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NEW FOREST DI STRI CT COUNCI L

M nutes of a neeting of the New Forest District Council held at
Appl etree Court, Lyndhurst on Monday, 11th Novenber 1991.

p dlIlr. J.E. Coles - Chairman
p dlr. Ms. J.K Vernon-Jackson, MBE JP - Vice Chairnman

Counci |l | ors: Counci |l | ors:
p Ms. NE Aldridge p Ms. Y.P. Holloway
p K E Austin p Ms. AM Howe
p Ms. OA M Badland p J.M Hoy
p S. Bailey p J.A G Hutchins, JP
P P.A Baker p J. Lovering
p Ms. P.D Baker p J. Maynard
p Ms. MJ. Bannister p Ms. M MLean
p Mjor C Beeton MBE p ND M MGeorge
p W). Cdr. H E. Bennett, MBE p J. Lovering
p WE. B. Boothby p Mss GE Maden
p E R Bowing p RF Oton
p DS Burdle p P.G Pearce-Snith
p RJ. Burnett p C G Ransden
p Ms. D.M Brooks p AW Rce, TD
p Mss S. A Cooke p Mss GM Rickus, CBE
p D.E Cracknell p Ms. MJ. Robinson
p J.G Craig p D.N Scott
p WF. Croydon p Lieut. Col. MJ. Shand
p B.A Cullers p S.A Shepherd
p G Dawson p A J. Simmons

J.J. Dawson p Ms. B. Snmith
p Mss P.A Drake p Ms. L.P. Snashall
p Mjor S S Elvery p G Spikins
p Ms. L.K Errington p R G Vernon-Jackson
p L.P. Gbbs p S.S. Wade
p WJ. Geer p GH Wales
p AJ.C Giffiths Ms. D. WIlson
p RCH Hale p Ms. P.A Weth
p F.R Harrison
Apol ogi es:

were received fromdlrs. J.J. Dawson and Ms. W] son.
O ficers Attending:
P.A. D. Hyde, R Carver, N.J. Gbbs, D. Gurney, Ms. M Hol nes,
E. W Hughes, E. S. Johnson, |.B. Mackintosh, Mss J. Debnam and
T. R Si npson.
M NUTES.
RESOLVED:
That the mnutes of the nmeeting held on 29thJuly

1991, having been circul ated, be signed by the
Chai rman as a correct record.



36.

CHAI RVAN' S ANNOUNCEMENTS.

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

(9)

New For est Show

The Chairnman thanked all those Menbers who gave
their assistance at the New Forest Show earlier
in the year.

1992 - Garden Party for New Forest Twi nning
Associ ati ons

The Chai rman announced that all the Local Town
Twi nni ng Associ ations would be invited to his
Garden Party on 4th July 1992 as part of the
cel ebrations of the Hanpshire Euro Festival

Clr. Ms. Holloway

The Chairnman congratulated Clr. Ms. Yvonne
Hol |l oway on the Silver Medal that she won at the
Worl d Wheel chair Games at Stoke Mandeville in
July.

Duke of Edi nburgh’s Award Schene

The Chairnman was del i ghted to announce that six
| ocal young people had gained the Gold Award in
t he Duke of Edi nburgh’s Award Scheme, and was

pl eased to present two of them Susan Harrison
and Jeffery Marston, with framed certificates in
recognition of their outstanding efforts.

Annual Gol f Tournament with Christchurch Borough
Counci |

It was also with great pleasure that the Chairnman
announced that the Council had won the annua

gol f tournament with Christchurch Borough Counci
by a margin of five to nil. The trophy was

di spl ayed at the neeting.

VWhi skar s

The Chairnman was pl eased to wel cone Wi skas the
clown to the neeting. Wiskas, also known as
Sidney WIls, won the CGold Medal for character
make-up (face and costune) at the Wirld C own
Associ ati on Convention at Bognhor Regis. This was
the first time that this particular nmedal had
been won outside Anerica. The Chairman presented
Whi skars with a plaque in recognition of his

achi evenent.

Local Government in Hanpshire

The Chairnman was deeply concerned at the press
coverage following an interview with the Leader
of Hanpshire County Council which had pronoted
the concept of four new large unitary authorities
in Hampshire, splitting the New Forest District.
Members had received a copy of the press rel ease
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whi ch was issued expressing this Council’s
concern, and the Chairman enphasi sed that any
proposal which suggested a fragnentation of the
present area controlled by New Forest District
Counci| woul d be vigorously opposed.

The Chairman remarked that |ocal conmmunities
especially in Totton and al ong the Waterside,
were proud to belong to the New Forest, and he
assured themthat the Council would not stand
idly by and watch themfall victimto any
suggestions that they should formpart of a
greater Sout hanpt on.

The Chairnman considered that such premature
specul ation and proposals were little short of

m schi evous in that they could inprint the wong
picture in the public mnd. The Council had
stated clearly that they were willing and able to
carry out all the responsibilities required for
the future unitary authority for the New Forest
Area, including Totton and the Waterside, and in
particular for the New Forest National Park. He
advi sed the representatives of the nedia to
represent nore than just the views of the County
Council in this very sensitive issue.

(h) Clr. Wles

The Chairnman was pleased to welcome Clr. Wles
to his first neeting of the Council following his
recent illness.

Clr. Wales thanked the Chairman, fell ow Menbers
and O ficers of the Council for their good w shes
and support during his recent illness.

