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NEW FOREST DI STRI CT COUNCI L

M nutes of a neeting of the New Forest District Council held at
Appl etree Court, Lyndhurst on Monday, 6th January 1992.

p dlIlr. J.E. Coles - Chairman
p dlr. Ms. J.K Vernon-Jackson, MBE JP - Vice Chairnman

Counci |l | ors: Counci |l | ors:
p Ms. NE Aldridge p Ms. Y.P. Holloway
p K E Austin p Ms. AM Howe
p Ms. OA M Badland p J.M Hoy
p S. Bailey p J.A G Hutchins, JP
P P.A Baker p J. Lovering
p Ms. P.D Baker p J. Maynard
p Ms. MJ. Bannister p Ms. M MLean
p Mjor C Beeton MBE p ND M MGeorge
p W). Cdr. H E. Bennett, MBE p Mss GE Maden
p WE. B. Boothby p RF Oton
p E R Bowing p P.G Pearce-Snith
p DS Burdle p C G Ranmsden
p R J. Burnett p AW Rice, TD
p Ms. D.M Brooks p Mss GM Rickus, CBE
p Mss S. A Cooke p Ms. MJ. Robinson
p D.E Cracknell p D.N Scott
p J.G Craig p Lieut. Col. MJ. Shand
p WF. Croydon p S.A Shepherd
p B.A Cullers p A J. Simons
p G Dawson p Ms. B. Smth
p J.J. Dawson p Ms. L.P. Snashall
p Mss P.A Drake p G Spikins
p Mjor S.S. Elvery p R G Vernon-Jackson
p Ms. L.K Errington p S.S. Wade
p L.P. Gbbs p GH Wles
p WJ. Geer Ms. D. WIlson
p AJ.C Giffiths p Ms. P.A Weth
p RCH Hale
p F.R Harrison
Apol ogi es:

were received fromdlr. Ms. WIson.
O ficers Attending:
P.A. D. Hyde, R Carver, N.J. Gbbs, D. Gurney, Ms. M Hol nes,
E. W Hughes, E. S. Johnson, |.B. Mackintosh, Mss J. Debnam and
T. R Si npson.
M NUTES.
RESOLVED:
That the m nutes of the neeting held on 11t hNovenber 1991,
havi ng been circul ated, be signed by the Chairman as a

correct record subject to the amendnent of minute 39 to
refer to the Royal British Legion, and the deletion of Clr.
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Croydon fromthose Menbers listed in nminute 48 as being
present during the afternoon.

JONATHAN GATTY.

The Chairnman reported, with regret, the death of Jonathan Gatty
who had represented MIford Ward from 1976 until 1979.

Al those present stood in silence in tribute to his nmenory.
CHAI RVAN' S ANNOUNCEMENTS.
(a) New Year’s Honours Li st

The Chairnman was pl eased to announce that four |ocal people
had received awards in the New Year’s Honours List.

Iris Nedderman, fornmer Chairman of this Council and Mayor of
Lym ngt on Borough Council, had been awarded the MB.E., in
recogni tion of her work for housing and for the nentally
handi capped. dIr. W). Cdr. Bennett spoke of his respect
for the conmunity work undertaken by Ms. Nedderman and of
her cl ear conci se chai rnmanship.

Al'l those present stood and appl auded Ms. Neddernan in
recogni ti on of her achi evenents.

Eric Ashby, the wild |ife photographer and conservati oni st
had al so received the MB.E., while David Perry, Deputy
Surveyor of the New Forest had received the O B.E. and
County Councillor Ken Thornber the C B.E..

The Chairman reported that he had sent a letter of
congratul ation in each case.

(b) Hythe Fire Station

Despite strong representations fromthis Council and Hythe
and Di bden Parish Council, the County Public Protection
Conmittee were being recomended to close Hythe Fire Station
on 31stMarch 1992. The Chairman advi sed Menbers that he

had witten to the Secretary of State urging himto refuse
consent to the closure. A press release, enclosing a copy
of the letter, would be issued.

PLANNI NG COW TTEE

Clr. G Dawson presented the mnutes of the neetings held on 13th
Novenber and 11th Decenber 1991

On the notion that the nminutes be received: -

(a) 1992/ 93 Transport Policy and Programe (M nutel30)
In answer to a question fromdIlr. Wales, Menbers were
advi sed that resolution (a) (11) should be anended by the
substitution of the word "should" for the word "to" in the

second |i ne.

