18.

NEW FOREST DI STRI CT COUNCI L

M nutes of a neeting of the New Forest District Council held at
Appl etree Court, Lyndhurst on Monday, 27th July 1992.

p Clr. J.E. Coles - Chairman
p AAlr. Ms. J.K Vernon-Jackson, MBE JP - Vice-Chairnman

Counci |l | ors: Counci |l l ors:
p Ms. N.E. Aldridge p F.R Harrison
p K. E Austin p Ms. Y.P. Holl oway
p Ms. OA M Badl and p Ms. AM Howe
p S. Bailey p J.M Hoy
p P. A, Baker p J.A. G Hutchins, JP
p Ms. P.D. Baker p J. Lovering
p Ms. MJ. Bannister p J. Maynard
p Maj or C. Beeton p Ms. M MLean
p W E. B. Boot hby p N.D.M MCeorge
p E.R Bowing M ss G E. Meaden
p D.S. Burdle p RF. Oton
p R J. Burnett p P.G Pearce-Snith
p Ms. D.M Brooks p C. G Ransden
p M ss S. A Cooke p AW Rice, TD
p D.E. Cracknell p Mss GM Rickus, CBE
p J.G Craig p Ms. MJ. Robinson
p WF. Croydon p D.N. Scott
p B.A Cullers p Lt. Col. MJ. Shand
G Dawson p S. A. Shepherd
p J.J. Dawson p A.J. Si mons
p M ss P. A Drake p Ms. B. Snmith
p B. C. Earwi cker p Ms. L.P. Snashall
p Maj or S.S. Elvery p G Spi ki ns
p Ms. L.K Errington p R G Vernon-Jackson
p L.P. G bbs p S. S. Wade
p WJ. Geer p G H Wiles
p A J.C. Giffiths Ms. D. WIlson
p R CH Hale p Ms. P.A Weth
Apol ogi es:

for absence were received fromdlrs. G Dawson, Mss Maden and Ms.

W | son.
O ficers Attending:

P.A. D. Hyde, N.J. Gbbs, DA @rney, Ms. M Holnes, E S. Johnson,
| .B. Mackintosh, B. Buchanan and M ss J. Debnam

M NUTES.
RESCLVED:
That the minutes of the neeting held on 18th May 1992,

havi ng been circul ated, be signed by the Chairman as a
correct record.
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MEMBERSHI P.

The Returning Oficer formally reported that on

11t h June 1992, Benjami n Charles Earw cker was el ected
to represent the MIton Ward, and had signed his

decl aration of acceptance of office.

The Chairman wel coned ClIr. Earwi cker to his first
neeti ng of the Council.

QUEEN S BI RTHDAY HONOURS.

The Chairman was pleased to announce that M. Rol ey
Stafford of Lym ngton had been awarded an O B.E. for
his work for the disabled. M. Edward Pearn, who was
Hanpshire Fire Brigade' s Assistant Chief Fire Oficer,
had been awarded the Queen’s Fire Service Medal for

| oyal service and dedication to duty. The Chairnman
congratul ated them on their awards.

CHAI RVAN' S ANNOUNCEMENTS.
(a) Councillor Ms. Vernon-Jackson

The Chairnan wel comed the Vi ce-Chairman back to
her first meeting follow ng her recent

operation. dIr. Ms. Vernon-Jackson thanked her
fell ow Menbers and Oficers for their nmessages
and best w shes during her period of

conval escence.

(b) M. George Dickinson

The Chairnman was sad to report the recent death
of M. George Dickinson, a forner Rating O ficer
who had served the New Forest Rural District
Council for over 40 years.

Al'l those present stood in silence as a token of
respect.

(c) Council lor Ms. Hol |l oway

The Chairnman was delighted to announce that dlr.
M's. Yvonne Hol |l oway had been selected to
represent Great Britain in a nunber of events at
the Paral ynpics to be held in Barcel ona during
Septenber of this year. Al those present wi shed
her every success in her events.

CENTRAL SERVI CES COW TTEE.

Clr. Wade presented the minutes of the meetings held
on 18th May and 29th June 1992.

On the notion that the m nutes be received and the
reconmendati ons be adopted: -

(a) Public Relations (Mnute 11)



Clr. Geer did not consider that the publication
of a news bulletin or undertaking a narket
research study could be justified until the
Counci| had established the direction it would be
taking in the future. He also considered that
there should be a single public relations
function in the authority which co-ordinated all
such activities and publications. This view was
supported by Clr. Mr Elvery.

Cllr. Ms. Errington considered that the public
relations function al so needed to be co-ordinated
with other bodies to prevent nultiple
publications on topics, such as the coast. She
al so doubted the value of producing a publication
when the recipients were unable to alter any of
the matters which they did not |ike.

Clr. Ms. Weth did not consider that a market
research study could be justified in a period of
severe financial restraint. dIlr. Austin

consi dered that accommodation for the honel ess
shoul d take priority in the budgets.

Clr. Lovering believed it was each individual
Councillor’s duty to find out their constituents’
views and a narket survey shoul d be superfl uous.
Clr. Cullers suggested that better infornmation
woul d be obtained at | ess cost through
distributing a questionnaire with the Council Tax
bills, thereby canvassing all the | ocal

el ectorate. CdIr. R ce considered the proposals
to be a wanton waste of nobney as the Governnent
woul d di sregard any expenditure on public

rel ati ons exercises of this kind.

Alr. R G Vernon-Jackson advi sed Menbers that

all public relations functions were being brought
under the control of the Public Relations Wrking
Party. The publication of a news bulletin had
cross party support. There was a need to tel

| ocal people what was bei ng done and why. The
Wor ki ng Party had questioned the cost of carrying
out this study, but had been satisfied that the
expenditure was essential to provide
statistically valid information which could be
used in support of the Council’s case at any
Public Inquiry into unitary authority status.