LI CENSI NG COW TTEE

Clr. Rice presented the minutes of the meetings held
on 18th July, 1st August, 26th Septenber, 8th Cctober
and 6th Novenber 1991.

On the notion that the m nutes be received and the
reconmendati ons be adopted: -

(a) Application for Public Entertainment Licence -
Gssensl ey, Bashley (M nute 30)

Clr. Rice expressed the appreciation of the
vill agers at Bashley for the thorough and

i nteresting manner in which this application had
been dealt with. He paid tribute to
Clr.Burnett who had chaired the nmeeting with
great sensitivity.

(b) Public Entertainment in the Open Air (Mnute 32)
Clr. MCeorge had visited the open air party at

Dilton Farm Boldre in the conpany of CIr. Mjor
Beeton. On this particular occasion the sound
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system had arrived very late and the poor weather
conditions had Iimted attendance. The event had
not proved to be a problem He was therefore
concerned at proposals to adopt the provisions of
paragraphs 3 and 4 of Schedule 1 of the Loca
Governnent (M scel | aneous Provisions) Act 1982.
These neasures woul d bring many nore events under
licensing control in future. The additional cost
i nposed by the licence fee woul d add
significantly to ticket prices and might

di sadvantage charity events which were currently
uncontrolled. dIlr. MGeorge believed that these
provi si ons were bei ng adopted wi thout proper
thought and in order that the Committee night
consider the matter further he noved that this

m nute be referred back. The anendnent was
seconded by CIr. Harrison

Clr. Rice renmnded Menbers that the District
Secretary woul d have discretion regarding fees to
be charged to charitable organisations, which
shoul d provi de adequate safeguard for themnot to
be di sadvantaged. He urged Menbers to adopt

t hese provisions. The event at Dilton Farm had
not been a nui sance, but a future event ni ght
cause difficulties. The Council had been forced
to engage in |l egal proceedings to oppose the
event, and had proved unsuccessful. |In addition
it would be of benefit to the organisers of such
events for the Council to be able to decide

qui ckly whether they might be held. The matter
could be reviewed after twelve nonths

Cllr.Rice thanked Clr. Mjor Beeton and
Clr.MGCeorge for attending this event and

bri ngi ng back valuable information to assi st

fell ow Menbers.

Wth 27 Menbers voting in favour of the
anendnment, and 21 voting agai nst, the amendnent
was decl ared carri ed.

RESOLVED:

That the m nutes be received and the
recomendati on be adopted, subject to the
reference back of mnute 32 for further
consi der ati on.

HOUSI NG COW TTEE.

clr.

Ms. Bannister presented the m nutes of the

nmeetings held on 22nd July and 17th Septenber 1991.

On the notion that the m nutes be received and the
reconmendati ons be adopted: -

(a)

Information to Tenants (M nute 31)

Clr. Ms. Bannister comended the quality and
style of the booklet which had been produced to
advi se tenants on managenent information. She



(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

consi dered that the presentation and readability
conpared very favourably with the docunents
produced by other local authorities.

Capital Expenditure 1991/92
Devel opnment Programme 1992/93 to 1995/ 96
(M nute 30)

Clr. Ms. MLean advi sed Menbers that Crete
Cottages lay within the Butts Ash ward.

Rural Housing Suppl ementary Credit Approvals
1991/92 (M nute 38)

Alr. R G Vernon-Jackson hoped that there would
be cl ose co-operation between the Housing and

Pl anning Comrittees to ensure that supplenentary
credit approval was used to provide badly needed
housing in rural areas.

Clr. Ms. Bannister rem nded Menmbers that there
was continuing cl ose co-operation between the
Committees and every attenpt would be nade to use
this noney in the current financial year. The
difficulty arose fromthe linmted timescale, and
it was necessary to have schemes pre-planned for
when noney becane avail abl e.

Housi ng Mai ntenance Policy (M nute 40)

Clr. Ms. Robinson suggested that this nminute
shoul d be anended to refer to the revised
Tenant’ s Handbook being submtted to a future
neeting of the Tenants’ Liaison Meeting for
conment, rather than the next neeting;

Housi ng Al l ocations - Policy Review (Mnute 43)

Clr. Ms. Bannister noved that the housing
al l ocations policy relating to bedroom defi ci ency
shoul d be amended to read

"Bedr oom Defi ci ency

Poi nts shall be awarded for children of the
opposi te sex sharing a bedroom but the Oficers
shall al so have discretion in appropriate
circunstances to award poi nts where children of
the sane sex are sharing a bedroom™

The anendnent was seconded by dlr.
M s. P. D. Baker.

The anendnent was unani mously agreed.

RESOLVED:
That the minutes be received and the
recomendati ons be adopted subject to the

amendnment of minute 40 to refer to the
revi sed Tenant’'s Handbook being subnitted
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to a future neeting of the Tenant’'s Liaison
Meeting for corment; and of minute 43 to
read:

"Bedr oom Defi ci ency

Poi nts shall be awarded for children of the
opposite sex sharing a bedroom but the

O ficers shall also have discretion in
appropriate circunstances to award points
where children of the sanme sex are sharing
a bedroom™

ARM STI CE DAY.

At 11.00 a.m all those present stood in silent nenory
to those who had died in wars and conflicts.