Clr. Ms. Bannister expressed her concern that, although
the County Council were paying greater attention to cycli st
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(b)

(c)

(d)

and pedestrian safety, these two el enents were not
conmpati bl e when, as in West Totton, both pedestrians and
cyclists had to share the pavenent. In sone instances
pedestrians were having to walk in the road to avoid |arge
groups of teenagers |eaving the secondary schools.

Charging for Informal Advice (Mnute 150(c))

Clr. Burdle referred to the Planning Committee’s decision
not to charge for informal pre-application advice. He

wel coned the recent decision in the House of Lords that

| ocal planning authorities had no power to nmake such a
char ge.

Webbs Country Foods, Bridge Road, Lynington (Application
47975) (M nute 160)

Clr. Wales expressed the hope that the | andscapi ng

requi renents woul d be properly carried out in an attenpt to
anmeliorate the visual effects of this building in a
sensitive riverside | ocation

Cllr. Rice did not consider that it was possible to provide
sufficient |andscaping to hide the building and regretted
the decision to grant pernission for the devel opnent.

Clrs. Burdle and R G Vernon-Jackson consi dered that the

| ocal authority had a duty to safeguard | ocal enploynent.
The applicant was a major enployer who had been established
on the site for a nunber of years. dlIlr. Ms. Robinson
cautioned that the |l oss of such an enpl oyer could be
fundanmental ly detrinmental to the town.

Clr. Scott accepted the need to safeguard | ocal jobs but
consi dered this shoul d be wei ghed agai nst the environnmenta
i mpact of the proposals, which nust be properly controll ed.

Adj our nment and Resunption of Meetings (M nutel63)

Clr. Lovering advised Menbers that he had not been present
during the afternoon of the neeting.

RESOLVED:

That the minutes be received subject to the deletion
of Clr. Lovering fromthe |list of those attending the
afternoon of the meeting held on 11th Decenber 1991
and the substitution of the word "should" for "to" in
m nute 130(a)(11).

LEI SURE SERVI CES COW TTEE

clr.

Hut chins presented the m nutes of the neeting held on

19t hNovenber 1991.

On the notion that the m nutes be received: -

(a)

Seasonal Revi ew of Charges (M nute 63)

Clr. Ms. Vernon-Jackson advised that the schedul e
shoul d be amended by the substitution of Fanmily
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(b)

I ncome Support with its successor benefit, Fanily
Credit;

Grant Aid (Mnute 66)

Clr. MCeorge wel coned the support for pre-school education
at Ri ngwood and hoped that it would be extended throughout
the District. Recent research in Anerica had established

t hat noney spent on pre-school education was repaid five
tinmes over in later savings to the comunity.

(NOTE: dIr. Mss Rickus disclosed a non-pecuniary interest
in mnute 66 insofar as it related to the Avon Tyrrel

Resi dential Centre, but there being no discussion did not

| eave the neeting).

RESOLVED:
That the minutes be received subject to the anendnment

of the schedul e by the substitution of Fanily Incone
Support with Fanmily Credit.

ENVI RONMVENTAL SERVI CES COW TTEE

clr.

Ms. Vernon-Jackson presented the ninutes of the neeting

hel d on 21st Novenber 1991

On the notion that the m nutes be received and the recommendati ons
be adopted: -

(a)

Urban Grass Cutting (Mnute 70)

CAlr. Giffiths thanked Alr. Ms. Vernon-Jackson for her
letter which had set out the reasons why the Environnenta
Services Committee had deci ded not to support a pilot
project for collecting highway grass cuttings at
Barton-on-Sea. This matter had been referred back to the
Committee for further consideration at the | ast neeting of
the Council (minute 42 refers). dIlr. Giffiths considered
that there was a duty to provide the services that the
public demanded. There had been a | arge nunber of
conplaints on this matter during the sumrer and it was plain
that an acceptabl e standard of service was not being
provided. A pilot project would establish the effectiveness
and cost of a grass collection service, which could be

ext ended throughout the District. He noved that

"action be taken to introduce a pilot schene for
col l ecting highway's grass cuttings at Barton-on-Sea"

The anmendnent was seconded by Clr. Austin.