Clr. Oton concurred with this view He
commended the report which had been submitted to
the Working Party on this matter. The

i mplications of the Citizens' Charter were being
considered by all the political parties and it
must be recogni sed that governnent was bei ng
brought closer to the people. The news bulletin
and survey were natural progressions from
previous commitnents. He quoted from gui dance

i ssued by the A.D.C. regarding the use of



i ndependent consultants to provide information
whi ch woul d be acceptable to the Conmm ssion
reviewi ng | ocal governnment structure.

Clr. Ms. Robinson was al so concerned about
duplication of effort, but considered the
proposed research was essential to provide
reliable statistical information.

Clr. Burdle expressed his concern at the
proposed expenditure which he considered
unnecessary. He recalled the publication of

New Forest 2000 when the only criticism had been
of the expense of producing a |eaflet for each
household in the District. He supported the
application for unitary authority status, but did
not consider that this expenditure could be
justified. He noved that the m nute be referred
back for further consideration. The anmendnent
was duly seconded.

Clr. MCeorge advised Menmbers that surveys which
relied on the voluntary return of a questionnaire
by post had been proved to be statistically
unreliable. There was always a bias in favour of
conpl ai nants. The Conmi ssion review ng | oca
government structure woul d only accept
prof essi onal |y prepared surveys and woul d

di sregard i n-house studies. The survey was not
cheap, but was essential in the work for unitary
aut hority status.

Clr. Ms. Bannister cautioned that the
publications for tenants, sonme of which contained
statutory information, should be excluded from
the overall review of materials produced by the
Counci | .

In replying to the debate, Clr. Wade advi sed
that the co-ordination of the public relations
function was essential if the Authority w shed to
be professional in its approach. The review
woul d be carried out over the coming nonths. For
the overall benefit of the Council, he commended
both the publication of the news bulletin and the
mar ket research survey.

Wth 17 Menbers voting in favour and 32 voting agai nst,
t he amendnent was | ost.

(b)

Nat i onal Non-Donestic Rate - Applications for
Renmi ssion on G ounds of Hardship (Mnute 17)

Clr. Austin suggested that the continuing
recessi on was caused by a | ack confidence which
meant that people were saving rather than buying
items for which they had the necessary noney. He
urged that people should start to buy the goods
they required and, wherever possible to buy goods
of British manufacture
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(c)

Clr. Giffiths questioned whether 6,000 would
be sufficient to help |ocal shopkeepers whose
busi nesses were in trouble. He considered the
Counci | should nake nore than a token gesture.
These businesses would formthe basis for growth
in the local econony in the future.

Clr. Pearce-Smith suggested that |ocal snall
busi nesses should apply to have their rates
reduced. Property values had fallen since the
boom days when the rates were set.

Clr. Ms. Robinson agreed with the need to
support | ocal businesses but rem nded Menbers
that this schene was designed specifically to aid
shops which were vital to local conmunities, such
as village general stores. dlr. Cullers
confirmed this view and suggested that the
difficulties being experienced by |oca

busi nesses were synptomatic of a national problem
whi ch required action by central governnent.

Clr. Wade advised that this Authority only
funded 25% of the rem ssion granted, the rest
bei ng provided by the Governnent. The criteria
woul d be kept under review to ensure that a

bal anced deci si on was taken on the future of the
schene. The experience of other |ocal

aut horities suggested the eligible demand was
low, with a neighbouring authority having
received only one application

Vol unt ary Redundancies (M nute 19)

In answer to a question fromdC |r. Major Beeton
Menbers were advised that a report setting out
net savings as a result of voluntary redundancies
woul d be avail able on Thursday, 30th July 1992.

RESOLVED:

That the m nutes be received and the reconmendati ons be
adopt ed.

CONTRACT SERVI CES COW TTEE

clr.

M ss Rickus presented the mnutes of the neetings

held on 18th May and 30th June 1992

On the notion that the m nutes be received: -

(a)

Term Contract for Housing M ntenance 1992/ 93
(Mnute 7)

Cllr. Craig referred to the decision to ask Clr.
Scott to | eave the nmeeting and regretted that the
m nute did not reflect that two Menbers had
strongly objected to the nmotion to exclude him
He felt that this was a di scourteous action
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based on groundl ess fears. He considered that no
Menber shoul d be asked to | eave a neeting without
a good, clearly stated reason and he strongly
criticised the Conmttee' s actions.

Clr. Geer did not think that it was right for a
Menber to have to | eave the neeting because
another felt intimdated by their presence. This
i nvol ved a question of principle. He asked under
whi ch Standing Order Clr. Scott had been asked
to | eave and was advi sed by the Chairnman that
there was no Standing Order applicable. He
considered this was a regrettable incident which
shoul d not be repeated.

Cllr. Burdle could not recall any previous

i nstance when a Councillor had been asked to

| eave a neeting. No proper explanation had been
given in this case and the only valid reason
woul d have been on the grounds of bad behavi our
He considered the inplication of intimdation set
a dangerous precedent for the future.

Clr. Austin enphasised that Clr. Scott had
behaved faultlessly throughout the neeting.

Cllr. Cullers suggested that Clr. Scott should
have insisted on his right to remain in the
neeting. He did, however, recognise that the
Counci|l now separated the client and contractor
functions and that Menbers could not serve on
both the Housing and Contract Services
Conmittees. dIr. Scott was a Menber of the
Housi ng Commi tt ee.

Cllr. Scott considered it had been an unfortunate
i ncident. He had asked for the reasons for his
excl usion, which had not been given. He had left
as he did not wish to be objectionable and he did
understand the difference in responsibilities
between the client and contractor sides. He had
expected an apol ogy afterwards.

In areply, dlr. Mss Rickus concurred with the
points raised by Clr. Craig and hoped that there
woul d be no recurrence of this type of incident.
She expressed her regret if Clr. Scott had felt
of fended, but had not thought it had been that
kind of situation. She regretted the need for
Clr. Scott to have been asked to | eave and hoped
it need not happen again in the future.

RESOLVED:

That the m nutes be received.

EMERGENCI ES COW TTEE

clr.

