m nutes be received.

ENVI RONMVENTAL SERVI CES COW TTEE

Clr Smith presented the nminutes of the neeting held on
28 Sept enber 1995.

On the notion that the m nutes be received and the
reconmendati ons be adopted: -
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(a) Citizens Charter Custoner Pledges 1996 (M nute 49)

In answer to a question fromdIr Kendal, Clr Snith
advi sed nmenbers that the conpensati on paynent to
househol ders whose refuse was not collected w thin
one worki ng day of them conplaining that they had
been m ssed on the normal collection day was paid
directly by the dient Inspector who visited the
househol d to assess the conplaint. The househol der
signed a receipt for the noney. This was a cost
effective system Cdlr Snith further advised nmenbers
that a conpensati on paynment had been paid on only two
occasions in the | ast year which she believed
reflected the good quality of service.

RESOLVED:

That the m nutes be received and the recommendati ons be
adopt ed.

EMERGENCI ES COW TTEE

Clr Shand presented the minutes of the nmeeting held on 9
COct ober 1995.

On the notion that the m nutes be received: -
RESOLVED

That the m nutes be received.

POLI CY AND RESOURCES COWM TTEE

Clr Coles presented the nminutes of the neeting held on
18 Cctober 1995, with the exception of mnute 57 which
was dealt with earlier in the neeting (Mnute 38 refers).

On the nmotion that the m nutes be received and the
reconmendati ons be adopted: -

(a) Proposed Extension of Car Parking Charges (M nute 40)

Cllr Dash noved that the recomendati on be anended as
foll ows: -

"That the people of the New Forest be consulted on a
full range of proposals for an extension of car
par ki ng charges and such consultation shall include
i nfornati on on alternative nmeans of reduci ng net
expenditure should the need arise”

The Governnents cal cul ation of rate support grant
assuned that the Council gained incone from car
parking charges. This left the practical issue of
how t o bal ance t he budget without this income. He
believed that it was inportant the public were

consul ted property, including an explanation of the
al | owance of two free hours car parking, and setting
out other options, such as reductions in services, as



an alternative was of bal ancing the budget. The
public could then express an inforned preference for
the option to be followed. CIr Dash enphasi sed that
all nenmbers were comitted to ensuring that people
were not di scouraged from shopping in town centres.

The anmendment was seconded by CIr Rickus.

A nunber of nmenbers considered that the consultation
exerci se was unnecessary as |arge nunbers of |oca
residents were already expressing their opposition to
car parking charges through signing petitions, a
nunber of which had been presented to the Chairman of
the Council prior to the neeting. The subsidy to car
parking was relatively nodest at 2.77 per head of
popul ation. The potential incone would be small
relative to the cost of providing and naintaining the
machi nery and al so enpl oying staff to supervise them
There was a danger that car parking charges woul d
encour age people to park on verges and out in the
Forest rather than pay the fee, particularly in the
Forest villages. There was also a significant danger
that Town Centres, which were already suffering from
strong conpetition fromout of town centres, would be
further danaged. Two hours was not enough to do the
shoppi ng and al so have coffee or lunch. The town
centres would therefore becone less attractive
relative to the out of town centres which offered
free parking. They also considered that Councillors
were el ected to take such decisions, and al so that
the introduction of car parking charges was al ready
seen as a fait acconpli, and the consultation
exerci se was therefore of no rel evance.

O her menbers believed that the public had a right to
express a view on this inportant issue. Mich of the
expendi ture under the Environnmental Services
Committee’s budget was mandatory with very few
options to achi eve other savings. It was governnent
policy that there should be a charge for car parking.
There was al so now a requirenment for greater
recycling, but no additional funding had been

provi ded by government to neet the costs. O her
potential service cuts had been considered in the
past and rejected. Sonme of these nenbers opposed the
i ntroduction of car parking charges but believed that
a public consultation exercise was the correct way
forward. The petitions, while an expression of
public opinion, only reflected one side of the
argunent, and ot her people should be encouraged to
express a view. Also, the consultation exercise
woul d address w der issues than car parking al one,

whi ch had been the only subject of the petitions.

Followi ng a | engthy debate CIr Vernon-Jackson noved
the procedural notion that the question be now put,
whi ch on being put to the vote was carried with 33
menbers voting in favour and fewer against.