O her Menbers noted that the highway agency area currently
enjoyed a higher |evel of service than the rest of the
District and was bei ng subsi dised by other areas. Although
many parts of the District would like to have a grass
col l ection service, the cost of extending the schenme would
be prohibitive. The view was expressed that the limted
funds avail able should first be used to bring the rest of
the District up to the standard al ready enjoyed at
Bart on- on- Sea.



(b)

(c)

(d)

Cllr Burdle drew attention to the fact that collecting grass
cuttings would i nprove the appearance of the streets, and
pointed out that it was a holiday area with nmany visitors.
Several Menbers spoke strongly in favour of a pilot schene.

Fol | owi ng debate of the issues, dlr. Ms. Vernon-Jackson
rem nded Menbers that it had al ready been accepted that the
grass cutting service had been poor in sone areas as the
result of the wet spring. At present, the District received
a basic service of seven grass cuttings per annumon a
contract let by the County Council. The highway agency area
enjoyed a further three cuts per annum The Environnenta
Services Committee budget included a sumof 30,000 to

extend this enhanced service to the rest of the District.
The Conmittee had decided to examine in detail the grass
cutting service as part of their performnce neasurenent,

but had deci ded not to undertake the pilot at this stage. A
grass collection service for the District would cost in the
regi on of 345,000 per annum and there woul d be

suppl enentary cost arising fromthe di sposal of the
clippings and the subsequent need to fertilise verges. The
cost of a pilot project, which would involve investnent in
equi prent, could not be justified unless there was a
realistic possibility that the scheme woul d be conti nued.

Wth 14 Menbers voting in favour of the amendment, and the
maj ority voting against, the anendnent was declared | ost.

Garden Refuse Sacks (M nute 71)

Cllr. Ms. Errington considered that the elderly would
suffer nost fromthe increase in charges for garden refuse
sacks and would prefer to see them given extra sacks, rather
than a pilot schene of sone type being introduced.

Clr. Lovering believed that the sacks were expensive for
the amount that could be put in themfor disposal and
suggested that it might be nore consistent to take the view
that the Council do not wish to provide this service at all

Clr. Ms. Rickus also noted that the cost of disposing of
garden refuse was substanti al

Clr. Ms. Vernon-Jackson invited all Menbers to subnit
their views and concerns to the Perfornmance Revi ew WrKi ng
Party who woul d be | ooking at the service in detail.

Devel oprment Programme Bids 1992/93 - Further Revi ew by
Policy and Resources Committee (M nute75)

Alr. R G Vernon-Jackson wel coned the suggestion that the
Policy and Resources Conmmittee should consider allocating
resources between comittees on the basis of current needs
rather than historic projects. CdIr. Craig noted that each
conmittee should also be reviewing its services on the basis
of current needs.

Brabant Q| Exploration - Buckland Road, Lym ngton (M nute
79)

In answer to a question fromdlIr. MGCeorge, dlr. Ms
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(e)

(f)

(9)

Ver non- Jackson advi sed Menbers that there had been two
breaches of the planning conditions attached to this
consent. A bund which had been built too near to a stream
had now been noved and action had been taken to prevent the
breach of the hours condition for lorry novenents.

In addition it was understood that there had been sone
overrun at the edge of Sway Road, which the oil conpany had
promi sed to put right at the end of the exploration period.

Beach Hut Wardening (M nute 88)
Clr. Giffiths welcomed the proposed warden schene.
Condition of Footways - New MIlton (M nute 89)

Clr. Mss Rickus welcomed this response to public opinion
regarding the condition of public footways in New MIton

1 Cannon Street, Lymington (M nute 90)

In answer to a question fromdI|r. MGeorge, dlr. Ms
Banni st er advi sed Menbers that the Housing Conmittee
considered that 1 Cannon Street, Lym ngton was not suitable
for honeless fanmilies and had rejected the opportunity to
acquire it. The property was however being discussed with a
Housi ng Associ ati on who were considering its suitability for
si ngl e honel ess peopl e.

RESOLVED:

That the m nutes be received and the recommendati ons
be adopt ed.

HOUSI NG COW TTEE.

clr.