On behalf of the British Legion, Clr. W. Cdr. Bennett
t hanked the Chairnman, his fellow Councillors and
Oficers for their help during the Poppy Day Appeal

He highlighted the work undertaken by the British
Legion and the need for funds to continue this work.

PLANNI NG COW TTEE

Clr. G Dawson presented the mnutes of the neetings
hel d on 14th August, 11th Septenber, 9th COctober and
4t h Novenber 1991

On the notion that the m nutes be received and t he
recommendati on be adopted: -

(a) Pl anni ng Applications for Committee Decision
(M nute 120(f))

Cllr. Ms. Bannister noted that a planning
application for storage and sale of tinber and
associ ated products on land of Little Testwood
Farm Salisbury Road, Totton had been deferred
for further negotiations regardi ng acceptabl e
uses on the site. She advised Menbers that a
Sunday Mar ket was now bei ng advertised for the
site and asked the Planning Conmittee to consider
the past history of unsuitable uses before
determ ning this application. She suggested that
a site visit mght be of value.

Clr. G Dawson advised Menbers that this
application woul d be considered again at the
Decenber neeting of the Planning Conmittee and
t hanked Ms. Bannister for this additiona

i nformati on.

(b) Traffic Planning: Getting the Public Involved
(Mnute 122)

Cllr. Austin expressed his surprise that, in view
of the inmportance of the Lyndhurst Bypass issue,
no Menbers of the Planning Conmittee had attended
thi s Conference.
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(c)

New Forest Heritage Area Boundary (M nute 113)

Clr. Lovering advised Menbers that he had
strongly supported the use of the River Avon to
define the western boundary of the New Forest
Heritage Area as opposed to the A 338. He
considered that the river was a credible,

hi stori cal boundary dating back for centries;
and that the use of the road produced an
artificial division of identical ecol ogica
features in the river valley. |In addition the
people living in the Avon Valley w shed to be
included in the Heritage Area. He advised
Menmbers that there would be continuing public
pressure for inclusion.

Cllr. Ms. Errington rem nded Menbers that the
use of the River Avon to mark the boundary woul d
exclude part of the existing Heritage Area.
RESOLVED:

That the m nutes be received and the
recomendati on be adopt ed.

LEI SURE SERVI CES COW TTEE

clr.

Hut chi ns presented the ninutes of the neetings

hel d on 3rd Septenber 1991

On the notion that the m nutes be received;

(a)

(b)

A Strategy for Hanpshire's Coast (M nute 47)

Adlr. R G Vernon-Jackson wel comed the positive
statenent issued by the Committee on the Strategy
for Hanpshire' s coast. He considered this would
be of positive value bearing in nmind recent

specul ation regardi ng proposals for further

mari na devel opnent at Lym ngton, which would | ead
to a loss of industrial Iand and a consequenti al

| oss of potential enploynent. He also wel coned
any neasures to control speeding craft in the
area of the Lymi ngton River, which were a danger
to wildlife and caused danage to the banks.

Clr. Rice remnded Menbers that there were
exi sting byelaws limting the speed of craft
bet ween Lym ngton and Cal shot Spit. The
difficulty lay in enforcing these byel aws.

Cllr. Hutchins confirmed that there were already
byelaws to linit the speed of craft but that

enf orcenent was a continuing problem The
Strategy woul d however prompte a joint approach
on enforcenment by all the interested agencies.

Hyt he Marina (M nute 51)

Clr. Ms. Robinson reported that the probl ens at
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(c)

Hyt he Mari na now appeared to have been resol ved.
She consi dered however that the mnute should
recogni se that County, District and Parish
Councillors had all played a part in the debate
to resolve this issue and had attended a speci al
joint meeting.

Mar chwood Sports and Social Cub (Mnute 59)

Clr. Wade was concerned that further delay in
negoti ati ons night prejudice the future
continuation of the sports and social club

In reply dlr. Hutchins advised Menbers that this
matter would be on the Agenda for the next
neeting of the Comittee.

(Note: dIr. Harrison disclosed an interest in
respect of Mnute 59 relating to the Marchwood
Sports and Social Club and took no part in the
debat e) .
RESOLVED:

That the m nutes be received.

ENVI RONMVENTAL SERVI CES COW TTEE

clr.

Ms. Vernon-Jackson presented the mnutes of the

nmeeting held on 5th Septenber 1991.

On the notion that the m nutes be received and the
recommendati on be adopted: -

(a)

Report of Advisory Steering Group - Review of
Capital Expenditure 1991/92 and Devel opnent
Progranme 1992/93 to 1995/96 (M nute 32)

(i) Vel | ands Road, Lyndhurst ((a)(ii))

Clr. Pearce-Snmith considered that this car
park should be restricted to short-stay to
avoi d the space being used by a | oca
garage. dIr. Ms. Vernon-Jackson agreed
that a tinme limt would be investigated.

(ii) Recycling ((a)(iv))

Clr. Ms. Smth wel comed increased support
for recycling, and particularly noted the
promoti on of the proper use of resources.

(iii) Concessionary Transport Schenme ((b)(vi))

Alr. Ms. Vernon-Jackson advi sed Menbers
that the present criteria for the Schene
speci fically excluded people who received
the nobility allowance. This benefit would
however be discontinued in January 1992 and
the Scheme woul d be reassessed at the next
neeting to consider howto respond to this
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change.
Fees and Charges (c)

Clr. Ms. Howe was not satisfied that

el derly peopl e should neet the full cost
proposed for garden refuse sacks. She
considered that there was nerit in offering
a discount to elderly people and noved t hat
the matter be referred back for further
consi deration. The amendnent was seconded
by dlr. Ms. Robinson.

