10 JANUARY 1994
NEW FOREST DI STRI CT COUNCI L

M nutes of a neeting of the New Forest District Council held at
Appl etree Court, Lyndhurst on 10 January 1994.

p Adlr Ms J K Vernon-Jackson MBE JP - Chairnan
p Clr S S Wade - Vice-Chairman
Counci |l | ors: Counci |l | ors:

p Ms N E Alldridge p R C H Hale

p K E Austin p F R Harrison

p Ms O A M Badl and p Ms Y P Hol | oway
p S Bail ey p Ms A M Howe

p P A Baker p J M Hoy

p Ms P D Baker p J A G Hutchins JP
p Ms MJ Banni ster p J Lovering

p Maj or C Beeton MBE p J Maynard

p W E B Boot hby p N D M McGeor ge

e E R Bowing p Ms M MLean

p Ms D M Brooks p M ss G E Meaden

p D S Burdle p RF Oton

p R J Burnett p P G Pearce-Snith
p J E Col es p C G Ransden

p M ss S A Cooke p A WRice TD

p D E Cracknel | p M ss G M Ri ckus CBE
p J GCraig p Ms M J Robi nson
p W F Croydon p D N Scott

p B ACullers p Li eut Col M J Shand
p G Dawson p S A Shepherd

p J J Dawson p A J Simons

p M ss P A Drake p Ms B Smith

p B C Earwi cker p Ms L P Snashal l

p Major S S Elvery p G Spi ki ns

p Ms L K Errington p R G Ver non- Jackson
p L P G bbs p G H Wl es

p WJ Geer p Ms D WI son

p AJ CGiffiths p Ms P A Weth

Oficers Attending:
PADHyde, NJ Gbbs, DA @Qrney, Ms MHolnmes, E S Johnson, | B
Macki ntosh, M ss J Debnam T R Sinpson and, for part of the neeting,
MJ Sully.
CHAI RVAN' S ANNOUNCEMENTS.
(a) John Bowker and Sidney Street
The Chairman advi sed nmenbers, with regret, of the deaths of
former County Councillor John Bowker, and forner District and

Hordl e Parish Councillor, Sidney Street.

Al'l those present stood as a token of respect.



(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

New Year’s Honours

The Chairnman was pl eased to announce that a nunber of |oca

peopl e had received recognition in the New Year’'s Honours List.
Eri c Hounsl ow, the Senior Divisional Oficer for the Southanpton
and New Forest Division of the Hanpshire Fire and Rescue Service
had been awarded the Queen’s Fire Service Medal for distinguished
service. The Chief Fire Oficer at Fawl ey Refinery, Barry
Browni ng, had been awarded the MBE for services to industrial
safety. The MBE had al so been awarded to Lt Col M ke

Reeve- Tucker of the newy forned Princess of Wil es Roya

regiment; Frank Wight a retired British Airways worker; Derek
Thonson a | eadi ng New Forest Keeper and John Purkess, who ran the
general store in Brockenhurst and was a forner president of the
British Independent G ocers Association

The Chairman had sent letters of congratulation on behalf of this
Council to all these people.

FI oodi ng

The Chai rman advi sed nenbers that over a hundred hones in this
District and many outbuil di ngs, roads and gardens had been

i nundated with fl ood water follow ng the exceptional rainfall on
30 Decenber 1993 and the week after. This was the fourth flood
to cause damage this winter. The Council had responded to over
500 tel ephone calls and had delivered nore than 2,500 sand bags
to worried residents. Additional staff had been brought in to

i nvestigate the problens, with first priority being given to the
fl oods which damaged homes. Reports would be taken to
appropriate comrttees.

The Chai rman t hanked and commended the Council’s officers,
officers of the Fire Brigade and the District and Loca
Council l ors who had all worked very hard, for |ong hours, over
the holiday period in order to respond to the energency. In
particular, Clrs Mr Beeton, Simmons and Scott had all done
stirling work in their local comunities. She had witten to
everyone involved to thank themfor their efforts.

O her nmenmbers comrended a nunber of senior officers for their
particularly hel pful response to this enmergency. Menbers
appl auded all those involved.

