18TH MAY 1992

NEW FOREST DI STRI CT COUNCI L

M nutes of the Annual

Meeting of New Forest District Council held

at Appletree Court, Lyndhurst on Monday, 18th May 1992.

Counci |l | ors:
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Apol ogi es:

were received fromdlIrs.

O ficers Attending:

P. A D. Hyde, R Carver,

E. W Hughes, M Dean,
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Council |l ors:

Ms. Y.P. Holl oway
Ms. AM Howe
J.M Hoy
J.A .G Hutchins, JP
Lovering
Maynard
s. M MLean
D.M MCeorge
ss G E. Meaden
F. Oton
G Pearce-Smith
G Ransden
W Rice, TD
ss GM Rickus, CBE
s. MJ. Robinson
D.N. Scott
Lieut. Col. MJ. Shand
S. A. Shepherd
A. J. Simons
Ms. B. Smth
Ms. L.P. Snashall
G Spikins
Ms. J.K Vernon-Jackson, JP, MBE
R. G Vernon-Jackson
S. S. Wade
G H Wiles
Ms. D. WIson
Ms. P.A Weth
One Vacancy
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Beet on and Bowri ng.

G bbs,
Debnam J. Paterson and T.R Sinpson,

D. Gurney, Ms. M Hol nes,

The Vi ce-Chai rnman of the Council
(Adlr. Ms. J.K Vernon-Jackson, MBE, JP) in the Chair.

ELECTI ON OF CHAI RVAN.

Clr. G Dawson noved,
seconded and it was

RESOLVED:

t he Vi ce-Chairman of the Council



That Clr. John Coles be el ected Chairman of the
Council to continue in office until his successor
becones entitled to act as Chairman at the next
Annual Meeting of the Council in 1993.

Clr. Coles then took the Chair and nade the declaration
of acceptance of office which was formally wi tnessed by
the District Secretary.

Clr. Ms. Vernon-Jackson invested the Chairnman with the
Chai n and Badge of O fice. She also presented Ms.
Coles with a bouquet of flowers.

On behal f of the staff, the Chief Executive
congratul ated the Chairnman on his el ection.

In thanking his fell ow Menbers for his election, dlr.
John Coles referred to the past year, which had proved
very eventful for the Forest, with the Mnister’s
statenment according the Forest national park status. |In
the com ng year he | ooked forward to a bid being nade
for unitary authority status for the District Council.

APPO NTMENT OF VI CE- CHAI RVAN.

The Chai rman of the Council noved, Clr. Mss Cooke
seconded and it was

RESOLVED:

That dlr. Ms. J.K Vernon-Jackson, MBE, JP be
appoi nted Vi ce-Chai rman of the Council to hold

office until immediately after the election of the
Chai rman at the next Annual Meeting of the Council
in 1993.

The Chairman made t he decl arati on of acceptance of

of fice which was fornally w tnessed by the

District Secretary. The Chairman invested Clr. Ms.
Ver non-Jackson with the Badge of O fice and presented
her with a bouquet of flowers.

The Vi ce-Chai rman t hanked Menbers for her el ection.

The Chairnman invested Clr. Jack Maynard, the
Vi ce-Chai rnman’s Consort, with his Badge of Ofice.

M NUTES.
RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the neeting held on

24t h February 1992, having been circul ated, be
signed by the Chairman as a correct record subject
to the anendnent of minute 73(b), fourth

par agraph, eighth line to refer to rural housing
schenes instead of social housing schenes.

COUNCI LLOR WG, CDR. H. E. BENNETT, MBE.



The Chairman reported formally the death of dlr. W.
Cdr. H E. Bennett, MBE, who had represented MIton Ward
on the Council since 1979. He spoke with affection of
Clr. W. Cdr. Bennett’'s contribution to the work of the
Council, his conmitrment to his local community, and his
previous career with the R A F.

Clr. Geer stated that he had heard of Wj. Cdr. Bennett
through reports in the |l ocal papers |ong before he net
him He believed that, in addition to being a very
strong speaker, Wj. Cdr. Bennett was al so a good
listener, who had adm red peopl e who spoke for what they
believed in. He recalled Wy. Cdr. Bennett’s conm t nment

to his work for the Council, referring particularly to
the recent site visit to Furzey Island when, in spite of
i ncreasing incapacity, he had still taken an active

part, even renmarking on the quality of the |andscape.
The Council had been richer for his contribution, and
was poorer for his |oss.

Cllr. Ricerecalled that he had first nmet Wy. Cdr.
Bennett on the New M| ton Nei ghbourhood Council.