Clr. Ms. Vernon-Jackson rem nded Menbers
that the cost of the sacks was equival ent
to the cost of the collection service. The
service had to be self-supporting as the

Di rect Labour Organisation nmust be run as a
conmer cial concern and it would be
difficult to decide who should be given an
advant age, especially as other users would
have to pay nore. Any schene which offered
a di scount was open to exploitation

Wth 38 Menbers voting in favour of the
amendnment, and a | esser nunber voting
agai nst, the anendnent was decl ared
carried.

AAlr. Giffiths was unhappy that there
woul d be no grass collection service,
particularly in Barton-on-Sea, where there
was strong local feeling that the discarded
grass cuttings were hazardous, and
seriously detrinmental in an area where
people took a pride in their gardens. He
had noted that a grass collection service
for the District would cost 245,000, but
he considered that there was nerit in a
pil ot schenme at Barton-on-Sea, to establish
the actual cost. He noved that the matter
be referred back for further consideration
The amendment was seconded by CIr. Geer
who considered that a pilot schene, based
on one col |l ection machi ne, would be
wor t hwhi | e.

Clr. Mss Cooke was concerned that
renmovi ng grass cuttings would lead to a
need for fertilizer to be applied in the
future. She supported the policy of

mul ching. Grass cuttings had only been a
probl emthis year because of the
particularly luxuriant growth. This view
was supported by Clrs. Ms. Aldridge and
M's. Banni ster who reni nded Menbers that
the Agency Area enjoyed hi gher grass
cutting standards than the Watersi de, where
the profuse growmh this year was obscuring
road signs.



(b)

(c)

(d)

The hi gher standards al ready enjoyed by the
Agency Area were enphasi sed by
Clrs.Lovering and Cullers. dlIr.Cullers
referred to an annual subsidy of 300, 000
for the Agency Area. He considered that
addi ti onal funds should be spent to bring
the rest of the District up to standard,
before further increasing the service in
Barton-on-Sea. C|Ir.Burdle supported the
pil ot scheme and considered that grass
cutting machi nes should al so collect the
cuttings. He suggested that the state of
roadsi de verges was an inportant elenent in
the environment in which people |ived.

Clr. Ms. Vernon-Jackson agreed that this
matter woul d be given further consideration
by the Committee.

Lorries in Hanpshire (M nute 33)

Clr. Ms. Errington had noted support for
the provision of toilets and bins etc. in
| aybys. She had previously canpaigned to
have toilets renoved from | aybys as they
attracted undesirable practices. She
suggested caution in this matter. dlr.
Ms. Errington also considered that lorry
parking sites, such as that provided
jointly with the County Council at

Ri ngwood, shoul d have a good standard of
services offered for which there should be
a reasonable charge, in line with other
Counti es.

The Transport of Live Animals to the
Continent (Mnute 44)

Clr. Mss Cooke was delighted at the
support for opposition to the live export
of animals to the continent, which had
achi eved partial success. She asked that
there shoul d be continued pressure for the
standards of welfare in Britain to be
appl i ed throughout the European Econonic
Comuni ty.

Clr. Lovering was sceptical whether the
"m ni mum val ue" restriction on horses and
ponies ultimately provided adequate
protection for these aninals.

Clr. Geer considered that the Mnister
had done well to achieve the approved
standards which were to be applied. He
advocated a system whereby ani mals were
treated under British standards until they
arrived at the destination which was
specified in their export docunents.

Supply of Bio-Degradabl e Refuse Sacks -



(e)

Pricing Adjustnment (M nute 55)

Clr. Croydon considered that the printing
on the sacks shoul d show that they were
recycled. It was agreed that this would
be done provided there was no additiona
cost.

Access to Bl ynkbonnie Car Park, R ngwood
(M nute 61)

Clr. P.A Baker advised Menbers that

foll owing the decision to proceed with the
Conpul sory Purchase Order, the | andowner
had now indicated his wllingness to sel
the land at an acceptabl e nmarket price.
Clr. Baker was not satisfied that the
access arrangenents were acceptable, or

t hat Bl ynkbonnie was a proper site for a
car park. He would prefer Blynkbonnie to
be used for housing, with the Depot site
bei ng used for car parking.

Clr. Ms. Bannister assured Menbers that
t he Housing Conmittee would be very happy
to put housing on the Bl ynkbonnie site,
and foresaw no difficulty in finding a
Housi ng Association to put in a bid for
finance. The Committee would not,
however, wi sh to give up the Depot site.

Cllr. Mss Drake did not agree with
concerns at the use of this site for car
parking, or the access arragenents, and
consi dered that the scheme should be
progressed urgently to neet |ocal denand
for car parking spaces. dIlr. Ms.
Errington al so considered that there was a
need for additional car parking in this
area, which was close to the Library, and
rem nded Menbers that commuted paynents
had been taken for the provision of car
par ki ng.

Clr. Ms. Vernon-Jackson expl ai ned that
the matter had now been resolved and a
Compul sory Purchase Order woul d not have
to be made.

(Note: dIlr. Croydon disclosed an
interest in respect of Mnute 36 relating
to the proposed A 36 West Well ow Bypass
but had a dispensation fromthe Departnent
of Environment to speak on this matter).