Lt. Col. Shand presented the m nutes of the

neetings held on 18th May and 6th July 1992.
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On the notion that the m nutes be received: -

RESOLVED:

That the m nutes be received.

ENVI RONMVENTAL SERVI CES COW TTEE

clr.

Hoy presented the m nutes of the neetings held on

18th May and 4th June 1992.

On the notion that the m nutes be received and the
reconmendati ons be adopted: -

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

I mportation of Waste from Western Australia
(M nute 13)

Wi | e wel comi ng proposals to neet the Australian
Hi gh Conmissioner, Clr. R G Vernon-Jackson
consi dered that the Menbership suggested did not
adequately reflect the political balance of the
Council. He nmoved that the ninute be referred
back for further consideration. The anmendnent
was seconded by Clr. Cullers.

Clr. Ms. Bannister considered that, as the
Council was unaninous in its opposition to the
i mportation of toxic waste, the politica

per suasi on of the Councillors nmeeting the High
Conmi ssioner was irrelevant. This view was
supported by CIr. Hoy.

Wth 26 Menbers voting in favour and 25 voting
agai nst, the amendnment was carrried

Street Lighting to the Totton Western Bypass
Bet ween Col bury and Netley Marsh, Totton
(M nute 16)

Clr. J.J. Dawson expressed his satisfaction at
the Conmttee’ s request for street lighting on
this stretch of the Totton Wstern Bypass.

E.C. Frontier Control 1992 Single Market - Rabies
Control (Mnute 18)

Clr. Pearce-Smith expressed his concern that
custonms controls were being relaxed. He referred
to a recent incident where a yacht with animals
on board had been berthed in the Beaulieu River
for 36 hours before the Harbour Master had

noti ced and asked themto | eave.

Pest Control Service (Mnute 19)

Alr. R G Vernon-Jackson considered that the
wasp renoval service for the elderly should be
provided free of charge. He noved that this
m nute be referred back for further



(e)

(f)

consi deration. The amendnent was seconded by
Clr. Cullers.

Clr. Ms. Errington drew Members’ attention to
the discretion available to officers to waive the
charges. She did not feel it was appropriate to
provide a free service to all pensioners, sone of
whom were able to pay a reasonable charge. dlr.
Lovering al so considered that the discretion
allowed to officers should permt the charges to
be wai ved in cases of hardship.

Clrs. Boothby, Giffiths and J.J. Dawson each
referred to instances in their Wards where the
charge had not been waived in cases of financial
hardship. This was an inportant service as wasps
coul d be both inconveni ent and danger ous.

Clr. Ms. Bannister gave notice of a further
anendnment, for the service to be available free
of charge to all those who satisfied the criteria
for concessionary travel tokens. dIlr. Ms.

Robi nson i ndi cated her willingness to second this
further anendment. She suggested that the
Council had a corporate responsibility to help
the elderly and frail remain in their homes. The
further anmendnment was wi thdrawn on the assurance
that matters raised in the present debate woul d
be included in the report to Conmttee, should
the item be referred back for further
consideration. dIr. Ms. Holloway suggested
that famlies on Income Support or Disability

Al l owance were equally in need of help of this
kind. Wasps were dangerous to young children

Clr. Hoy advised Menbers that the Comrttee had
been assured that cases of hardship were rare and
he did not see the value of considering the
matter further.

Wth 31 Menbers voting in favour and fewer voting
agai nst, the anendnent was carried

Dog Control - The Way Forward (M nute 22)

Cllr. Lovering referred to the financial
difficulties being experienced by the R S.P.C. A
kennel s at Ashl ey Heath and questioned whet her
this Council used their services. |If so a
contribution should be nade to their funds.

He was advised that the Council did use the
Ashl ey Heath kennel s.

Red Meat Sl aughtering Facilities in the New
Forest (M nute 25)

Clr. Rice strongly supported the Conmittee’s
decision with respect to red neat slaughtering



facilities in the New Forest but referred also to
the cruelty inflicted on animals who were
exported live to the continent. He noved, as an
anmendnment, that the followi ng paragraph be added
to the resol ution:-

"(e) That this Council, while congratulating the
Prime Mnister on his appointnment to the
Presi dency of the European Econonic
Communi ty, neverthel ess urge hi m nost
strongly to exert his influence to secure
anendnents to E.E.C. legislation to
alleviate the suffering of aninmals in
transport to, and on, the continent,
including a reduction in the currently
perm ssi bl e, but unacceptable, hours of
transport, with all the resultant stress,
nm sery and frequent cruelty involved"

The amendnent was seconded by Clr. Cullers, who
questioned the right of European states, who
practised institutionalised, and public cruelty,
to i npose detail ed regulations on the operation
of sl aughterhouses. The Forest had a history of
managing its affairs well. He also referred to
the lack of firminformation, even at ministeria
I evel, on the operation of the new regul ati ons.

Clr. MGCeorge, in supporting the anmendnent,
referred to a recent conversation between

Clr. Rice and a representative of the Comni ssion
which inplied that individual governments were
responsi ble for the inplenentation of the new
regul ati ons. He considered that pressure should
be exerted on the Mnistry of Agriculture

Fi sheries and Food (MAFF) to resolve this

matter. He al so supported a ban on hunting in

t he New Forest.

Clr. J.J. Dawson considered that a derogation
shoul d be sought for the operation of the

sl aught erhouse at Hordl e and concurred with the
view that pressure should be exerted on MAFF. He
al so cautioned, however, that cruelty to aninmals
was not confined to the continent as the

i ntensi ve husbandry systens used in this country
were inherently cruel. This was an issue which
demanded public attention. This view was
supported by CIr. Boothby.

Cllr. Ms. Aldridge considered that the

provi sion of adequate slaughtering facilities was
essential to the well-being of commoning. She
feared the reintroduction of farmyard

sl aughtering and urged that pressure continue to
be exerted on the local MP.’s and ME. P. to
secure a short term derogation, and al so
financial support fromthe E.C. to provide
adequat e sl aughtering facilities for the future.



(9)

(h)

(i)

Cllr. Lovering welconed the attention now being
given to the live export of all aninmals.