W. Cdr. Bennett had vol unteered to serve his |oca
comunity at a tinme when there had been little genera
interest in this role. He spoke of Wj. Cdr. Bennett’s
comritrment to the community in general and recalled al so
his keen interest in his local horticultural society.
Clr. Rice also recalled the pride with which he had
used the title Wy. Cdr. and his award of the MB. E

both of which he had fully earned.

M LTON WARD : CASUAL VACANCY

The Returning Oficer formally reported the casua
vacancy in the MIlton ward caused by the death of

Wj. Cdr. Bennett and advi sed that a combi ned district
and parish election to fill the vacancies would be held
on Thursday, 11th June 1992.

CHAI RVAN' S ANNOUNCEMENTS.
(a) Len Hemmi ngs

The Chairman reported the sudden death, at work,

of Len Henmm ngs, the Senior Legal Executive. He
paid tribute to Len’s contribution to the work of
the Council, and the value fellow officers and
Mermbers had placed on his experience and know edge
of Council affairs;

(b) Fred Appl eby, OBE

The Chairnman also reported, with regret, the death
of Fred Appleby, the former Cerk to the New
Forest Rural District Council

Al'l those present stood in silent tribute to the
nmenories of Wj. Cdr. Bennett, Len Henmings and Fred

Appl eby.



(c)

(d)

(e)

Royal Visits

The Chai rnman announced that Her Royal Hi ghness the
Princess Royal had visited the District on

23rd April to open the new Citizens' Advice Bureau
building in Friday's Court, Ri ngwood. The
Princess, who is patron of the Nationa

Associ ation of Citizens’ Advice Bureaux, took a
great deal of interest in the work of the Bureau
and wi tnessed nock interviews taking place. Her
Royal Hi ghness had then visited Lym ngton where
she recom ssioned the Sea Cadets’ training
flagship, T.S. Royalist.

On 7th May Her Royal Hi ghness the Duchess of Kent
had officially opened the New Forest Enterprise
Centre at Totton. Her Royal Highness nmet with
directors and workers at the Centre and
conplinmented the Council in being forward thinking
in establishing opportunities for |ocal industry.
Her Royal Hi ghness then travelled to Lyni ngton
where she opened the Gakhaven Hospi ce.

Tradi ng Pl aces Chal |l enge

The Chairman rem nded Menbers that he had recently
supported the "Tradi ng Pl aces"” national canpaign
after being challenged by David Shashall,

Clr. Lin Snashall’s son, to swap places with him

The Chairman had thoroughly enjoyed a history

| esson at school and understood David had equally
enjoyed his day as "Chairman", touring the Counci
of fices, maintenance and sea defence works. The
exchange had rai sed 431.50 whi ch woul d go towards
a breast cancer research centre

The Chairnman presented David Snashall with a video
of one of the visits he had undertaken during his
day as Chairman.

Bill Hughes, District Secretary and Ron Carver
Director of Health and Housi ng

The Chairman rem nded Menbers that this was the
| ast neeting of the full Council which would be
attended by Bill Hughes and Ron Carver who woul d
be retiring on 30th June 1992.

The Chairman reviewed Bill Hughes’ career in |oca
government, which had spanned a period of 42
years; nearly 36 of which had been spent with this
Authority or the former Ri ngwood and Fordi ngbridge
Rural District Council. He had joined this

Aut hority as Assistant Secretary, and was pronoted
to District Secretary in August 1979.

Bi Il Hughes had given val uable help and advice to
nenbers, fellow officers, and Parish Councils. In



1978 he had ensured the New Forest was the first
district in the country to conplete and inpl enent
its parish boundary review. He was al so an
acknow edged expert on Land Charges, submitting
papers to the Law Commi ssion. The systens he had
i ntroduced had turned around a | oss of 27.00 on
each search, to a profit of 12.00 per search

Bi Il Hughes was currently Chairman of the Southern
Branch of the Association of District Secretaries
and was a past Chairman of S.A D. A (Secretaries
and Directors of Administration in Hanpshire and
the Isle of Wght). On the national front his
know edge of |ocal government |aw was w dely
respected and he was currently Chairnman of the
Constitutional Wrking Party of the Association of
District Secretaries and officer advisor of the
Legal and Parliamentary Sub-Comittee of the
A.D.C.. He was also a Menber of the Home Ofice
Wor ki ng Group on el ection Law.

The Chairman al so spoke of his sense of hunour and
personal ki ndness and consideration for staff.