Chairman’s Carol Service

The Chairman was pl eased to announce that the Carol Service, held
on 15 Decenber 1993 at the St Mchael and All Angels Church
Lyndhurst, had proved very successful. A collection at the end
of the service had raised 91 for the Charity "Shelter".

Ben Buchanan

The Chai rnman wel comed Ben and Joy Buchanan to the neeting for a
presentation to mark Ben's retirenment. Ben had served Articles
with Messrs Coward Chance in London before joining this Authority
as an Assistant Solicitor in July 1974. Hi s abilities and
expertise, particularly in the field of planning | aw, were

qui ckly realised both inside and beyond this Authority. He was



53.

54,

appoi nted as Seni or Assistant Solicitor in April 1981 and Chi ef
Solicitor in Decenber 1988. The Chairnman spoke of the

wi | lingness with which Ben had hel ped the el ected nenbers, who
coul d be sure of sound practical advice which sought a sol ution
to their problems. She wi shed himevery success and happi ness in
the future

(1) Ti m ng Mechani sm

The Chairnman drew nenbers’ attention to the automatic tining
system whi ch woul d be used at this neeting as an experinment. She
invited menmbers to express their views on the systemfoll ow ng

t he neeti ng.

M NUTES.

Cllr Burdle advised nenbers that Mnute 37(g) should be anended to
correct the spelling of M Kollar’s name. Wth respect to Mnute
48(a), which related to St Barbe's, Lynmington, CIr Burdle pointed out
that there was no record of a reply to questions he had raised. dIr
Ms WIlson did not believe this minute fully reflected her contention
that she considered there was a question of truth as to the information
given to nmenbers regarding contacts with the Red Cross.

Clr Scott referred to Mnute 37(f) and regretted that his specific
reference to the role played by the Contract Services Ceneral Manager
had not been included. He believed that this officer should have been
included in the presentation. dIr Mss Rickus advised nenbers that
she would convey CIr Scott’s regrets to the Contract Services CGenera
Manager, but as that officer had nade the arrangenents for the
presentation she did not believe that any slight had been intended to,
or taken by, that officer

RESOLVED:

That the mnutes of the nmeeting held on 8 Novenber 1993, having been
circulated, be signed by the Chairman as a correct record, subject to
t he amendnent of Mnute 37(g) to refer to M Joseph Kol l ar

PLANNI NG COW TTEE

Cllr G Dawson presented the mnutes of the neetings held on 10 Novenber
and 8 Decenber 1993.

On the notion that the m nutes be recei ved and recommendati ons be
adopt ed: -

(a) 1994/95 Bids for Transport Capital Programe (M nute 152)

Clr Baker expressed his concern that inprovements to the A338
bet ween Fordi ngbri dge and Ri ngwood woul d be prejudiced by the
Departnent of Transport cutting the County Council’s H ghways
Capital Programme from 37.7mthis year to 28. 7mnext. No new
maj or transport schenes would be started next year and the
Departnment of Transport had said that they envisaged no nore than
one mmj or schene per county in future years. Wrk to the A338
was essential as it was a major route to the Mdlands and had a
poor accident record. This Council should | obby vigorously on
this matter, and in particular wite to Robert Key, MP for
Sal i sbury, who was also Parlianentary Under Secretary of State in



t he Departnent of Transport. CdIr Vernon-Jackson shared the
concern at the loss of grant to the County Council. He
considered that a nunber of minor schenes, which could provide
significant |ocal benefit, would be |ost.

Clr Hale believed that Part ix(3) of the resolution should refer
to the B3078 Station Road, Fordingbridge. dlrs Austin, Mjor
Elvery, Rice and Giffiths believed that the A337/Barton Court
Avenue, New MIton traffic signals should be accorded hi gher
priority in the mnor schemes programme (Part iv), particularly
as the Town and District Councils were naking a significant
contribution towards the cost.

Clr Burdle believed that Part vi should enphasise that a
roundabout on the A326, Totton Western Bypass/ Cal nore Link Road
junction was a short term neasure, not tenporary.