M's. Bannister presented the mnutes of the neeting held on

26t h Novenber 1991

On the notion that the m nutes be received and the reconmendati ons
be adopted: -

(a)

(b)

Mort gage Rescue Scheme (M nute 57)

In answer to a question fromdIlr. Mss Cooke, dlr. Ms.
Banni st er advi sed Menbers that the Governnent’'s Mortgage
Rescue Schenme appeared to be of greatest benefit to people
who were still in enploynment but on reduced incone. It was
not expected to help the mpjority of fanilies facing

honel essness in this District. A paper would be subnitted
to a future neeting of the Cormittee on a | ocal scheme when
nore information was avail abl e.

Nos. 5 & 6 Crete Cottages, Dibden (Mnute 69)

Clr. Ms. Robinson rem nded Menbers that Crete Cottages
were | ocated in Butts Ash.

RESOLVED:

That the m nutes be recei ved and recommendati ons be
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adopt ed.

LI CENSI NG COW TTEE

clr.

Rice presented the minutes of the meetings held on 28th

Novenmber and 20t h December 1991

On the notion that the m nutes be received and the recommendati on
be adopted: -

(a)

(b)

Anmusenent Arcade - Totton (M nute 37)

Cllr. Harrison expressed his thanks for the pronpt action by
the Oficers and the Police to close this unlicensed
anmusenent arcade.

Public Entertainnment in the Open Air (M nute 43)

Clr. Craig was concerned at the recomrendati on not to adopt
paragraphs 3 and 4 of the Local Government (M scellaneous
Provisions) Act 1982. |In declining to grant an injunction
agai nst a threatened event, the Judge had referred to the
failure of the Council to adopt these provisions. A future
attenpt to gain an injunction could fail for the same
reasons and the District might therefore be perceived as

vul nerable to this type of event. He noved that the matter
be referred back for further consideration. The anendnment
was seconded by dlr. Mss Drake.

Clr. Ms. Errington advised Menbers that the Forestry
Conmi ssion were unlikely to be able to play a constructive
role in controlling events of this type as they were
constrained to consult widely on any such proposal s, which
prevented a pronpt response.

Clrs. Ms. Bannister, Burdle and Burnett referred to the
careful and detail ed consideration which the Conmttee had
given to this matter. Adopting the provisions would bring a
nunmber of small charitable |ocal events under |icensing
control. The conditions to be applied to a |icence were
potentially onerous and m ght deter applications. However,
shoul d the licence fee be waived, it would entai
significant adm nistrative costs for the authority to bear
They considered that the decision to seek a change in the

| egi sl ation, through the auspices of the A D.C., was the
correct course of action.

Clr. J.J. Dawson shared this view and expressed his fear
that licensing such events would prejudice the rich variety
of activities which currently took place in the District.
Clr Burdle pointed out these had been going on for
centuries, and any licensing systemwould have to be
enf or ced.

Clr. Rice cautioned Menbers that it mnmight be necessary to
adopt these provisions later as a matter of urgency.

Wth two Menbers voting in favour of the anmendnent and the
majority voting agai nst, the amendnent was decl ared | ost.

RESOLVED:
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That the m nutes be received and the recommendati on be
adopt ed.

CENTRAL SERVI CES COW TTEE.

Cllr. Wade presented the mnutes of the neeting held on 2nd
Decenber 1991.

On the notion that the nminutes be received: -

(a) Council Tax (M nute 36)
In answer to a question fromdIr. MGeorge, Menbers were
advi sed that there was no additional information avail able
as yet on the inpact of the proposed Council Tax on this
District.

(b) Devel oprment Programme Bids 1992/93 - Further Review by
Policy and Resources Committee (M nute37)

Clr. Giffiths expressed his concern at the production of
the New Forest cal endar during a period of financial
restraint, and questi oned whet her the noney m ght have been
better spent on other activities. This view was supported
by dlr. R G Vernon-Jackson who al so questioned the
production of car stickers.
Clrs. Wal es and Wade advi sed Menbers that the cal endar had
been funded fromthe District Strategy budget and woul d not
be charged to the reduced public relations fund.
RESCLVED:
That the ninutes be received.
STRATEA C GROAMH | N TOTTON ADVI SORY COWM TTEE.