Clr. Ms. Errington recalled the time both she
and M. Hughes had served on the Council and
remarked wyly on his detailed and accurate
menory. She spoke of his service to the Council
and referred particularly to the help he had given
the Chief Executive during this first year in
post. M. Hughes had proved an ideal |oca
government of ficer and his experience, know edge
and loyalty woul d be m ssed.

On behal f of the Conservative Goup of Menbers,
Clr. Geer thanked M. Hughes for his help and
the advice that he had always given willingly. He
presented M. Hughes with a token of appreciation

I n thanki ng Menmbers, M. Hughes recalled sone
anusi ng incidents during his career, and remarked
on sone of the changes he had witnessed in | oca
governnent. He also thanked Menbers for the trust
they had placed in himand the discretion they had
allowed himto exercise. He paid tribute to his
staff and expressed his gratitude to the press for
the fair and reasonable relationship they had
enjoyed with the Council.

Al those present stood and appl auded as a token
of respect and thanks.

Ron Carver had al so enjoyed a | ong and

di stingui shed career in |ocal government, having
started work initially as an Environnmental Health
Oficer in the north in 1950. He had noved into
housing in 1974 in Newcastle, before joining this
Council as Chief Health and Housing Oficer in
1979. He had presided over considerabl e changes
in the health and housing functions with cal nmess



(f)

and professionalism He had taken a keen persona
interest in key issues and initiatives in housing,
in particular over recent years the Council’s
enabling role. Under his |eadership the Housing
Service had, |ast year, been placed in the top 50
wel | nmanaged housing authorities. The Audit

Commi ssion had al so judged the Environnenta
Services Division to be well managed and wel |
prepared for the future

The Chai rman spoke of the way in which Ron Carver
had participated in the social side of office life.

AAlr. Giffiths considered it had been a privil ege
to work with Ron Carver. He had al ways mai nt ai ned
a cool head and given good advice. He had a well
earned reputation for working for the interests of
t he tenants.

Clr. Ms. Bannister advised that the Housing
Conmi ttee woul d be expressing their thanks
separately. She felt that it had been a pleasure
to work with Ron Carver. He was nationally known
and respected for his work and professiona

opi nions. He had the rare distinction of being
respected by both the el ected Menbers and the
Council’s tenants. He was hardworking, with a
keen sense of humour, and would be missed. She

t hanked him for his friendship, guidance and

pr of essi onal i smand wi shed himwel| for the future.

In replying Ron Carver endorsed the words of

t hanks used by Bill Hughes. He thanked the
Menmbers and his fellow Oficers for their trust
and their co-operation over the years.

All those present stood and appl auded as a token
of respect and thanks.

Menbers of Parli anment

The Chairman confirned that letters of
congratul ati on had been sent to the |ocal Menbers
of Parlianment followi ng their re-election at the
recent Ceneral Election

ENVI RONMVENTAL SERVI CES COW TTEE

clr.

Ms. Vernon-Jackson presented the m nutes of the

nmeeting held on 5th March 1992.

On the notion that the m nutes be received and the
reconmendati on be adopt ed: -

(a)

(b)

Al so in attendance

This shoul d be anended to refer to Chief
I nspector, |.K ElIlcone.

Extension of 40 mp.h. speed linit in the New



(c)

Forest (minute 112)

Cllr. Rice strongly supported the wi der inposition
of the 40 mp.h. speed lint in the Forest and
particularly drew Menbers’ attention to the bad
ani mal accident record on the B. 3078 between the
Ri sing Sun at Wotton and the A 35. He advised
that this matter woul d be considered at the next
neeting of the County Roads and Devel opnent

Sub- Commi tt ee.

Cllr. Craig believed that enforcing the new speed
limts, to achieve the benefit of a reduced
accident record, mght prove to be a problem but
was reassured by Clr. Ms. Errington that the
poli ce had been very active in support of the
speed restriction in the north of the Forest and
had secured a sal utary nunber of convictions.

This view as supported by dlr. Ms. Aldridge who
advi sed that the Road Safety Council had taken up
this matter with the police who were undertaki ng
extensi ve speed checks. Sadly, nany of those who
were caught were |ocal people. This view was al so
supported by Cllrs. Ms. Baker, Ms. Holloway and
Cr oydon.

Clr. Geer welconed the extension of the

40 mp.h. linmt, but considered additiona
nmeasures woul d be necessary on the B.3078 to the
Ri si ng Sun.

Clrs. R G Vernon-Jackson and Pearce-Snith
opposed the use of hunps as a speed contro
nmeasure. They consi dered hunps to be inherently
danger ous.