RESOLVED:

That the mi nutes be received and the
recomendati ons be adopted, subject
to the reference back of the parts
of mnute 32 relating to the charge
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for garden refuse sacks and the
grass collection service, for
further consideration.

FI RE DRI LL

The neeting adjourned at 11.30 a.m for a fire dril
and resumed at 11.50 a.m

Members were concerned that the fire bell was al npst
i naudi bl e in the Council Chanber and al so that the
signposting to the Energency Exit fromthe Counci
Chanber was not clear. It was agreed that these
matters woul d be investigated.

STRATEA C GROMH I N TOTTON ADVI SCRY COWM TTEE.

Cllr. Harrison presented the mnutes of the neeting
hel d on 24th Septenber 1991, subject to the inclusion
of dlr. G Dawson in the list of those who had
submitted their apologies. CIlr. Harrison also
expressed his pleasure at the quality of support which
had been given by the Oficers for this evening
nmeeting at Totton.

On the notion that the m nutes be received: -
(a) Hol | yhat ch Road/ Test bourne Road Link (M nute 19)

Clr. Ms. Bannister expressed her continuing
di ssatisfaction with the arrangements at this
road |ink. She advised Menbers that only one,
snmal |l give-way sign had been erected and no
priority or keep clear signs were in place. In
additi on the vegetation had only been cleared on
t he approach from Hol | yhatch, but not in the
other direction. She felt that on bal ance the
road |ink was | ess safe than before. She
suggested that there should be a visit to this
site, possibly before the next neeting of the
Conmittee. dIr. Harrison undertook to discuss
this matter with the Oficers to seek the nost
appropriate way to achieve a site visit.

(b) Totton Western Bypass- lnquiry into Conpul sory
Purchase Order (M nute 24)

Cllr. Geer regretted the continuing delay in
the progress of the construction of the Totton
West ern Bypass and enquired whether there

had been any further devel opnents.

Clr. Harrison advised Menbers that there was no
further definitive informati on avail abl e.

Clr. Burdle considered that the circunstances
of the reconvened Public Inquiry were curious
both in the delay and the way in which the
arrangenents for the resuned I nquiry had been
made. The road was needed urgently and the
County had both the noney in their budget and
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t he necessary planning perm ssion for the route.

Cllr. Burdle suggested that the Chairman should
wite to the |ocal Menbers of Parlianment to
request themto ask a Question on this matter in
t he House of Commons. This was agreed.

RESOLVED:

That the minutes be received subject to
the inclusion of Clr. G Dawson in the
list of those who had subnitted their

apol ogies, and the deletion of Cdlr. Mss
Drake fromthose who had attended the
neeting.

WORKS COWM TTEE.

Clr. Mss Rickus presented the nminutes of the neeting
hel d on 1st Cctober 1991

On the notion that the m nutes be received: -

Reserve Account - New Forest Contract Services
(M nut el9)

Clr. R G Vernon-Jackson highlighted that New Forest
Contract Services were transferring a surplus of
49,000 to general reserves. He considered that the
Di rector Labour Organisation (New Forest Services)
shoul d be congratul ated on their success. Menbers
concurred.

RESOLVED
That the m nutes be received.
CENTRAL SERVI CES COWM TTEE

Clr. Wade presented the minutes of the meeting held
on 7th Cctober 1991

On the notion that the m nutes be received and the
reconmendati ons be adopted: -

(a) Conmuni ty Charge Update (M nute 19)

Clr. Wade was pleased to report that on

30t hJune 1991 the Council had had the twelfth
best collection record in the country, and for
the half year ending 30th Septenber 1991 were
the sixth best authority. dIr. Wade consi dered
that this result reflected the hard work of the
staff and the co-operation of community charge
payers. He hoped that this excellent record
woul d continue as it hel ped contain the costs to
all charge payers.

(b) Council Tax - Inplenmentation and Admi ni stration
Costs (M nute 21)
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Clr. MCeorge was concerned at the inpact of
the new tax especially in this District where
there would be a shift in the taxation burden
He considered it likely that all non-exenpt
peopl e woul d be payi ng nore towards the cost of
| ocal governnent. dIr. Lovering considered
that there was no pleasing way of collecting
taxes. No tax was conpletely fair but he hoped
that this tax would be better than its
predecessors.

(c) Public Relations Wrking Party - Terms of
Ref erence (M nute 24)

AAlr. Giffiths was concerned at the possibility
of a muni ci pal newspaper being published. He
considered that the | ocal newspapers had an
excel l ent record for their coverage of |oca

i ssues and did not wish to see the production of
a political newspaper in this District.

Clr. Giffiths was reassured that there was no
mention of a Council newspaper in the terns of
reference of the Wirking Party.

(Note: dlIr. Ms. Snashall disclosed an
interest in Mnute 23 insofar as it related to
bl ackout blinds to the Council Chanber roof but
there being no discussion did not |eave the
neeting).

RESCLVED:

That the minutes be received and the
recomendat i ons be adopt ed.