In replying to the debate, CIr Dash believed that
t he question revol ved about whether a consultation



(b)

exerci se was needed. He believed that |ocal people
had a right to a full and clear explanation of the
options and to express a view. CIr Coles wel coned
the full debate that this issue had received. He
bel i eved that |ocal people should be given the
opportunity to see the facts and express an opinion.
The consultation period would last until the niddle

of February 1996.

Clr Geer requested that this nmatter be determ ned
by recorded vote and in accordance with Standing
Order 15 nore than 15 ot her nenbers stood in their
pl aces to indicate their support.

The vote on CIr Dash’s amendnent was taken as

foll ows: -

For Agai nst Abst ai n
P A Baker Austin Cr acknel |
Ms P D Baker Badl and McCl ean
Col es Bai | ey
Cooke Beet on
Cox Bi anchi
Croydon Bowr i ng
Dash Burdl e

G Dawson Dr ake

J J Dawson Dr ew
Ear wi cker Errington
Enery Goodri dge
Hal e G eer
Harris Hayes

D Harrison Hut chi ns
F R Harrison Jones
Howe Kendal
Locock Noel
Maynar d Orton
McGeor ge Ransden
Pearce-Smth Ri ce

Ri ckus Ri ckman
Robi nson Scot t
Shand Spi ki ns
Shepherd W | son
Smith Wet h
Snashal |

Ver non- Jackson

M S Wade

S S Wade

Wi t ehead

Wth 30 nmenbers voting in favour 25 against and 2

abstentions the amendnent was carri ed.

The matter

was then taken to the substantive vote and was

carri ed.

Vol untary and Charitabl e Organisations Sub-Committee

- 26 Septenber

clr

1995 (M nute 41)

Pearce-Snmith di sclosed a pecuniary interest in

the grant for the Sol ent Sea Rescue Organisation.

There being no di scussion he did not

| eave the
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neeting.

(c) Review of the Commttee’s Capital Progranme 995/ 96
and Expenditure Plans 1996/ 97 to 1999/2000
(M nute 45)

A lr Kendal asked whether the current edition of
District News would be withdrawn in favour of a
special edition for the public consultation exercise
on car - parki ng charges.

Cllr Burdle questioned why the article in District
News on the County Structure Plan did not nention
that the proposed 850 additional houses would be in
Netl ey Marsh, nor did the article include any
comrents from himalthough it had quoted sone Totton
Counci |l l ors.

Alr FRHarrison assured CIlr Burdle that Totton had
no wish to take this land from Netl ey Marsh and hoped
that the differentiation between Totton and Netl ey
Marsh woul d continue so that if the devel opnent did
take place the Parish of Netley Marsh woul d get the
benefits as well as the di sadvant ages.

Alr Coles advised nmenbers that he had apol ogised to
Cllr Burdle about his omission fromthe article in
District News. He also advised nenbers that it was
not possible to withdraw the present issue of the
District News.

(d) Terns of Reference - Energencies Comittee
(M nute 59)

dIr Vernon-Jackson pointed out that annexes 2 and 3
relating to minutes 58 and 59 respectively had been
reversed.

(e) Meetings 1996/97 (M nute 62)
In answer to a question fromdIlr Kendal, Clr Coles
advi sed nmenbers that the Council would be considering
starting it’s neetings in the evening.

RESOLVED:

That the minutes be received and the reconmendati ons be

adopt ed, subject of the amendment of mnute 40, as set
out above.

CASUAL VACANCY - STRATEG C GROWH I N TOTTON
ADVI SCRY COW TTEE.

This item was w t hdrawn

QUESTI ON UNDER STANDI NG ORDER 9.

In accordance with Standing Order nunber 9, dIlr WIson
asked the follow ng question:-



"What are the cost benefits to this Council of large
scal e voluntary transfer and woul d the current

adm ni stration provide detailed figures to back up its
response”.

Counci |l or Ms Robi nson, as Chairman of Housing Committee
answered as foll ows:

"This Council has determ ned not to followthe L.S.V.T
route. Consequently, a fully costed appraisal has not
been undertaken. The cost benefits of L.S. V.T have been
based upon the experience gained by the 40 authorities
who have so far di sposed of their stock

St ock di sposal of 500 or nore dwellings to a single
organi sation requires Secretary of State approval, even
if it is proposed to dispose of stock over a 5 year
period. Applications nmust be submtted by 10 Novenber in
the financial year preceding the year of disposal
Consequently this authority could not apply to di spose of
the HRA stock before 1997/98. |Individual disposals are
limted to 5,000 properties. The Departnent of

Envi ronment has regard to the estimted cost of the
proposals relative to the resources available in the
public expenditure survey.