CAlr. Ms. WIlson drew Menbers’ attention to a
recent press rel ease by the Departnent of
Transport which suggested that the criteria for

i mposing | ower speed limts could be relaxed in
the case of rural villages. She noved that this
advi ce should be strongly comended to the County
Council. The notion was seconded by

AAlr. Giffiths and unani nously agreed.

Dog Warden Service - Cost Recovery (mnute 115)

Clr. Ms. Errington wel comed nmeasures to make
some dog owners behave nore responsibly. She also
expressed her concern that the E.E. C. might force
the renoval of quarantine restrictions. She
greatly feared the introduction of rabies into
this country and hoped the Committee woul d take a
| eading role in lobbying MP.’s and ME.P." s for
the retention of quarantine controls.

Cllr. Rice hoped that discretion would be used so
that owners were not deterred fromreclainng
their pets. The charges should not be punitive.



(d)

(e)

(f)

(9)

(h)

Red Meat Sl aughtering Facilities in the New Forest
(mnute 117)

Clr. Hoy advised Members that two nore

sl aught erhouses in Dorset and Hanpshire were due
to close. Local farmers would now have to trave
in excess of 80 mles for their animals to be

sl aughtered. He feared that this extra burden

m ght ultinmately change the ecol ogy of the
Forest. This must be taken seriously and efforts
made to try and provide a sl aughterhouse in the
ar ea.

Pol [ ution Monitoring (mnute 119)

Clr. MGeorge considered that this was a very

i mportant issue. He referred to a recent report
whi ch had established a 35%increase in air

pol lution during the last five years. There were
declining standards for air quality throughout the
country. It was necessary to nonitor the
situation and try to inprove air quality generally.

Environmental Charter for New Forest District
Counci|l (minute 120)

Alr. R G Vernon-Jackson, wel coned the
Environmental Charter. He considered the Counci
were the guardi ans of an inportant area and were
nmaki ng good progress on environnental issues. He
hoped this heral ded future policies for the area.

Street Naming - Naming of Streets after Counci
Menmbers (minute 125)

Cllr. Craig did not consider it was advisable to
nanme streets after living persons. He noved that
recomendati on (a) be anended by the del etion of
the words "...when their termof office has ceased
or...". The notion was seconded by Clr. Wales.
Wth 32 Menbers voting in favour of the anendnent,
and fewer voting agai nst the notion was decl ared
carried.

( NOTE: Clr. Lovering abstained fromthe
voti ng).

District of New Forest (O f-Street Parking Places)
(Amendrent) Order 1992 - Lyndhurst Coach Park
(m nute 127)

Clr. Burdle welconed this decision, as the
proposed anmendnent woul d have adversely affected
the already Iimted bus service. |In addition he
advi sed Menbers that he had recently been

i nundated with conpl aints regardi ng the new | ayout
in Lyndhurst Car Park which he considered shoul d
be remedi ed urgently.



Clr. Ms. Vernon-Jackson reni nded Menbers that
the car park |layout had been approved by the
previous Council in the tinme of the late

Clr. Dearing, as part of the general schene to
upgrade the area. She agreed that traffic
noverment s had not been easy while the work was in
progress. Since the conpletion of the works
however, there had been consultations with the

| ocal Menbers, Chanber of Trade, Conmmunity

Associ ation and other interested bodies and a
nunmber of minor changes had been agreed. The
situation would be nonitored. It was a
fundanmental problemthat the car park was not big
enough, but on the whol e the system appeared to be
wor ki ng wel | .

CAAlr. Ms. Vernon-Jackson al so advi sed Menbers
that a recent report in the Advertiser and Tines
regardi ng the new car park had been inaccurate in
a nunber of respects and she had nade a fornal

reply.

(i) Sal e of No. 1 Cannon Street, Lynington (minute 131)

In answer to a question fromdIlr. MGCeorge it was
confirmed that this property would be lost to
residential use.

(j) Sout hern Water Services Limted - Voluntary
Redundanci es (minute 132)

Clr. R G Vernon-Jackson expressed his regret
that Southern Water Services Limted were

di spensing with the services of this Council, not
on the grounds of quality or price, but purely as
a policy against district councils in general.

He considered that it was unfortunate that a
private conpany coul d make a doctrinaire decision
of this nature.