EMERGENCI ES COW TTEE

Clr. Shand presented the minutes of the neeting held
on 14th October 1991

On the notion that the m nutes be received.
RESCOLVED:
That the minutes be received.
ADJOURNMENT AND RESUMPTI ON OF MEETI NG
The neeting was adjourned for lunch at 1.40 p.m and
resuned at 2.15 p.m wth the foll owi ng Menbers

present :

p dlr. J.E. Coles - Chairman

p dlr. Ms. J.K Vernon-Jackson, MBE JP - Vice Chairnman

Council |l ors: Council |l ors:

Ms. N E Alldridge p
K.E. Austin p Ms. AM Howe
Ms. OA M Badl and p J.M Hoy

T T T

Ms. Y.P. Holl oway
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S. Bailey

P. A. Baker

Ms. P.D. Baker

Ms. MJ. Bannister
Maj or C. Beeton MBE
W. Cdr. H E Bennett,
W E. B. Boot hby
Bowr i ng

Burdl e

Bur net t

D. M Brooks

S. A. Cooke
Cracknel |
Craig

Cr oydon

. Cullers

Dawson

Dawson

s P. A, Drake

or S.S. Elvery
L. K. Errington
G bbs

G eer

.C. Giffiths

. H Hal e

Harri son

VBE

Ome v enD

n G

SrEgEcOPWscoIgoOm
= > T
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Apol ogi es:

were received fromdlIlrs. J.J.

Ms.WI son.

O ficers Attending:

P. A.D. Hyde,
E. S. Johnson,

POLI CY AND RESOURCES COW TTEE.

al
hel

R. Carver,
| . B. Macki ntosh,

D. CGurney,
Mss J.

T T T T T OCTOTCT T O T T O T T OCTOTTOTTTOTTTO

©

Dawson,

M s.

J.A. G Hutchins, JP
J. Lovering

J. Maynard

Ms. M MLean
N.D.M MCeorge

J. Lovering

M ss G E. Meaden
R F. Oton

P.G Pearce-Smith
C. G Ransden

AW Rice, TD
Mss GM Rickus,
M M J.
Scot t
Lieut. Col. MJ.
S. A. Shepherd
A.J. Simmons
Ms. B. Smth
Ms. L.P. Snashall
G Spikins

R. G Vernon-Jackson
S. S. \Wade

G H Wiles

Ms. D. WIson

Ms. P.A Weth

CBE
Robi nson

Shand

G Dawson, M ss Drake and

M Hol mes, E.W Hughes,

Debnam and T.R Si npson.

r. Maynard presented the minutes of the neeting

d on 23rd Qctober 1991.

On the notion that the m nutes be received and the
reconmendati ons be adopted: -

(a)

Cal shot Activities Centre (Mnute 32)

The Chai rman of the Council

regretted the

deci sion of the County Policy and Resources
Conmittee to recomrend the closure of the

Cal shot Activities Centre.

The deci si on had

been taken in the light of the Conpass report,
whi ch he consi dered gave erroneous information.
It had been estinmated that 2 mllion would be

required for renedial

t he annual

work to the Centre,
runni ng costs woul d be 300, 000.

and

The Conpass report had given figures of 4

mllion and 400, 000 respectively.

The

Hanmpshire branch of the A D.C. opposed the

cl osure and the Association of Local
had recently voted 77 to nil

Council s

for the Centre to



(b)

be kept open. Sonme top sporting people were
j 0i ni ng the canpaign to oppose cl osure.

Clr. Ms. Robinson welconed the Chairman’s
statenent and noved that.

"In the light of the recent support expressed
by the Hanpshire Association of Local Councils
that this Council requests all Hanpshire Parish
Councils, particularly those in this District,
to | obby their Iocal County Councillors to
oppose the recommendation to cl ose Cal shot and
that this Council also wites in sinmlar terns
to each of the District’s County Councillors"

The notion was seconded by Clr. Ms. MLean

Clr. Burdle also wel coned the Chairman’s
statenent and expressed his disappoi ntnent with
the content of the Conpass Report which did not
fulfill the promi se of a nore positive approach
as mght have been expected fromthe earlier
Hollis report and the terns of reference for

t he Conpass study. He agreed that there was a
need for the Parish Councils to state clearly
their wish for the Activities Centre to be
retai ned, and thanked the local media for their
support. He undertook to do all he could in
his capacity as a County Councill or

Clr. Mynard al so considered that the sumns
required by the Activities Centre had been
exaggerated in the Conmpass Report and pl edged
his support to retain the Activities Centre for
the use of young peopl e.

Cllr. Lovering referred also to the historica
i nportance of the site. CIr. Cullers also
val ued these historical aspects and consi dered
that this could be built upon to devel op an
"experience centre" on the site.

Wth Menbers indicating their whol ehearted
support, the notion was declared carried.

(Note: dIlr. R ce abstained fromthe debate
and voting on this issue).

Lyndhurst Traffic - Environmental Study
(M nut e34)

Clr. Ms. Weth expressed her regret that, as
she was not on this Commttee, she had not been
advi sed of a recent meeting on the

Envi ronmental Study. She advi sed nenbers that
route 5A, which was referred to in this mnute,
i ncl uded the suggested "cut and cover™ option
to mnimse the inpact.

Clr. Ms. Errington advised Menbers that the
reference in paragraph 3 to the inevitable



(c)

(d)

failure of arbitration was not a true
reflection of the situation. The Verderers had
agreed to accept the results of independent
arbitration and | ocal procedures would not
therefore automatically have fail ed.

Clr. R G Vernon-Jackson suggested that the
Menbers of Parlianment should be requested to
support measures to cure the traffic problens
in Lyndhurst.