Alr. R G Vernon-Jackson supported the need for
financial assistance to provi de adequate

sl aughtering facilities at Hordle. He referred
to a nobil e slaughterhouse now avail abl e whi ch
net the new requirenents, but was very

expensive. He also rem nded Menbers that the new
sl aughtering regul ati ons woul d i nprove the
standard of slaughtering throughout the E C. ,
bringing long termbenefits for aninmal welfare.

Clr. Cullers pronoted the concept of aninals
bei ng sl aughtered as close to their normal 1iving
pl ace as possi bl e.

In closing, Alr. Rice confirned the need to work
closely with MA F.F. to provide adequate
slaughtering facilities, but cautioned that

sl aughtering of animals should not be confused
with their handling beforehand.

Clr. Hoy advised that discussions were
continuing with the MP.’s and ME.P. on this
matter and strongly supported the proposed
anmendment .

The anendnent was unani nously agreed.

Wel | ands Road, Lyndhurst - Provision of Public
Car Parking Facilities (Mnute 26)

Clr. Earw cker asked that plain English should
be used in the m nutes.

Coast Protection - Hurst Spit Stabilisation -
Resources of Shingle (Mnute 29)

Clr. Pearce-Smith wel comed proposals to

repl eni sh the gravel at Hurst Spit with narine
aggregate. He suggested extraction should take
pl ace fromthe shingle bank which dried at |ow
wat er and had been inplicated in a nunber of
boati ng deaths. He trusted, however, that this
extraction would not set a precedent for
comercial gravel extraction off the coastline.

Recycling Plans (M nute 32)

Cllr. Burdle supported recycling but questioned
whet her the Council was adopting the right
approach. None of the rubbish collected from
househol ds was recycl ed and peopl e had to nake an
effort to take recyclable materials to the mni
recycling centres.

Clr. Ms. Smth believed that the next stage
woul d be the establishment of a collection system



(i)

but this would require funding fromcentra
governnment to set up the necessary
infrastructure. The success of the present
"bring" system denonstrated the willingness of
people to participate in recycling schenes.

Adlr. R G Vernon-Jackson wel coned the success of
the mni recycling centres and hoped that further
centres would be set up in Lym ngton.

Clr. Cullers suggested that it would cost Smto
establish a system of separation at source in the
District, which would require governnment funding
during the present financial restraint. He did
not feel that the target of 25%recycling by the
year 2000 was adequate. A target of 93% was
bei ng achi eved in sone European towns.

Cllr. Ms. Aldridge considered that recycling
was vital. The present "bring" systemwas very
successful with the centres being heavily used.
The use of recycling was pronoted by
advertisenents on all refuse collection
vehi cl es. She also believed that government
funds were essential to the introduction of a
coll ection system

Cllr. Hoy rem nded Menmbers that the potenti al
income fromrecycled materials was tied to market
forces, with some materials running at a | oss.

He al so advised Menbers that an ordinary refuse
vehi cl e was used as backup to the speciali st
service for collection fromrecycling centres, in
vi ew of the high demand.

Clr. Burdle suggested that there was a nationa
canpai gn to ensure a charge was levied for the
removal of waste paper.

Age Concern, Totton - Application for Funding for
Proposed Luncheon Club at West Totton (M nute 34)

Cllr. Ms. Bannister expressed thanks on behal f
of Age Concern for this Council’s decision to
fund half of the cost of a |uncheon club for West
Totton. She was saddened that the County Counci
were failing to nmeet their obligations to fund
this service. The document "Care in the

Conmuni ty" suggested that services of this
nature, to help the elderly stay in their hones,
shoul d be provided. However the County Counci
were failing to nmeet this obligation, and in
addi ti on were not adequately funding

neal s- on-wheels. There was now a waiting list on
the Waterside. dIlr. Ms. Howe, Cullers and
Greer shared this concern.

Cllr. Maynard was critical of the County
Counci |l 's expenditure on Social Services which
was significantly bel ow both the Government’s
gui del i nes, and the average of local authorities
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in their famly.

At the suggestion of Clr. R G Vernon-Jackson it
was agreed that the Chairman should wite to the
County Council to express concern on this matter,
with a copy of the letter being sent to the
Director of Social Services and Director of Age
Concern.

Clr. Hoy advised Members that the Conmittee had
been concerned at the lack of the funding by the
County Council and had consequently agreed a
virenment in order to help.

(k) Public Participation Periods (Mnute 37)

In answer to a question fromd |Ir. Wade, Menbers
were advised that a report on the operation of
public participation periods would be brought to
the relevant Committees in the Novenber/ Decenber
cycle of neetings.

RESOLVED:

(a) That the minutes be received and that the
recomendati ons be adopted subject to the
ref erence back of mnutes 13 and 19 and the
addition of the foll owi ng paragraph to the
resol ution of Mnute 25

"(e) That this Council, while congratulating the
Prime Mnister on his appointnent to the
Presi dency of the European Econonic
Communi ty, neverthel ess urge hi mnost
strongly to exert his influence to secure
anendnents to E.E.C. legislation to
alleviate the suffering of aninmals in
transport to, and on, the continent,
including a reduction in the currently
perm ssi bl e, but unacceptabl e, hours of
transport, with all the result at stress,
m sery and frequent cruelty invol ved”

(b) That the Chairman wite to the County Council to
express concern on the lack of funding for a
| uncheon club at West Totton and for
neal s-on-wheels in the District.

HOUSI NG COW TTEE.

Cllr. Ms. Bannister presented the mnutes of the
nmeetings held on 18th May and 23rd June 1992.

On the notion that the m nutes be received and t he
recommendat i ons be adopted: -

(a) Soci al Housing Schenmes 1992/93 (M nute 19)

Clr. R G Vernon-Jackson consi dered that the



(b)

(c)

| ack of housing for local needs in Lynington was
now serious and hoped that every effort would
continue to be nmade to provi de affordabl e housing
for young families.