RESOLVED:

(a) That the minutes be received and the
recomendati on be adopted subject to
t he amendnent of the title of Chief
I nspector Ellcone, and the anmendnent
of minute 125 (a) by the del etion of
the words " only when their term
of office has ceased or ...";

(b) That the Departnment of Transport
Press Rel ease regarding the
rel axation of criteria for the
i mposition of speed limts in rura
vill ages be strongly comended to the
County Council.

PLANNI NG COW TTEE

Clr. G Dawson presented the m nutes of the neetings



held on 11th March and 8th April 1992

He al so advised Menbers that a sem nar had been held on
Friday, 15th May 1992 on the new Hazardous Substances
Act, to which local industrialists had been invited. A
nunber of those attending had congratul ated the Counci
on being the first district in the country to take a
positive approach of this nature. dIr. Dawson

consi dered the sem nar had been a positive nmeasure from
whi ch everyone woul d ultimately benefit.

On the notion that the mnutes be received: -
(a) Adj our nment and Resunption of Meeting (mnute 222)

Clr. Ms. Smth advised Menbers that she had not
been present during the afternoon session.

RESOLVED:

That the m nutes be received subject to the
anendnent of mnute 222 by the del etion of
Clr. Ms. Smith fromthe Iist of those

at t endi ng.

LEI SURE SERVI CES COW TTEE

Clr. Hutchins presented the ninutes of the neeting
held on 17th March 1992.

On the notion that the m nutes be received and the
recommendati on be adopted: -

(a) Looki ng Ahead at Leisure 1992/93 (mnute 97)

Clr. Hutchins advised Menbers of two amendnents
whi ch he wi shed to nake to the Policy Statenents
as set out in an Annex to the Conmm ttee ninutes.

First, Policy LP2.2.1 had been onmitted by
m stake. This should read: -

LP2.2.1 MNORITY SPORTS/ PROGRAMM NG : To respond
where appropriate to the demands of |oca
comunities and to the needs of all potential
user groups in the operation of Council provided
facilities.

Secondly, Policy LP2.2.3 included a paragraph on
t he appoi nt ment of representatives (paragraph
3). This was only strictly true if a vacancy
arose during the year and to avoid confusion
Clr. Hutchins suggested that it should be

del eted fromthe Schedul e.

Cllr. Mss Cooke congratul ated the Cormittee on
their decision to allow only those circuses which
used sol ely human performers to operate on
Council owned land. She referred to a recent
report by the R S.P.C A which concluded that the



constraints under which circus animls were kept
were such that they inevitably caused a
significant |level of stress to the aninals.

Clr. Burdle opposed this point of view He
consi dered that circuses were a traditional part
of the way of life of this country and a nunber
of people attended their performances. Twenty-
six circuses toured this country. Their
operations were vetted by Environnental Health
Oficers and the RS.P.CA . dlIr. Burdle
believed that, while the R S.P.C A had

undert aken nunerous prosecutions of pet owners
and farners in the last forty years, there had
been no prosecutions of circus operators.

RESOLVED:

That the ninutes be received and the
recomendati on be adopted, subject to the
anendnent of minute 97 by the insertion of
Policy LP2.2.1 and the deletion of the
third paragraph of Policy LP2.2.3.

10. STRATEA C GROAMH I N TOTTON ADVI SORY COW TTEE.

Cllr. Harrison presented the mnutes of the neeting
held on 17th March 1992.

On the notion that the mnutes be received: -
RESCOLVED:
That the minutes be received.
11. HOUSI NG COWM TTEE.

Clr. Ms. Bannister presented the mnutes of the
nmeeting held on 24th March 1992.

On the notion that the m nutes be received and the
recommendat i ons be adopted: -

(a) Soci al Housing Schermes 1991/92 (minute 104)
Cllr. Pearce-Smth congratul ated the Housing
Committee on the progress of the social housing
schenme at Hol bury which would all ow many new
homes for |ocal honel ess peopl e.

RESCLVED:

That the minutes be received and the
recomendati ons be adopt ed.

12. LI CENSI NG COW TTEE

Clr. Rice presented the minutes of the meetings held
on 26th March, 23rd April and 6th May 1992



13.

14.

15.

On the notion that the mnutes be received: -
RESCOLVED:

That the minutes be received.
CENTRAL SERVI CES COMM TTEE

Clr. Wade presented the nminutes of the neeting held on
6th April 1992.

On the notion that the mnutes be received: -
(a) Counci | Year Book and Diary (mnute 60)

In answer to a question fromdlIlr. RG

Ver non-Jackson it was confirmed that it was
possi ble for Councillors to have their christian
names on a list to be inserted in the year book
Sui tabl e arrangenents would be nade to all ow
Menbers to indicate the manner in which they

wi shed to be addressed.