Cllr Lovering considered that there was nerit in the Governnent’s
policy to curtail public expenditure. He did not believe that
the A338 was the highest priority schene under consideration

Clr Mss Rickus believed that inprovenents to the A35/C49 Cat
and Fiddle junction should refer to the installation of traffic
lights.

Cllr Wales did not consider that it was appropriate for this
nmeeting to debate matters whi ch had been del egated to, and
properly determined by, programe comnrittees.

The Chai rman advi sed nenbers that these bids would be discussed
thoroughly with the County Council at a forthconing neeting.

(b) Canpi ng and Caravanning Policies : Coastal Towns Local Plan
(M nute 153)

In answer to concerns raised by Clr Lovering, he was advi sed
that the proposed anmendnment to policy applied only to the Coasta
Towns Local Plan area

(c) Lyndhurst Police Station, Ronmsey Road, Lyndhurst
(Application 53115) (M nute 157)

AAlr Ms Weth thanked her fellow menbers and the officers for
the efforts they had made to oppose these proposals. She was
saddened that the County Council had decided to proceed, in the
face of total |ocal opposition. dIlr Geer concurred. He had
attended neetings with the County Council on this matter and had
concluded that the local views were not being regarded.

A lr Vernon-Jackson also regretted the County Council’'s decision
to proceed, but believed they had been forced into this position
through their funding fromthe Lord Chancellor’s office being cut
to pronote the rationalisation of Courts

RESOLVED:

That the m nutes be received and the reconmendati ons be adopt ed.

55. LI CENSI NG COW TTEE



56.

57.

Clr Burnett presented the minutes of the nmeetings held on 11 Novenber
and 25 Novenber (two sets) 1993.

On the notion that the m nutes be recei ved and recommendati ons be
adopt ed: -

(a) Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Drivers’ Licences -
CGuidelines Relating to Convictions (M nute 56)

Clr R ce welconed these recommendati ons, which he believed

vi ndi cat ed nenbers’ insistence that the previous proposals shoul d
be referred back for further consideration. He felt the
guidelines still fell short of the ideal, particularly as they
were not necessarily being applied rigorously and people with
unspent convictions were being granted a licence. The Counci

nmust take a strong |line where serious convictions were invol ved
and mai ntain the highest standards in the country. He wel coned
proposal s to seek an amendnent to this |egislation.

Clr MGeorge al so supported the recommendati ons. He advised
menbers that Superintendent Readhead had been nost hel pful at the
meeting. He drew nmenbers’ attention to Appendix 3, the sumary
of principal rehabilitation periods. Any sentence of nore than
30 nont hs i nmprisonnment could not be spent and woul d, therefore,
have to be declared and coul d be taken into account. This
covered all serious offences. He believed that |obbying to
change the legislation to allow spent convictions to be taken

i nto account would be a wel cone addition to existing protection

(b) Application for Pernmit for Amusenent with Prizes Machines -
Runbri dge Street Amusenment Centre, Totton (M nute 57)

Clr Vernon-Jackson congratul ated the Licensing Committee in
refusing this application. He opposed any proposals which woul d
make ganbling machines available to children. Children who did
not have the noney to fund an addiction to ganbling could conmt
illegal acts to try to obtain cash

RESOLVED:

That the m nutes be received and the reconmendati ons be adopt ed.

LElI SURE SERVI CES COW TTEE

Clr J J Dawson presented the minutes of the nmeeting held on 16
Novenber 1993.

On the notion that the mnutes be received: -
RESCOLVED:

That the mnutes be received.

ENVI RONVENTAL SERVI CES COWM TTEE

Clr Ms Vernon-Jackson presented the mnutes of the neetings held on
18 Novenber and 7 Decenber 1993.

On the notion that the mnutes be received and the reconmendati ons be
adopt ed: -
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(a) 1994/ 95 Bids for Transport Capital Programme (M nute 73)
Clr Hale advised nmenbers that part ix(3) of the resolution
shoul d be amended to refer to the B3078, Station Road,
For di ngbri dge to be consistent with the Planning Conmittee.