Clr. Ms. Bannister referred to delays in
negoti ati ons with the Town Council which had put
back a social housing schenme to be built at

Ef ford Way, Pennington.

Rural Housi ng Speci al Programe 1992/93
(M nute 20)

Clr. MGeorge wel comed the co-operation afforded
by parish councils in the pronotion of social
housi ng schenes and suggested that, where they
did not support any schene, |ocal councils should
suggest alternative sites in their parish. dlr.
Burdl e considered that there was a need for
better consultation with the parish council in
the early stages of any such schene.

Clr. Ms. Bannister rem nded Menbers that each
schenme needed to be well advanced before an
application could be made for credit approval or
a housing association grant. |In accordance with
CGovernment advice, this Authority provided its
own | and holdings at nminimal cost. Should a
parish council wish to pronpote alternative
schenes, the cost of |and would be a significant
additional factor. As the cost rose, she
bel i eved the term "affordabl e" became |ess
applicable to the rents which had to be paid.
Clr. Ms. Bannister referred to the support

whi ch a nunber of parish councils had given to
soci al housing schemes in their areas and
bel i eved that the problenms now bei ng experienced
on several schenes were exceptions.

Clr. Lovering suggested the initiative should be
taken by the Planning Conmittee to identify sites
which were likely to gain approval for social
housi ng schenes.

Clr. Wales regretted any inplication that

Lym ngt on and Penni ngton Town Council had been
obstructive in progressing the social housing
schenme at Efford Way. The Town Council had
totally supported the phil osphy behind the
provision of |ocal housing. CIlr. Ms. Bannister
enphasi sed that the del ay had been caused by sl ow
and prol onged negoti ati ons and expressed her
regret if any offence had been caused by an

i mplication of obstruction by the Town Council

Honel essness - Tenporary Acconmpdati on (M nute 21)
Clr. Ms. P.D. Baker wel coned the increasing

availability of hostel vacancies on the eastern
side of the District and hoped that there would



(d)

(e)

(f)

be greater investnment in schenmes for the west,
particul arly R ngwood.

AAlr. Giffiths confirnmed provision of hostel
facilites in the east had been nmde easier

t hrough the Council’s [ and ownership in that
area. There was a |ack of suitable land in the
Council’s ownership in the west but funds would
be directed towards this area in the future.

Under Cccupation of Council Houses (M nute 22)

Clr. Geer welcomed neasures to reduce the under
occupation of Council houses.

Traffic Cal m ng Measures for Council Estates
(M nute 23)

Clr. Rice welconed proposals to install traffic
cal mi ng measures on the OM sfield and Davis
Fi el ds Est ates.

Clr. Earw cker considered that the problens on
the OM sfield Estate had been caused by the
County Council nmaking this a through route

i nstead of a cul-de-sac as originally proposed.
He suggested they shoul d be asked for a financial
contribution towards the cost of the traffic
cal mi ng nmeasur es.

Cllr. Ms. Holloway cautioned that sone traffic
cal m ng nmeasures were viewed as a driving
chal | enge by sone irresponsible drivers and hoped
that these woul d be adequate to obviate such
anbitions. dIlr. Ms. Robinson advised Menbers
that the provision of traffic cal m ng nmeasures
was the responsibility of the County Council and
i ndeed the County would be carrying out the work
on this Council’'s behalf. She considered that
the Council shoul d undertake a conprehensive
review of the need for traffic cal m ng nmeasures
on all housing estates, including private estates.

Clr. Wade commended the 20 mp.h. speed linmt
i nposed on estate roads in sone northern towns.

Clr. Ms. Bannister did not consider it was fair
to blanme the County Council for the problens
bei ng experienced on the OM sfield Estate. She
cautioned that there may be problens carrying out
work on the Davis Field Estate as the roads had
al ready been adopt ed.

Housi ng Mai nt enance - Conpari son Survey
(M nute 24)

In answer to a question fromdIr. Lovering,
Clr. Ms. Bannister undertook to send hima copy
of the report conparing this Authority’s



(9)

(h)

performance in housing nai ntenance with that of
Sedgenore and Chi chester District Councils.

Joint Meeting with Planning Conmittee (M nute 30)

Clr. Ms. Weth referred to the |later decision
of the Planning Comrittee to defer this neeting
until the 5th Cctober. She considered a majority
vi ew shoul d be taken as to which was the nost
conveni ent date.

Cllr. Ms. Robinson considered that the joint
nmeeti ng was needed urgently and the date in
Oct ober woul d be too |ate.

Clr. Mss Cooke rem nded Menbers that the

Pl anning Comrittee had agreed to a further
neeting after it had been pointed out that August
was normal ly kept free of neetings of main
conmittees.

Cllr. Burdle believed it had al ways been accepted
that there would be a recess during August, and
this convention should only be changed if it was
the majority view of the Menbers.

On a show of hands of the Menbers of the Housing
and Planning Conmittees present it was agreed
that the neeting should be rearranged for the
afternoon of 18th August 1992

Term Contract for Housing M ntenance (M nute 35)

AAlr. Giffiths was disturbed by the detail ed
press reports which had appeared on this
confidential matter; and also by the manner in
whi ch the report had been subnitted to Conmittee
and the decision reached. This was a conpl ex

i ssue involving suns in excess of 1m He

consi dered the report had only given the options
whi ch officers wi shed Menbers to follow, and
there had been insufficient tine to evaluate the
detailed informati on which had been given. He
beli eved the client and contractor functions had
becone confused and it was wong for the Housing
Conmittee to have taken a decision. The matter
shoul d have been referred to the Policy and
Resources Committee. Two contracts had been
retai ned by the use of a hidden subsidy and he
guesti oned whether this would continue in future
years. He disputed the need for two contracts to
be retained as bench marks in the assessment of
ot her contracts as he believed this was contrary
to the ethos and rul es of conpul sory conpetitive
tendering. He expressed his belief in open
government and suggested this decision had been
taken in private to the detrinent of

rent - payers. He was concerned that Councillors
woul d be surcharged should the Council be found
guilty of maladm nistration. He noved that this



matter be referred back for further

consideration, as his only nmeans of registering a
protest, even though the contracts had al ready
been | et.