RESOLVED
That the m nutes be received.
WORKS COWM TTEE.

Clr. Mss Rickus presented the ninutes of the neeting
held on 14th April 1992 and drew Menbers’ attention to
the proposal contained in mnute 31 which, if the
Counci| endorsed the corresponding mnute fromthe
Policy and Resources Committee, woul d change the nane
of the Wirks Conmittee to the "Contract Services
Conmittee".

On the notion that the mnutes be received: -
RESCOLVED:

That the minutes be received.
PCLI CY AND RESOURCES COWM TTEE

Cllr. Maynard presented the minutes of the neetings
hel d on 25th February and 22nd April 1992

On the notion that the m nutes be received and the
reconmendati ons be adopted: -

(a) Application for Grant - Sout hanpton Raci al
Equal ity Council (minute 110)

Clr. Burdle did not consider the Council had any
need for the services of the Southanpton Racia
Equality Council. He also questioned why a
representative of the applicants had been
permitted to attend the neeting and address the
Committee. He considered this set an undesirable



precedent. He noved that the nmatter be referred
back for further consideration

The notion was seconded by CIr. Ransden.

Clr. Ms. Bannister supported reference back on
the ground that greater consideration should be
given to any expenditure during a period of such
rigorous financial restraint.

Cllr. Rice had also found it enbarrassing to vote
on this matter when the applicant had been
present.

Alr. R G Vernon-Jackson opposed reference back
as the Council had obligations under the Race

Rel ati ons Act 1976. The Council had chosen not
to enploy staff specifically to undertake this
task, but it rmust be carried out by sone other
neans. The Sout hanpton Racial Equality Counci
had been used by this Authority in the past and
had worked on cases throughout Hanpshire and
Dorset. He noted that the cost of reference back
woul d be greater than the donation

Clr. Maynard confirnmed he was unwilling to take
this matter back to Commttee as the noney had
al ready been pai d.

AAlr. Giffiths was surprised at the conduct of
the grant application at the Comrittee neeting,
whi ch he consi dered set a dangerous precedent for
ot her applicants wishing to attend. He did not
consider this District had the sane problens as
in inner London or city authorities, and there
was no evidence of the need for this service. He
pointed out that, in this area, only the city
authorities were giving a grant. He did not

consi der that the expenditure could be justified.

Clr. Mss R ckus advised Menbers that she was a
former Commi ssioner for racial equality, the
Conmi ssi on havi ng been set up by cross party
arrangenents in the House of Conmons. All |oca
authorities had an obligation to concern
thenmsel ves with racial equality in their area

but this Council had not taken heed of that

duty. The sum of noney invol ved was not

i mportant, but the statenent of the Council’s
stance was. Councillors mght believe that there
was no problens locally, partly because this
Counci | enpl oyed few representatives of
mnorities. |In general terms there was, however,
wi despread indirect racismand it would be
surprising if this were not present in the
Forest. She considered racial equality was an

i nportant issue.

Clrs. Boothby and Burnett confirned that, in



their experience, there were racial problens in
this District. This view was shared by

Cllr. Cullers, who believed that the Southanpton
Raci al Equality Council were already active in
the District.

In answer to a question fromdIlr. Ms. WIson,
Mermbers were advised that the Council had a
policy on equal opportunities, which had been in
operation for a nunber of years. dIr. Ms.

W son believed this denonstrated that the
probl em had been consi dered and addressed.

On a point of information, Clr. Mss Rickus
expl ai ned that she had been referring to Section
70 of the 1976 Act which applied only to Loca

Aut horities, and inmposed a general responsibility
on themfor racial relations in their District.

Clr. Scott believed that the nmoney would nore
properly be given to the Citizens' Advice

Bur eaux, who solved a greater range of problens
in the community.

Clr. Burdle believed the Council had no

requi rement for this service and had a duty to
| ook after chargepayers’ noney. He did not think
it was correct for the applicant to have spoken
at the neeting, particularly as there was no
public participation session at the Policy and
Resources Committee. He did not feel that
reference to the 1976 Act gave adequate reason
for the paynment. |If there had been a problem
the Council woul d have been in the forefront of
action to address it.

Clr. Maynard advi sed Menbers that it was within
his discretion, as Chairman of the Policy and
Resources Conmittee, to invite a speaker to
attend to give additional information and

expl anations. He agreed that the Citizens

Advi ce Bureaux played a valuable role in the
comunity, but they often had to enpl oy

speci alist reference points for expert advice.
He thought it inmportant for the Council to
recogni se the problemof racial equality and
considered it had been at fault in not addressing
the issue earlier.