(b) Hythe Ferry (M nute 79)
Clr Ms Smith expressed the thanks of people on the Wterside
for the work of this Council, the County Council and Sout hanpton
City Council to save the ferry.
In answer to questions, CIlr Ms Vernon-Jackson advi sed nenbers
that Hythe and Di bden Parish Council were naking a contribution
towards the cost of subsidising the ferry. Although it was
understood that a purchaser had been found for the ferry,
negoti ati ons between the County Council and this Council had not
been concl uded, and therefore the exact position for this
Aut hority was not known.

RESCLVED

That the ninutes be received and the recomendati ons be adopt ed.

HOUSI NG COW TTEE.

clr

M s Robi nson presented the minutes of the neeting held on 23

Novenmber 1993.

On the notion that the m nutes be received and the recommendati ons be
adopt ed: -

(a)

Counci|l Mortgages (M nute 72)

Clrs Giffiths, Ms WIson and Austin believed the Counci

shoul d continue to offer nortgages to Council tenants who w shed
to buy their Council house. dder tenants, and those in
non-traditional construction houses would not be able to obtain
nort gages through the private sector and woul d be deprived the
right to buy through this decision. This Council should | eave
the decision whether to buy to the tenants and not renove their
liberty by failing to nmake the necessary finance available. dIr
Ms Banni ster also believed that the right to buy should apply to
all tenants equally and the Council should operate a transfer
policy where the tenant wi shed to buy, but lived in a
non-traditionally constructed hone.

Clr MGeorge believed that the decision not to offer nortgages
renoved an option which it would not have been sensible for the
tenant to pursue. The former tenant could be tied to a property
whi ch they could not nortgage to extend, nor resell. In
addition, the Council’s nortgage rate had to be higher than
conmer ci al val ues.

Clr Vernon-Jackson supported freedom of choice. He believed
that all properties should be treated equally and nortgaged

t hrough commercial channels if they qualified. This Council was
only declining to be the | ender
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60.

61.

In answer to a question fromdIlr Scott, CIr Ms Robinson
advi sed nmenbers that the tenants’ associations had received
copies of the report in advance. No adverse view had been
expressed either before the neeting, or by the co-opted tenants’
representative during the neeting.
RESCLVED
That the ninutes be received and the recomendati ons be adopt ed.
CONTRACT SERVI CES COW TTEE

Clr Mss Rickus presented the minutes of the neeting held on 30
Novenber 1993.

On the notion that the m nutes be received: -

RESCOLVED:

That the minutes be received.

CENTRAL SERVI CES COMM TTEE

Clr Wade presented the minutes of the neeting held on 7 Decenmber 1993.

On the notion that the m nutes be received and the recomendati on be
adopt ed: -

RESOLVED:
That the m nutes be received and the reconmendati on be adopt ed.
STRATEA C GROMH I N TOTTON ADVI SCRY COW TTEE.

Clr Shepherd presented the minutes of the neeting held on 7 Decenber
1993.

On the notion that the minutes be received: -
(a) Provi si on of Educational Facilities in West Totton (M nute 26)

Clr Ms WIlson drew nmenbers’ attention to the projected

shortfall in primary school provision in Totton. It was expected
that there would be a shortfall of secondary places in New
Mlton. It should be established whether this was a

District-wi de problemand if so, representations should be made
to the County Counci l

Clr Mss Rickus believed that | ocal people were being

di sadvant aged by Government policy which required that the
availability of places in nearby schools should be taken into
account when determ ning needs. Investigations for the Council’s
subm ssion for unitary authority status had established there
were 4,000 spare places in primary schools in the Forest. One of
the first responsibilities of a new unitary authority should be
to exam ne this problem

Clr Lovering cautioned that the provision in Totton appeared to
be the subject of a political argunent between three schools and
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may not be representative of problens el sewhere in the District.
Clr Burdle believed that a shortfall was inevitable as sites
originally designated for schools had been declared surplus to
requi rements by the County Council and sold for additiona

housi ng. He was not happy that pupils would have to be bussed to
ot her areas.