Tenants’ consultation is also a key el enent of any
L.S.V.T transfer arrangenents. The estimted cost of
tenant consultation and the ballot is in the region of
100, 000. Experience has shown that it usually takes
between 18 and 22 nonths fromthe initial decision to
pursue L.S.V.T to conpletion

It should also be noted that this Council is currently
maki ng arrangenents to let a 5 year housi ng nmanagenent
contract to comence in April 1996

Any stock disposal has to be approved by the Secretary of
State for the Environment and nust follow certain
procedures. Assumng a disposal value of 9,000 per
dwel i ng, which is consistent with the average price per
dwel ling of transfers to date, the gross capital receipt
woul d be 55m Fromthis the Council would need to neet
t he di sposal cost of 2mand a benefit levy of 4m (this
is an anpbunt prescribed by the Departnment of the
Environment to partially offset the additional cost of
the governnent grant towards rent all owances paid to the
tenants of the housing association). O the renaining
49m 37m (75% has to be set aside

This would | eave the Council 12mto reinvest in new
capi tal schenes.

The Council must set aside 75% of the net capita

recei pt, which may either be retained in the Council’s
accounts or be used to repay outstanding debt. |If the
Council actually repays the outstanding debt, then any
set aside capital receipts, in excess of the anount
required to repay debt nmay be used to fund new capita

i nvestnment. However, legislation specifically states
that the excess set aside capital receipts cannot be used



to fund Housi ng Associ ation schemes. Based upon the
financial position at 31 March 1995, taking into account
the outstanding | oan debt of 58m it is estimted that
the Council would be able to use a further 2mto fund

ot her capital schenes from excess set aside capita
receipts.

However, in repaying the outstanding debt the Counci
woul d incur a penalty estimated at 5m This penalty
exceeds the additional spending power from set aside
capital and therefore would not be cost effective. The
Council’s advi sors suggest a set aside margin of 10m
woul d nean the premature repaynment woul d be wort hwhil e.
What cannot be evaluated at this stage is the inpact upon
the Council’s Credit Approval s awarded by the Depart nent
of the Environnent for annual capital expenditure as in
determ ning these allocations assunptions are nade
regardi ng capital receipts.

Furthernore, stock transfer would mean that tenants
currently in receipt of rent rebates, which are an HRA
charge, woul d receive rent allowances, which are borne in
part by the Council taxpayer. After allow ng for
governnent grant the annual cost to the general fund is
estimated as 700, 000 plus the additional adm nistration
associ ated with raising, processing and posting cheques.
This is an annual cost for which there is currently no
adjustment in the SSA. Therefore, by spending up to SSA
the Council would need to find savings of 700,000 each
year to match the additional cost of rent all owances.

Stock transfer also neans that the Council would | ose
control over the level of rents levied. |[|f the housing
stock was transferred and rent charged to tenants

i ncreased the additional cost of rent all owances borne by
the Council taxpayer would al so increase.

In summary, disposing of the Council’s housing stock
woul d generate a capital receipt. It is estinmated this
woul d provide the Council with a one off sum of
approximately 12mto fund new capital schemes. However,
there woul d be additional annual costs to the genera
fund of 700,000 to neet the cost of rent allowances
paid to tenants of former HRA dwellings. Therefore the
one-of f gain in capital spending resources is offset
after a few years by the additional cost of housing
benefits.

Rent all owances are paid on statutory scales and as this
Council is already close to its standard spendi ng
assessnment the additional cost of benefits could only be
funded by naki ng budget savings or increasing incone
generation on discretionary budget heads.

This is the second time in recent nonths that | have
replied formally to nmenbers questions on L.S.V.T. This
answer provides nore extensive information than ny

previ ous one and | hope fully assures nenbers that under
the present circunstances there is nothing to be gained
from pursuing this option.



Furt hernmore, continued debate on this issue is very
unsettling to tenants, who by and | arge have no wish to
change their landlord. | respect that wish as | am sure
the majority of nmenbers do and so | hope that we can now
put the question of L.S.V.T behind us".