Clr. Rice seconded the anendnment and asked which
Menber had been present when the tenders had been
opened. Menbers were advised that Standing
Orders with respect to contracts had now been
changed and it was not necessary for a Menber to
be present when tenders were opened.

Clr. Mynard could see no benefit in referring
this matter back for further consideration and
suggested it would be nore constructive to review
Standing Orders to create a clearer denarcation
between the client and contractor functions. He
al so reni nded Menbers that profits by New Forest
Contract Services were paid into the genera
funds, to the financial advantage of rent-payers.

Cllr. Geer also questioned whether Councillors
could be liable to surcharge on this matter, and
whi ch Councillors woul d be caught.

Clr. Ms. Bannister advised Menbers that the
Housi ng Conmittee had been reassured that the
action they had taken was both proper and | egal
and there was no question of thembeing liable to
surcharge. Menbers woul d not have risked such a
possibility. She expressed her disquiet that
copies of the confidential report had been given
to the press and di scussions would be held on the
means of avoi di ng such breaches of
confidentiality in future. She also advised
Menbers that the tenants preferred to remain with
known contractors, and the tenants’ association
had expressed no adverse comment when this natter
had been di scussed at a recent |iaison neeting.

I ndeed, it was the areas which had |ost the

Di rect Labour Organi sati on which were expressing
di squiet at the change. She did not consider the
tenants had suffered any financial disbenefit as
t he mai ntenance costs were |ower than in previous
years. |In addition, the corporate cost to the
Council arising fromredundancy paynents coul d
not be ignored. She reassured Menbers that the
tenders had been opened properly, in accordance
with Standing Orders and the documents were

avail abl e for inspection by councillors. The
contracts had now been let. She considered the
nost constructive course of action would be for
the Policy and Resources Committee to consider
the effects on the Council of conpul sory
conpetitive tendering and to determine policy on
the rel ati onship between Contract Services and
other commttees. She re-enphasised that the
deci si on had been taken fromthe best of notives,
and quite properly within the terns of the

rel evant |egislation.



clr.
staff

Cul l ers al so considered that the cost of
redundanci es coul d not be ignored, and the

paynment of Direct Labour Organisation trading

surplus to general
i nto account.

clr.

gi ven.

Scott depl ored the deci sion,

haste with which it had been taken.
guestioned the | egal
The Director

funds should al so be taken

and t he undue
He al so

advi ce whi ch had been
of Fi nance and

Admi nistration confirnmed that there was no
Menbers might be liable to

guesti on that
surcharge in respect of this mtter.

Menber s

were al so advised that they were present as
el ected Menbers of the Council,

corporate functions,

vote on this
t o abstain.

clr.

dealt with by way of
accordance with Standi ng O der

and all
matter,

exercising their
were as entitled to
if they wished to do so,

as

Giffiths requested that the anendnent be
recorded vote and,
19, nore than 15

in

ot her Menmbers signified their support by rising
in their places. The vote was recorded as
fol |l owi ng: -
For Agai nst Abstain
K E Austin P A Baker Ms N E Al ldridge
Ms O A M Badl and Ms P D Baker Ms D M Brooks
S Bail ey Ms MJ Bannister Mss S A Cooke
Maj or C Beeton MBE W E B Boot hby J G Craig
D S Burdle E R Bowing J A G Hutchins
M ss P A Drake R J Burnett JP
Major S S Elvery J E Col es M ss G M Ri ckus
Ms L K Errington D E Cracknel | CBE
WJ Geer W F Croydon R G Vernon-Jackson
AJ CGiffiths B A Cullers Ms P A Weth
J M Hoy J J Dawson
J J Lovering B C Earwi cker
RF Oton L P G bbs
C G Ransden R C H Hale
A WRice TD F R Harrison
D N Scott Ms Y P Hol | oway
A J Si nmons Ms A M Howe
G Spi ki ns J Maynard
Ms M MLean
N D M M:Ceor ge
P G Pearce-Snith
Ms M J Robi nson
Li eut Col MJ Shand
S A Shepherd
Ms B Smith
Ms L P Snashall
For Agai nst Abstain
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Ms J K Vernon-Jackson,

S S Wade

MBE, JP

Wth 18 Menbers voting in favour of the amendnment, 28
voti ng agai nst and 8 abstentions, the anendnent was

| ost.

RESOLVED:

That the m nutes be received and the recommendati ons be

adopt ed.

ADJOURNMENT AND RESUMPTI ON OF MEETI NG

The Council| adjourned for

[unch at 12.40 p.m and

resuned at 13.30 p.m with the follow ng Menbers

present: -

Clr. J.E. Coles - Chairnman
clr. Ms. J.K Vernon-Jackson,

Counci |l |l ors:

Ms. NE Al Ildridge
K. E Austin

Ms. OA M Badl and
S. Bailey

P. A. Baker

Ms. P.D. Baker

Ms. MJ. Bannister
Maj or C. Beeton, MBE
E.R Bowing

Ms. D.M Brooks

D.S. Burdle

R J. Burnett
M ss S. A Cooke
D. E. Cracknel |
J.G Craig
WF. Croydon
B.A Cullers
J.J. Dawson

B. C. Earw cker
L. P. G bbs
WJ. Geer

R C H Hale
F.R Harrison
Apol ogi es

MBE JP - Vi ce- Chairman

Council |l ors:

Ms. Y.P. Holl oway

Ms. A M Howe

J.M Hoy

J.A. .G Hutchins, JP
Lovering
Maynard

D.M MCeorge

s. M MLean

G Pearce-Smith

G. Ramsden

W Rice, TD

s. MJ. Robinson

D.N. Scott

Lieut. Col. MJ. Shand

S. A. Shepherd

A.J. Sinmmons

Ms. B. Smth

Ms. L.P. Snashall

G Spikins

R G Vernon-Jackson

S. S. Wade

Ms. P.A Weth

J.
J.
N.
M
P.
C.
A
M

for absence were received fromdIrs. Boot hby,

G Dawson, Major Elvery,
M ss Ri ckus,

M ss Meaden, Orton,
Ms. WIson.