Applications for Gants (Mnute 37)

Clr. Burdle was not satisfied with only two of
the three local rescue organisations being
funded by the Sol ent Safety Organisation. He
felt that this stance was illogical as the
organi sation they had refused to support was

| arger and better equi pped than one of the

ot hers.

Clr. Rice did not feel that it was proper to
reduce the grant of the Solent Safety

Organi sation by 50% because of this issue, as
the Organisation woul d have judged the various
applications on their nmerits and were seeking
to provi de adequate safety cover in an area
with a |l arge nunber of boats, rivers and

mari nas. He noved that the matter be referred
back for further consideration. The anmendnent
was seconded by Clr. Craig who suggested that
due regard nmust be taken of the reasons why the
Sol ent Safety Organisation had declined to
support the Voluntary Rescue Service. This

nm ght have been on safety grounds.

Fol I owi ng debate, it was agreed that the nmatter
woul d be referred back for further

consi derati on and representatives of the Sol ent
Safety Organisation invited to the neeting to
explain the reasons for their present funding

policy.
Members Al l owances (M nute 38)

Clr. W. Cdr. Bennett was pleased that the
att endance al |l owance had been increased to 7
per hal f-day but believed that ordinary
councillors were still disadvantaged conpared
with the old allowance schene. He noved that
t he basic all owance shoul d be increased by 60
to 522. The anendnent was seconded by Cdlr.
Ms. Bannister who rem nded nmenbers that
councillors needed to be suitably rewarded for
their work in order to attact good quality
candi dates at the next el ection.

Clr. Giffiths did not feel that, in tinmes of
financial restraint, an increase above the rate
of inflation could be justified. This view was
supported by Clrs. Craig and Scott.



Cllr. Maynard rem nded nmenbers that he had used
his casting vote to oppose an increase in the

| unp sum payabl e, al though he supported an

i ncrease in the attendance all owance.

AAlr. Giffiths noved that the anmendnent shoul d
be determ ned by a recorded vote, and with nore
than 15 Menbers standing to signify their
support, the Chairman asked each Menber present
for their vote on the amendnent. Each Menber
signified as foll ows: -

Vot es For Vot es Agai nst Abst enti ons
Counci |l | ors: Counci |l | ors: Council | ors:

Ms. Alldridge P. A. Baker Austin
Ms. Badl and Ms. P.D. Baker Mr. Beeton
Bai | ey Boot hby
Ms. Banni ster Bowr i ng
Wj. Cdr. Bennett Burnett
Burdl e M's. Brooks
Hoy Col es
Loveri ng M ss Cooke
Ransden Cr acknel |
Ri ce Craig
Croydon
Cul lers
G Dawson
M ss Drake
Mr Elvery
M's. Errington
G bbs
G eer
Giffiths
Hal e
Harri son
M's. Hol | oway
M's. Howe
Hut chi ns
Maynard
M's. MLean
McGeor ge
M ss Meaden
Orton
Pearce-Smth
M ss Ri ckus
M s. Robi nson
Scot t
Lt. Col. Shand
Shepherd
Si mons
Ms. Smth
Ms. Snashal |
Spi ki ns
Ms. J.K Vernon-Jackson
R G Vernon-Jackson
Wade
Wal es
Ms. Weth



(e)

(f)

Wth 10 Menbers voting in favour and 44 voting
agai nst, the anendnent was declared | ost.

Clr. Craig nmoved that the matter should be
referred back for a scheme to be devi sed based
on an inflationary increase only. The notion
was seconded by Clr. Giffiths.

Clr. Mynard ren nded nenbers that sone

neeti ngs whi ch were convened by the District
Secretary attracted travelling allowance, but

not an attendance allowance. dIr. Maynard al so
rem nded Menbers that they could claimincome
tax relief in certain circunstances.

Wth 13 Menbers voting in favour of the
anendnent and the majority voting against, the
anmendnment was decl ared | ost.

Clr. Giffiths considered that the schene
shoul d be given further consideration and noved
that it be referred back. The anendnent was
seconded by ClIr. Ms. Alldridge.

Wth 22 Menbers voting in favour of the
anendnent and 28 voting agai nst the anmendnment
was decl ared | ost.

Devel oprent Programe 1992/93 to 1995/ 96 and
Budget Strategy 1992/93 (M nute 41)

Alr. R G Vernon-Jackson asked for
clarification as to why the Wrks Conmittee were
transferring 49,000 fromtheir account to
general reserves, whereas only 43,000 showed in
t he budget of the Policy and Resources
Conmittee. He also asked that consideration
shoul d be given to using this noney to fund mnini
recycling centres, with the logo of the New
Forest Contract Services being displayed as
sponsor.

Clr. R G Vernon-Jackson was advi sed t hat
43,000 of the transferred sumwould be used to
reduce expenditure, while 6,000 would be | eft
in the reserve fund to be taken into
consideration at a | ater date.

Participative Denpcracy (M nute 47)

Cllr. Burdle was opposed to proposals to allow
the public to participate at neetings, which he
consi dered sonme people mght use as a platform
to pronote their own ends. Whilst accepting
that participative denocracy was successful in
Parish Councils he did not feel that it was
appropriate in a District Council, nor did he
feel that this would represent true denocracy.
The busi ness at neetings should be conducted by
the denocratically el ected Menbers. He noved



that the recomendati on be not adopted. The
anendnent was seconded by Clr. Geer.