Cllr Ms Bannister considered that any investigation and
subsequent report should include all factors, including transport
costs. Travel to a nore renote school might involve significant
expendi ture by parents, even though the education place itself
was free.

Clr Giffiths noved that a letter be sent to the County Counci
asking themnot to sell any school land in this District, as it
nm ght prejudice a subsequent unitary authority’'s ability to plan
their education provision properly. The amendnent was seconded
by dlr Ms Wlson. dIr Vernon-Jackson considered that such a
letter should also be sent to the Departnent of Education to
request themto review their requirenment for County Councils to
sell excess land; and also to reverse the pronotion of grant
mai nt ai ned status, which nmtigated agai nst coherent education

pl anni ng.

Clr Geer nmoved, and dlr Ms WIson seconded a further
amendnent that a report on education provision in this District,
based upon the information obtained for the preparation of the
unitary authority bid, should be subnitted either to the
Educati on Panel, or the Policy and Resources Comittee as
appropriate. Such report should include other issues such as

cars from Totton Col |l ege overspilling into the Leisure Centre car
park; and the sale of the Fernhill School site in New MIton

RESOLVED:

(a) That the ninutes be received,;

(b) the County Council be requested not to sell any school land in
this District, as it mght prejudice a subsequent unitary
authority's ability to plan their education provision properly;
and

(c) a report on education in the District be subnitted to a neeting

of the Education Panel, or Policy and Resources Conmittee as
appropri ate.

POLI CY AND RESOURCES COWM TTEE

Clr Coles presented the nminutes of the neeting held on 15 Decenber

1993.

On the notion that the m nutes be received and the recommendati ons be
adopt ed: -

(a) District Auditor’'s Managenment Letter to Menbers 1992/93

(Mnute 72)

Sonme nmenbers wel comed the District Auditor’s comrents on the
Counci | s budgeting and budgetary control, although there was
sone confusion as to whether this inplied approval from Central



(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

CGover niment .

Cllr Scott did not accept that the budget was prudent as
expendi ture had increased by 24% over the |l ast two years and he
expected the County Council would be increasing their budget by
20% i n 1994/ 95.

Provi sional Standard Spendi ng Assessnents (M nute 73)

Clr MGeorge' s objection to the term"custoners" was noted. He
did not consider that it was correct to view local residents’
needs in ternms relating to noney.

Application for Grant 1993/94 - National Council for
One Parent Fanilies (Mnute 75)

Cllrs Lovering, Burdle, Geer and Austin wel coned the decision
not to give a grant to the National Council for One Parent
Families. They had not fulfilled the role that they had pl edged
and better quality information had been avail abl e through
Citizens' Advice Bureaux. dIr Ms Robinson also regretted that
this group had not fulfilled the valuable role that they had
prom sed to a vul nerable sector of society. She agreed that no
grant should be offered but remi nded nenbers that the grant given
in the previous year had been on an experinental basis to assess
per f or mance.

New Forest 2000 - 1993/94 Action Programme (M nute 76)

A lr Vernon-Jackson believed this report highlighted the need to
saf eguard | and which was allocated for industrial purposes from
devel opnent for other uses such as retail stores. He hoped the
Council would continue its strong opposition to the retai

devel opnent of the Wellworthy site, Lymi ngton.

Hunting of Wld Animals with Dogs (Mnute 77)

Clr R ce disclosed a non-pecuniary interest in this matter. He
remained in the neeting to speak but did not vote.

Cllr Rice noved that recommendati on (b) should be deleted. The
County Council were well aware of the role of the Martin Down
Managenent Committee and were presently involved in the
production of a Managenment Plan for the Downs. The anendnent was
seconded by CIr Lt Col Shand.

Cllr Craig considered it entirely proper to draw the County
Council’s attention to their agreement with this authority for
t he managenent of the Downs.

Menbers di scussed a policy opposing the hunting or coursing of
live animals for sport. Sonme nenbers questioned why hunting with
one dog woul d not be opposed, while hunting with two would be
considered cruel. The neaning of the term"w ld ani nal s" was
guesti oned, as was the term "unnecessary suffering". It was
noted that hunting could cause suffering and death both to the
prey and to the hounds.