Oficers Attending:

P.A D. Hyde, N.J. G bbs,

Errington, Giffiths,

CBE, Wal es,

D.A. Gurney, Ms. M Holnes,
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29.

E.S. Johnson, |.B. Macki ntosh, B. Buchanan and M ss
J. Debnam

LEI SURE SERVI CES COW TTEE

Clr. J.J. Dawson presented the minutes of the neetings
held on 18th May and 16th June 1992. He noved their
adoption subject to the amendnment of the annexure
attached to the minutes of the neeting held on

16th June 1992 by the charge for swiming aids at
Totton Recreation Centre being reduced to 30 pence.

On the notion that the m nutes be received: -

(a) Representatives on Recreation Centre Consultative
Conmi ttees

In answer to a question fromdI|lr. Scott, Menbers
wer e advi sed that appointnments of representatives
to serve on the Recreation Centre Consultative
Conmittee were nade under the auspices of the
Policy and Resources Conmitt ee.

RESOLVED:

That the nminutes be received, subject to the amendnent
of the Annex to reduce the charge for swi mring aids at
Totton Recreation Centre to 30 pence.

LI CENSI NG COW TTEE

Cllr. Burnett presented the minutes of the neetings

held on 18th May, 28th May and 3rd June 1992 subject to

t he amendnent of resolution (d) of Mnute 7 by the

del etion of the words "...shares the Housing

Conmittee’s concerns regardi ng housing for the honel ess
." and their substitution with the words

"...acknow edges their inportance in the provision of

| ow cost acconmodation ..."

The amendnent was unani nously agreed.

On the notion that the m nutes be received: -

(a) Application for Hackney Carriage Licence
(Mnute 14)

Clr. Geer did not accept that there was no
significant unnet demand for the services of
taxis in the Brockenhurst area. He accepted that
there were two taxi firms operating fromthe
Station but there was a need for provision in the
Village Centre.

(b) Application for Public Entertai nnent Licence -
H ghl ander Rock Cafe, Jones Lane, Hythe
(Mnute 17)

The Chairnman of the Council expressed his concern
at the | ow nunber of Menbers who had attended
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this meeting. It had been a |long neeting, by the
end of which there had been difficulty in

mai ntai ni ng the quorum He rem nded Menbers that
t here was consi derabl e expense involved for
applicants in preparing and presenting their case
at quasi-judicial hearings of this type and he
urged themto allow sufficient tinme to attend the
entire neeting.

Clr. J.J. Dawson advi sed Menbers that he had had
to forego prior engagenents to enable himto

mai ntain the quorumat this neeting. He believed
that this had been an extraordi nary case of
unexpect ed conpl exity.

RESOLVED:

That the m nutes be received subject to the anendnent
of minute 7(d) by the deletion of the words "...shares
t he Housing Conmittee’s concern regarding housing for
the honeless ..." and their substitution with the words
"...acknow edges their inportance in the provision of

| ow cost accommodation ...".

PLANNI NG COW TTEE

Clr. Mss Cooke presented the m nutes of the neetings
held on 13th May, 18th May, 10th June and 8th July 1992.

On the nption that the m nutes be received: -
(a) Publicity for Planning Applications (Mnute 18)

Clr. Ms. Bannister did not consider that the
newspapers quoted in the mnute provided adequate
coverage for people in the centre of Totton, and
consi dered that the Forest and Waterside Cbserver
shoul d be included. She noved that the matter be
referred back for further consideration. The
anmendnment was seconded by CIr. Harrison who

advi sed Menbers that it had al ways been

recogni sed that this would be a flexible system
whi ch woul d need to adjusted in the |ight of
experi ence.

Clr. Mss Cooke agreed that the matter woul d be
the subject of further consideration

(b) Adj acent Brook Corner, Brook Hill, Branmshaw
(Application 49769) (M nute 25)

Clr. Ranmsden advi sed Menbers that this
application had been neither suspended nor

wi t hdrawn and the applicants had subsequently
requested that it be brought forward to the
August neeting of the Cormittee for

determ nation. He reported that |ocal residents
were protesting that other sites had not been
consi dered for the provision of affordable
housi ng in the parish.



Clr. Ms. Bannister rem nded Menbers that the
site was al ready owned by the Housing Association
and there were therefore no | and acquisitions.
The finance avail able for the schene made no
provision for the acquisition of |and.

(c) Swan | nn Public House, Bournenouth Road,
Lyndhurst - Single Storey Addition, Interna
Alterations and Denolition of Existing Garage
(Applications 48153 and 48203LB (M nute 32)

Clr. Rice expressed his surprise that the County
Surveyor was not interested in acquiring land to
widen the road slightly in the vicinity of the
Swan I nn. He suggested this authority should
acquire the land in the hope that the County
Surveyor would change his view. He was advised
that this was not possible.

(d) Devel oprment at Hol bury Manor and Land O f Line
Kiln Lane, Hol bury (M nute 39)

Clr. Pearce-Smith expressed his concern at the
difficulty of enforcing agreenents for the

provi sion of properly laid out public open space
in association with residential devel opnent. He
suggested that a bond to back the provision and
I ayi ng out of the open space should be made a
prerequisite of developrment. CdIlr. Mss Cooke
advised himthat it was not open to the Counci
to i npose such a prerequisite.