Clrs. Lovering and Ms. Al ldridge opposed
public participation. The correct and
established route for nmenbers of the public to
express their views was through their elected
Menbers. They were concerned that a smal
mnority of people would pronote a very
destructive viewpoint and considered there was a
danger of public disorder if there was not
sufficiently clear and firmdirection fromthe
Chai r man.

A nunber of Menbers referred to the success of
public participation sessions in their
respective Parish Councils. The public had been
wel | behaved even on sensitive issues and had
made a positive contribution

Clr. Mss Rickus advised that public
participation could provide a valuable safety
val ve and prevent public disorder arising

t hrough frustration.

Adlr. R G Vernon-Jackson spoke of his previous
experience with a Social Services Conmittee
where custonmers had made val uabl e suggesti ons,
expandi ng the | ocal know edge al ready enjoyed by
their Councillors.

Cllr. Hoy was concerned that District
Councill ors woul d be di sadvantaged conpared to
t he public, who would not have to declare an

i nterest and | eave the neeting.

Clr. Ms. Bannister supported the experinment
proposed for the Strategic Gowh in Totton
Advi sory Committee and the Environmental
Services Committee provided the sessions were
carefully structured and controlled. She
cautioned strongly, however, against the
extension of the schenme to the Pl anning
Commi tt ee.

AAlr. Ms. J.K Vernon-Jackson advi sed Menbers
that a paper would be going to the next neeting
of the Environnmental Services Conmittee which
addressed many of these issues.

Following a full debate of the issues,
Cllr.Maynard rem nded Menbers that at present a
pil ot scheme only was proposed. He considered
that the public were entitled to put forward
their views. Oher District Councils allowed
public participation, and none had abandoned the
process.

Wth 21 Menbers voting in favour of the
anendnment and 26 voting agai nst, the anendnent
was decl ared | ost.



(9)

(h)

(i)

Snoking - Policy Review (M nute 49)

Clr. Lovering suggested that the wording of the
policy would be clearer if it was stated that
snoki ng was banned in all areas except the

speci fied snmoking areas. He also asked that the
policy should not be inplenented until the
snoki ng areas were provided

Qut si de Bodi es
Lym ngt on Har bour Comm ssioners (M nute 51)(2)

Adlr. R G Vernon-Jackson was concerned that
four of the five representatives of this Counci
on the Lym ngton Harbour Conmm ssioners were no
Il onger District Councillors. In answer to his
question Menmbers were advised that the present
representati ves had been asked whet her they
woul d be prepared to resign if requested to do
so, but had indicated that they wi shed to
continue. The recomendati on now before Menbers
woul d prevent this situation arising in the
future.

Controls on Lendi ng Surplus Council Mney -
Revi ew (M nut e 54)

Alr. Simons was concerned that the Counci
used the top eighteen building societies for
short terminvestnments, while the Fund Managers
recommended the use of the top ten. This
inplied a |l ower standard of safety than was
reconmended. He considered that this issue
needed careful thought in the light of recent
banki ng fail ures.

Clr. Maynard expressed his gratitude to the
Fund Managers who had a good record to date.

(Note: dIlr. Pearce-Snmith disclosed an interest
in respect of the grant to the Sol ent Safety
Organi sation, and having left the neeting took
no part in the consideration and voting).

RESOLVED:

(a) That the m nutes be received and the
recomendati ons be adopted subj ect
to the grant for the Solent Safety
Organi sation, as set out in Mnute
37, being referred back for further
consi der ati on.

(b) That in the Iight of the recent
support expressed by the Hanpshire
Associ ation of Local Councils that
this Council requests all Hanpshire
Pari sh Councils, particularly those
inthis District, to |obby their
| ocal County Councillors to oppose



t he recommendation to cl ose Cal shot
and that this Council also wites in
simlar terns to each of the
District’s County Councillors.

50. ROYAL HAMPSHI RE REG MENT ( REPORT A).

Menbers were advi sed of action taken by the Chairman
to preserve the nane of the Royal Hanpshire Regi nent
and its association with this Council. The Chairnan
reported orally that he had spoken to Lt. Col. M| ner
on the 8th Novenber who has reported that the Col onels
of the two Regi ments had nmet on the previous Mnday
and he was now nore confident that the nane of the
Regi mrent woul d be retained in sone form

RESOLVED:

(a) That the sentinents expressed by the
Chai rman of the Council be formally
supported; and

(b) That the Secretary of State for Defence be

(i) urged to take note of the strong and
| ongst andi ng comunity of interest
bet ween New Forest District and the
Royal Hampshire Regi nent;

(ii) advised that the Council receive
with great sadness the decision to
anal gamat e the Royal Hanpshire
Regi ment with the Queen’s Regi nent;

(iii) requested to review the decision
with a view to retaining the Royal
Hanmpshire Reginment in its present
form but

(iv) in the event of an anal gamation
bei ng necessary, to personally
ensure that the commttnment given to
anmal gamate by "nergi ng and m xi ng
with no one part submerged in
anot her" be adhered to so that the
name of the County of Hanpshire
appears in the title of the new
regiment and its enblens are
retained in the new cap badge.

51. SEALI NG OF DOCUMENTS.
RESCLVED
That the Common Seal of the Council be affixed
to any orders, deeds or documents necessary to
give effect to any decision nade at this
meet i ng.

CHAI RMVAN



(WPM N/ 36)