Clr WIson asked as a suppl enentary questi on whet her the
tenants had been advised that if the housing stock was
the subject of an L.S.V.T they would have no rent

i ncreases for 5 years whereas it was projected that rents
would rise by 48.7%if they remained with the Council.

A lr Robinson advised nenbers that this had not been
raised with tenants as they had made it clear that they
did not want to follow this option. She also questioned
the validity of the projected rise in rents. The
officers made a limted projection for next year’s rents
but there were sufficient unknown factors that this was
an i nexact science and could not be projected forward for
subsequent years. She reported that she had received a
letter fromthe tenants’ representatives expressing
extrene concern that the Council may consider an L.S. V. T.

NOTI CES OF MOTI ON

In accordance with Standing Order 7 dlr Cooke noved the
foll owing notion: -

"That the Council wites to the Prine Mnister, |oca
Menmbers of Parlianent, the Menber of the European
Parlianent and the French Governnent to:-

(a) Depl ore the recent decision by the French Governnent
to carry out new nuclear tests in the South Pacific
whi ch danage the fragil e eco-systens throughout the
world including the historic | andscapes of the New
For est;

(b) Advi se them of our belief that French plans for
nucl ear tests will hinder progress towards a ful
test ban Treaty;

(c)Note that the British Governnent has so far failed to
condemm the French decision or rule out the
possibility of simlar tests by this country and the
Council therefore urge Central Governnent to:-

(1) Condem the French Governnment’s decision to carry
out nucl ear weapon tests;

(2) Press the French Government to abandon their
nucl ear test plans and;

(3) GQuarantee that there will be no new British
weapons tests".

The notion was seconded by C I r Maynard

In accordance with Standing Order 7 (4) the Chairnan
considered that it was conclusive to the despatch of the
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Council’s business to debate the matter at this neeting.
Clr Cooke rem nded nenbers that events far away from
this District could have a significant effect of the

at nrosphere and therefore the environnent. Aeroso
propellents released in the northern heni sphere were
destroyi ng ozone over the Antarctic - while the eruption
of Mount St Hel ens had affected the weather in this
country. Nuclear testing in the South Pacific could

t herefore have a harnful effect on the people and

envi ronnent of the New Forest.

It would not be acceptable to devel oping countries for
France to sign a test ban treaty after they had carried
out these tests. 1In addition, the test results, because
of the technical characteristics of the test site, would
be of poor quality and supply little unique information.
The French CGovernment were gaining support for their
actions fromthe British Government, which she depl ored.

Clrs Beeton and Kendal opposed any increase in nuclear
or chemical testing, but believed that it would be unw se
to allow other countries to devel op nore advanced weapons
than ours. dIr Kendal also questioned the stance on
nucl ear tests by China. He believed that the possession
of nucl ear weapons by the United States and this country
had stopped maj or confrontations for the |last 45 years.
He believed France had the right to test, and had chosen
an area where they would cause no harm Sunspot activity
woul d have a greater effect on the atnosphere than

nucl ear tests.

A nunber of nenbers expressed concern that it was easy
to ignore the effects of increased nuclear radiation, as
it was an unseen danger but it nonetheless did natter.
There had been an increase in the incidence of |eukaem a
in Australia and New Zeal and foll owi ng previous French
nucl ear tests in the Pacific. It was difficult to
sustain an argunment for better deterrent weapons when
there were already enough to destroy the world severa
times over. |Indeed, there had been war in sone part of
the world, including Europe, ever since the end of the
last world war. Over the past ten years arns
negoti ati ons had achi eved a reduction in the nunber of
weapons hel d by the super powers. The French desire for
bi gger bonbs coul d not be justified when peopl e should be
wor ki ng towards peace

In replying to the debate, CIlr Cooke deplored the

nucl ear testing in China, but did not believe that they
were open to influence as France m ght be. She re-
enphasi sed t he danger posed by nucl eotides entering the
at nrosphere and therefore into human bodi es.

Wth 33 nmenbers voting in favour of the notion, 8 against
and 12 abstentions, the notion was carri ed.

Not e: Cllrs Austin, Beeton, Kendal and Scott voted
agai nst the notion.

COMMON SEAL.



RESOLVED:
Resol ved that the Commpn Seal of the Council be affixed

to any Orders, Deeds or Docunments necessary to give
effect to any decisions made at this neeting.

CHAI RMAN