Clr. Burdle requested that the anendment be
dealt with by way of recorded vote and, in
accordance with Standing Order 19, nore than 15
ot her Menbers signified their support by rising
in their places. The vote was recorded as

fol | owi ng: -

For Agai nst Abst ai ned

Ms. N.E A ldridge P. A. Baker J.G Craig
K.E. Austin Ms. P.D. Baker



(b)

(c)

Ms. OA M Badl and

S. Bailey
Ms. MJ. Bannister
D.S. Burdle

Ms. D.M Brooks

M ss P. A Drake
Major S.S. Elvery
Ms. L.K Errington
WJ. Geer

AJ.C. Giffiths
J.M Hoy

J.A. G Hutchins, JP
J. Lovering

Mss G E. Meaden
RF. Oton

C. G Ransden
AW Rce, TD
D.N. Scott

A.J. Sinmmons

G Spikins

G H Wles

Ms. D. WIson
Ms. P.A Weth

B. Boot hby

Bur net t

Col es

S. A. Cooke

Cr acknel |

Croydon
. Cullers
Dawson

Dawson

G bbs
H Hal e

Harri son

Y. P. Hol | oway

A M Howe

M MLean
.M M Geor ge
Maynard
. Pearce-Smth
s GM Rickus, CBE
. MJ. Robinson
Col. MJ. Shand
S. A, Shepherd
Ms. B. Smth
Ms. L.P. Snashall
Ms. J.K Vernon-Jackson,

MBE, JP

R G Vernon-Jackson
S. S. \Wade

>Tme mem
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Wth 25 Menbers voting in favour of the anendnent
and 29 voting against, with one abstention, the
amendnent was decl ared | ost.

Econonic Strategy Statenment 1992/93 (minute 113)

Clr. MCeorge welconed the statenent in
paragraph 5.0 (x) of the econom c strategy
statenent and | ooked forward to working to help
| ocal businesses to thrive.

Ternms of Reference of and Schene Del egation to
Comrittees (m nute 122)

Clr. Craig drew particular attention to the need
for the terms of reference of and schene of

del egation to the Planning Cormittee to take due
regard of paragraph 2 of the general schene,

whi ch was designed to ensure that Comrittees only
acted within the policies set by the Council. It
was for the Council to approve departures from

policy.

Clr. Lovering pointed out that the Pl anning
Committee was different in its operations, in
t hat pl anni ng decisions could not be referred
back and the Council would be in breach of its
duties if it did not issue a decision notice

i medi ately after the neeting.

clr. He al so

Ri ce supported dlr. Craig.



consi dered that the Planning Conmittee nust be
aware of the inpact of decisions where other
statutory or consultative bodies were invol ved

as well as the Council. There should be adequate
consultation in these cases and he asked t hat
this be borne in nind for the future.

Clr. G Dawson confirnmed that he was satisfied
that the Comrittee had acted properly, within its
powers, over the last year and had not been
permtted to take decisions in an inappropriate
manner. He did, however, consider it was healthy
to challenge the way in which the Commttee was
operated and wel comed this opportunity to do so.

Clr. Burdle recalled that, sone years ago, the
County had been the policy making body and
applications had had to be referred to them when
t he Devel opment Conmittee wi shed to approve
contrary to policy. Later, when the County
Council’s rol e had changed departure applications
had been referred by the Devel opnent Committee to
full Council for approval. The system had been
changed a few years ago when the procedures had
been reviewed in the light of the backl og of
work. He was grateful to dlr. Craig, and

rem nded Menbers of the value of the old system
whi ch shoul d be reconsi dered before Menbers were
presented with nonuments to their bad deci sions.
This was particularly inmportant at a time when
the Council was gaining external recognition for
the status of the New Forest.

Clr. Craig nmoved that reconmmendati on 122(c)
shoul d be nmade subject to the requirenent that
the schenme of del egation of the Pl anning
Committee should give due effect to paragraph 2
of the general schenme of delegation. The
amendnment was seconded by Clr. Rice and agreed.

Mermbers were advised that the minutes of the

Pl anning Comrittee specified that decision

noti ces would be issued inmediately after the
neeting. It was confirned that there would be
approxi mately 20 applications per annum whi ch
Members wi shed to approve contrary to Devel opnent
Pl an policies. These had previously been

consi dered by the Council which was the system

Clr. Craig now wanted to reintroduce. It should
be recogni sed, however, that this would have

ram fications beyond the activities of just the
Pl anning Committee. It was also confirnmed that
the effective point of decision was when the
deci si on notice was despatched, not when the
deci si on was made at Conmittee.