Wth three nenbers voting in favour and the majority against, the
amendnment was | ost.
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64.

() Gurney Dixon Centre, Pennington, Lym ngton (M nute 84)

Clrs MCGeorge and Rice disclosed non-pecuniary interests in this
matter. They remained in the neeting but did not vote. dlIr
Scott al so disclosed a non-pecuniary interest.

A nunber of menbers expressed their concern at County Counci
proposal s to di spose of the Gurney Dixon Centre. They considered
it a further case of asset stripping and believed that |oca
organi sati ons, such as the Red Cross, should have been offered
the opportunity to express an interest. Conmercial marketing, to
the tight tinetable given, would prevent |ocal organisations from
being able to bring together a bid within the tinme all owed.
Communi ty needs shoul d be established and fully di scussed before
t he buil di ng was sol d.

Clr Wales noved that this matter be referred back for further
consi deration. The anmendnent was seconded by Clr Ms WIson.

O her menbers recalled that this building had been hel d vacant,
and interest invited, for a nunber of years. The marketing
exerci se was an innovative approach to elicit viable community
interest. It was not believed that the building was suitable for
teachi ng purposes. The County Council had acceded to the request
to extend the deadline by which responses shoul d be received.

Wth 22 nmenbers voting in favour and a greater nunber voting
agai nst, the anendnment was | ost.

RESOLVED
That the ninutes be received and the recomendati ons be adopt ed.

APPO NTMENT OF CLERK TO THE HOUSI NG BENEFI T, COVMUNI TY CHARGE
BENEFI T AND COUNCI L TAX BENEFI T REVI EW BOARDS

RESOLVED:

That, with effect from 10 January 1994 until 25 July 1994, Terence
Ronal d Si npson be designhated Clerk to the Housing Benefit, Comrunity
Charge Benefit and Council Tax Benefit Revi ew Boards.

THE COUNCI L TAX BASE FOR TAX SETTI NG ( REPORT A).

Menbers considered a detailed report with set out the nmatters which
shoul d be taken into account in approving the tax base for the Counci
Tax in the year 1994/ 95.

RESOLVED:

(a) That the calculation of the Council’s tax base for the year
1994/95, as set out in the report, be approved.

(b) That pursuant to this report and in accordance with the Loca
Aut horities (Calcul ation of Tax Base) Regul ations 1992, the
anount cal cul ated by the New Forest District Council as its
Counci| tax base for the year 1994/95 shall be as follows, and as
further detailed in !Appendix 1! to these nminutes:-



PARI SH TOAN TAX BASE

Beaul i eu 451.70
Bol dre 1, 008. 12
Br anshaw 309. 56
Br ockenhur st 1,627.92
Copyt hor ne 1,161. 00
Denny Lodge 158. 65
Hyt he and Di bden 7, 005. 96
East Bol dre 372. 29
Totton and Eling 9, 203.12
Exbury and Lepe 100. 12
Fawl ey 4,637. 45
Lyndhur st 1, 381. 40
Mar chwood 1, 695. 32
M nst ead 337. 97
Net | ey Marsh 796. 14
Sway 1, 553. 35
Ashurst and Col bury 886. 36
Br eanor e 177.92
Burl ey 730. 02
Bransgore 1, 810. 56
Darmer ham 230. 52
El I i ngham Harbridge and |bsl ey 547.93
For di ngbri dge 2, 253. 29
Hal e 244.70
Martin 168. 91
Ri ngwood 4,995. 34
Rockbour ne 152. 34
Sopl ey 301. 00
Whi t sbury 101. 21
Whodgr een 247. 10
Hyde 461. 01
Sandl eheat h 240. 64
Lym ngt on and Penni ngt on 6, 208. 71
M | f ord- on- Sea 2,490. 68
Hordl e 2,135.31
New M [ ton 9,593.41
Whol e District 65, 777. 03

SEALI NG OF DOCUMENTS.
RESOLVED:

That the Common Seal of the Council be affixed to any orders, deeds or
docunents necessary to give effect to any decision nade at this neeting.

CHAI RVAN