Clr. Harrison presented the nminutes of the nmeeting held on 17th
Decenber 1991.

On the notion that the mnutes be received: -
(a) Hol | yhat ch Road/ Test bourne Road Link Totton (M nute 30)

Clr. Burdle pointed out that the site visit would be held
on Tuesday, 17th March 1992.

RESOLVED:
That the m nutes be received.
POLI CY AND RESOURCES COW TTEE.

Clr. Mynard presented the minutes of the neeting held on 10th
Decenber 1991.

On the notion that the m nutes be received and the recommendati ons
be adopted: -

(a) Devel oprment Programe 1992/93 to 1995/ 96 and Budget Strategy



(b)

(c)

1992/93 (M nute 62)

Cllr. Burdle asked whether provision had been nmade in the
budget for a contribution towards the cost of assisting the
Cal shot Activity Centre. CdIr. Lovering also supported
funding the Centre and suggested that unitary authority
status would require the ability to resolve problens of this
scale. The possibility of running the Centre as an Enabling
Aut hority shoul d be investigated.

The Chairnman reported that the Hanpshire and Isle of W ght
Branch of the A . D.C. had expressed their support for the
Centre and were seeking a neeting with the County Council to
di scuss the future of Cal shot.

Clr. Mynard advised Members that there was no provision in
the current budget, but earnest consideration would be given
to this matter. The Centre had only won a tenporary
reprieve. The possibility of |ocal governnent
reorgani sati on added further uncertainty.

Standi ng Order 13 as to Meetings and Proceedi ngs -
Petitions, Menorials Etc (M nute 65)

Clr. Craig did not favour the proposed change to Standing
Orders. He could not identify a clear purpose which would
be achi eved by the change. The underlying purpose ought to
be known. He al so questioned whether there would be a

di f ference between a petition and a conplaint, particularly
as the latter could lead to the invol venent of the
Orbudsman.

Cllrs. Cullers and M ss Cooke referred to public support for
public participation at nmeetings. dIr. Ms. Baker also
considered that this was a good neans to attract public to
attend neetings which would not incur any costs.

Clr. Geer asked that where nore than two petitions were
received they should be referred to local nenbers to dea
with in the normal way.

Snoking - Policy Inplenentation (Mnute 70)

Clrs. Lovering and Burnett did not consider that there was
adequate provision for staff who wi shed to snoke at
Appletree Court. CIlr. Burnett was al so concerned that the
original questionnaire had been strongly biased agai nst
seeki ng the views of snokers.

Clrs. Craig and M ss Rickus rem nded Menbers that the staff
had been consulted through the Joint Industrial Relations
Conmittee and the Staff Consultative Committee and were
satisfied that the needs of the non-snoking nmgjority shoul d
prevail and the provision for snokers was as good as

possi ble in the circunstances.

RESOLVED:

That the m nutes be received and the reconmendati ons
be adopt ed.
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QUESTI ON UNDER STANDI NG OCRDER NO 9.

Clr. R G Vernon-Jackson asked the Chairnan of the Leisure
Services Committee: -

(a) To what extent Dibden Golf Course was trading in surplus in
1990/ 917

(b) The anticipated surplus for the current year 1991/92 and

(c) How much of the surplus would be transferred to the genera
fund.

Clr. Hutchins, Chairman of the Leisure Services Conmittee advised
Menmbers that in 1990/91 Di bden Golf Course had a trading surplus
of 34,423.00.

In the current year it was anticipated that the surplus would be
88, 190.00. The substantial rise was due to the opening of the
new driving range and new ni ne hol e course which began operation
in July last year. That surplus was expected to reach 180, 860 in
1992/ 93 when there would be the benefit of a full year of
operation of the new facilities. Menbers mght wish to note that
the financial performance of the driving range and nine hole
course was al ready perform ng above the targets set out and the
busi ness plan put before the Council in 1989.

Finally all the trading surplus was available to the general fund.

Clr Hutchins stated that the Leisure Services Conmittee were

wel |l satisfied with the investnment in the golf course.

SEALI NG OF DOCUMENTS.

RESOLVED:
That the Common Seal of the Council be affixed to any
orders, deeds or documents necessary to give effect to any
deci sions made at this neeting.

CHAI RVAN