In answer to a question fromdlr. J.J. Dawson,
Members were advised that full use would be nade
of the breach of condition notices and ot her
provi sions contained in the Planning and
Conpensation Act 1991, which had recently cone
into force

(e) Pl anni ng Applications for Committee Decision
(M nute 48)

Clr. Mss Cooke drew Members’ attention to the
paragraph relating to application 49885 (Boltons
Bench 1 nn, Southanpton Road, Lyndhurst -

illum nated pole nounted inn sign and ill uni nated
sign fixed to wall). This minute reflected the
advice given to the Planning Conmittee at the
nmeeting. It was now clear that the advice was

m st aken and, with the applicant having paid the
full statutory planning application fee, the
application could have been determ ned. The Head
of Devel opnent Control (East) had apol ogi sed
unreservedly for the error which had arisen

i nnocently and in good faith. The application
woul d be reconsidered at the next neeting of the
Conmittee on 12th August 1992 and no | ega
proceedi ngs woul d be instigated, as suggested in
resolution (d), until the whole matter had been
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32.

determ ned on the correct basis.

At the suggestion of Clr. Rice it was agreed
that the nminutes of the neeting would be
annotated for future reference to make it plain
that an error had been made.

RESOLVED:

That the ninutes be received, subject to the annotation
of minute 48 to make it clear that an error had been
made on the advice about the paynent of the statutory
pl anni ng application fee in respect of application
49885.

STRATEA C GROMH I N TOTTON ADVI SCRY COWM TTEE.

Cllr. Harrison presented the mnutes of the neeting
hel d on 9th June 1992.

On the notion that the m nutes be received.
RESOLVED:

That the m nutes be received.

POLI CY AND RESOURCES COW TTEE

Clr. Mynard presented the minutes of the neetings
held on 18th May and 7th July 1992

On the notion that the m nutes be received and the
reconmendati ons be adopted: -

(a) Fi nal Accounts 1991/92 (M nute 9)

Clr. Simons recalled that, during the debate on
this matter, Menbers had discussed the depletion
of reserves to naintain expenditure. He

consi dered that the minute should have nore fully
reflected their concerns.

(b) Fi nanci al Reconmmendati ons of Committees
(M nute 11)

Clr. Maynard advi sed Menbers that the tenders
for the construction of a Community Centre at
West Totton had been substantially in excess of
the estimated cost. Follow ng negotiations,
during which the specification had been anmended,
the | owest tender had been reduced to 133, 500,
whi ch was 22,500 greater than the estimate.

In answer to questions, Clr. Mynard advi sed
Members that the original estimate had been
prepared by the architect. There were sufficient
funds avail able from devel opers’ contributions to
make up the shortfall, without prejudicing other
conmitments, such as Bartley Park.



(c)

(d)

(e)

Clr. Mynard noved as an anendnent, it was
seconded and agreed that the supplenentary
capital estimate for the construction of an
extension to the West Totton Community Centre be
i ncreased to 133, 500.

Revi ew of the Mnister of Agriculture, Fisheries
and Foods Mandate (M nute 18)

Clr. Lieut. Col. Shand considered that the
representations to be made to the Forestry

Commi ssion in respect of the Mnister’s Mandate
shoul d i nclude the Council’s opposition to
hunting by hounds in the Forest. He noved as an
amendnment that "In recognition of the concern of
resi dents of the New Forest regarding the
practice of deer hunting by hounds, this Counci
urges the Forestry Comm ssion to prohibit such
activity on land under their control with

i medi ate effect".

The amendnment was seconded by CIr. Ms. Robinson

Clr. Lovering reninded Menbers that the Forestry
Conmi ssion had no authority to ban hunting on
Crown lands while it remained a | awful pursuit.
Cllrs. Pearce-Snmth and Maynard noted, however,
that other lawful pursuits such as youth groups
carrying out map readi ng exerci ses, had been
prohi bited by the Forestry Comm ssion

Wth 27 Menmbers voting in favour and 3 voting
agai nst, the anmendnment was carried

Menmbership of Conmittees (M nute 19)

Vari ous Menbers noted inaccuracies in the list of
Mermber ship of Conmittees.

In answer to a question fromdIr. Scott, Menbers
were rem nded that appointnments to serve on the
Recreation Centre Consultative Committees were
made for four year periods, under the auspices of
the Policy and Resources Conmittee.

CQut si de Bodies (M nute 23)

Adlr. R G Vernon-Jackson was di sappointed that a
full list of the appointnents to outside bodies,
di vided by the Conmittees whomit was proposed
woul d appoint themin future, had not been
produced. He considered it inevitable that such
a list would be subject to adjustnent. He also
consi dered that recomendation (d) on page 16 of
the minutes should make it clear that

appoi ntnents woul d be open to all Menbers of the
Council, who would be advised in witing of al
vacancies as they occurred. dIr. Mynard
advised that a list was avail able on request.
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34.

Alr. Ms. J.K Vernon-Jackson considered that
the Lym ngton Harbour Comm ssioners and the Crine
Prevention Wirking Party were w dely based,
exercising corporate roles. She noved as an
anendnment that these appointnents be nade by the
Policy and Resources Conmittee. The anmendnent
was seconded by CIlr. Mss Cooke and accepted.

RESOLVED:

(a) That the ninutes be received and the
recommendati ons be adopted subject to:-

(i) The suppl enentary capital estimate for the
construction of an extension to the West
Totton Community Centre, as set out in
m nute 11, being increased from 111,000 to
133, 500;

(ii) The inclusion of the follow ng paragraph in
the resolution to mnute 18:

"I'n recognition of the concern of residents
of the New Forest regarding the practice of
deer hunting by hounds, this Council urges
the Forestry Commission to prohibit such
activity on land under their control with

i medi ate effect”; and

(iii) The appoi ntment of Menbers as Lyni ngton
Har bour Conmi ssioners and to the Crine
Preventi on Wrking Party bei ng made by the
Pol i cy and Resources Conmittee.

(b) That the nenbership of committees, as set
out in Annex | to these mnutes, be confirned.

MANAGEMENT STRUCTURE ( REPORT A) .
RESOLVED:

That, with effect on 1st July 1992, the powers

del egated to, and the proper officers functions
undertaken by, the Director of Health and Housing be
del egated to or undertaken by the Director of Comunity
Servi ces.

SEALI NG OF DOCUMENTS.

RESOLVED:

That the Common Seal of the Council be affixed to any
Order, Deed or Docunents necessary to give effect to

any deci sion made at this neeting.

CHAI RMAN