Clr. Harrison drew attention to the fact that
the terms of reference of the Planning Conmittee
specifically allowed themto deternine departure



(d)

(e)

application and it had been an active decision
for this systemto be used

In answer to a question fromdlIlr. RG

Ver non-Jackson, Menbers were advised that the
del ay caused by reference to Council should have
little effect overall on targets for the decision
meki ng process. I n addition, although applicants
had the right to appeal after 8 weeks on the
grounds of non-determ nation, where there was a
strong recomrendation for permission it would not
be in their interests to do so.

Appoi ntrments to CQutside Bodies (minute 124)

Clr. Mynard believed that the ballot on the
appoi ntnent to the Court of the University of
Sout hanpt on had been taken in the nistaken beli ef
that Clr. J.J. Dawson had no active association
with the University. An amendnent, was noved
that cdlr. J.J. Dawson be appointed to serve as
the Council’s representative on the Court of the
Uni versity of Sout hanpton.

Clr. Scott expressed his dissatisfaction at the
manner in which this matter was bei ng conducted
and wi thdrew his nanme from consi derati on.

Clr. J.J. Dawson advi sed Menbers of the history

of his professional relationship with Southanpton
Uni versity which he hoped to place at the service
of this Authority.

Clr. Geer advised Menbers that Clr. J.J.
Dawson’ s association with the University had been
known when the original vote had been taken

Wth 29 Menbers voting in favour of the anmendnent
t he anendnment was decl ared carried

Leased Car Scherme - Options for Change (ninute
125)

Clr. Burdle welcomed the decision to reduce the
scope of the car-leasing schenme, as he felt there
were too many | eased cars avail abl e, sone of

whi ch were being used by people who travelled
very few business nmles. Leased cars had been

i ntroduced when the Council had difficulty in
recruiting. Since then the position had changed
and recruitment had becone easier. 1t had been

t hought originally that 50 to 60 cars woul d be
provi ded, for the use of essential staff only.

At present there were 200 | eased cars operated by
the Council. Many of these vehicles were not at
all necessary in providing an efficient service
to the public and this was a welconme first step
towards further reviews in future.

Cllr. Rice also considered that the schene was
out of hand and was currently costing in the



regi on of 2m per annum It was essential to
ensure that the schene renmni ned under control

Clr. Wales cautioned that the Council could not
take away the advantages presently enjoyed by the
Council's staff and pointed out that officers
wor ki ng flexible hours did not have alternative,
public transport available. He particularly

wel coned, however, the proposal for the
eligibility of a vacant or new post for a | eased
car to be determined by the Oficers Managenent
Team before the post was adverti sed.

Clr. Cullers rem nded Menbers that he had al ways
opposed the introduction of |eased cars and felt
it was nore appropriate to pay the proper salary
for a job rather than relying on additiona
benefits such as a leased car. In private
conpani es there were nuch higher thresholds for
qual i fication than those being operated by this
Council. He would only be satisfied when al

| eased cars had ceased

Clr. G Dawson considered that it was a proper
first step to look at the policy for the

provi sion of |eased cars, which had now been
operating for a nunber of years and may no | onger
be applicable. He agreed with the principle that
the salary shoul d be adequate and reflect the
need to provide items such as transport, but he
consi dered nonet hel ess that the present staff
shoul d be treated properly.

Clr. Craig rem nded Menbers that the provision
of leased cars forned part of an overall package
for staff recruitnent and retention.

(Adlr. Ms. B. Smth was not present when this
matter was di scussed).

RESOLVED:

(a) That the nminutes be received and the
recomendat i ons be adopt ed.

(b) That the report to be submitted to
the Planning Committee referred to in
m nute 122(c) be conprehensive and
seek to give due effect to paragraph
2 of the general schene of del egation
16. CONTROL OF HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES ( REPORT A).
It was proposed, seconded and
RESCLVED

That all the powers, duties and functions of the
Counci | as hazardous substances authority as



contai ned, nmentioned or referred to in the
statutory provisions fromtine to tine in force
governing the exercise of these powers, duties
and functions be delegated to the Pl anning
Conmittee.

17. SEALI NG OF DOCUMENTS.
RESOLVED:
That the Common Seal of the Council be affixed to
any Order, Deeds or Docunents necessary to give

effect to any decision made at this neeting.

CHAI RMVAN



