30TH JULY 1990
NEW FOREST DI STRI CT COUNCI L

M nutes of the Meeting of the New Forest District Council held at
Appl etree Court, Lyndhurst on Monday, 30th July 1990.

Counci |l | ors: Counci |l | ors:
p Ms. NE Alldridge p J.M Hoy
p A E Avery p J.A G Hutchins, JP
p Ms. OA M Badl and A A Joyce
p Ms. MJ. Bannister J.D. Keating
p W). Cdr. H E. Bennett, MBE D.W Killen
p WE. B. Boothby p Ms. MC King
p E R Bowing MJ. Knill
p P. Brown p A Lee
p DS Burdle p J. Lovering
p R J. Burnett p Ms. P.J. Marlow
p Mss MA darke p J. Maynard
p J.E Coles p RF Oton
p MR Cox p Ms. S Paton
p Mss S. A Cooke p R A Penny
p J.G Craig R E. Podesta
B.A Cullers Ms. E.I. Pugh
G Dawson p C G Ranmsden
p J.J. Dawson p Ms. EMF. Randall
p Mss P.A Drake p AW Rice, TD
p Mjor S.S. Elvery p MHG R chards
p Ms. L.K Errington p WS. R ppon-Swai ne
p MG @Glpin p Ms. MJ. Robinson
p L.P. Gbbs p Ms. J.C. Safe
p A D Goodall Ms. J.K Vernon-Jackson, JP
p WJ. Geer S. S. Wade
p AJ.C Giffiths p GH Wles
S. S. Hayes p J.C Wbb, DFC
p Goup Capt. M Herniston, ME p Ms. D. Wlson
p RCH Hale p Ms. P.A Weth

O ficers Attending:
P.A.D. Hyde, R Carver, N J. Gbbs, D CGurney, E.WHughes,

E. S. Johnson, |.B. Mackintosh, Ms.MQdlis, T. Sinpson, and M ss
J. Debnam

Apol ogi es:

were received fromdlIrs. Cullers, G Dawson, Hayes, Keating, Killen, Ms
Pugh and M's Vernon-Jackson.

M NUTES.
RESOLVED:

That the mnutes of the neeting held on 21st May 1990, havi ng been
circul ated, be signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

QUEEN S BI RTHDAY HONOURS.



19.

The Chairman was pl eased to announce that in the Queen’ s Birthday
Honours List, Maldwi n Drunmond had been awarded the OBE for public
service and services to conservation; Lieutenant Col onel Jonathan

Col l'ins had been awarded the OBE for masterm nding the first phase of
redevel opment at Marchwood MIitary Port; and Doug Baverstock had been
awarded the British Enpire Medal in recognition of his outstanding
service to yachting.

CHAI RVAN' S ANNOUNCEMENTS.

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

Councillors recovering fromillnness

The Chairnan was pleased to report that dlrs. Cullers, Wng Cdr.
Bennett and Major Elvery had all resuned their duties with the
Counci|l follow ng recent adm ssion to hospital

He was al so pleased to welconme CIr. Shirley Cooke to her first
nmeeting of the Council. dIr. Mss Cooke had been el ected sone
nont hs previously, but had been prevented fromattending a
previous Council meeting through illness. The Chairnman hoped that
she woul d continue to recover fromher illness, and would be able
to take a nore active part in Council affairs.

The Chairnman al so was pleased that dlr. Mss Ann Drake was
present in spite of her recent accident in which her arm had been
br oken.

The Chai rnman announced that, on behalf of the Council, he had been
presented with an award for glass recycling by David

Heat hcot e- Anory who was a Junior Mnister in the Departnment of the
Environment. The Council had recently opened its fifteenth bottle
bank, and at the Openi ng Cerenpony Rockware had presented the
Council with an award for recycling 6,000 tons of glass. The

Chai rman congratul ated G oup Capt. Hermi ston and the Environnenta
Services Committee.

Everton Under-14's Football Team

The Chairman presented representatives of Everton Under-14's
Football Team wi th an engraved Georgi an Goblet in recognition of
their achievenments in a major world-wide tournanent in Italy in
July. They were the overall runners-up, having beaten teans from
many nationalities, including an Italian professional team

Duke of Edi nburgh’s Award Schene

The Chairman was delighted to announce that 8 |ocal young peopl e
had been anobngst the 40 recipients of the Duke of Edi nburgh’s CGold
Award at a cerenony that he had attended recently in Wnchester.

E MEl ectronics

The Chairnman was delighted to present a certificate and plaque to
the Moore fanmily of E M El ectronics who had won the Queen’s Award
for Technol ogi cal Achievement in 1990. This Brockenhurst based
conmpany were | eading designers of electronic conponents.

Par ker Bat hs Devel opnment s

The Chairnan was al so pl eased to present representatives of the



(9)

(h)

(i)

(k)

Parker family with a certificate and plaque. Trading as Parker
Bat h Devel opnents, they had received the Queen’s Award for Export
Achi everrent 1990 and the Prince of Wales Award for I|ndustrial

I nnovation for the 1980’'s. Parker Baths were based in New M Iton.

Clr. Ms. Safe

The Chairman was pl eased to announce that Clr. Ms. Jane Safe had
been re-elected to the Executive Conmittee of the Southern

Provi nci al Enpl oyers’ Organisation, and al so the Managenent
Conmittee. In addition Ms. Safe had recently been elected as the
Vi ce- Chai rman of the Hanpshire Branch of the Association of
District Councils. On behalf of those present, the Chairman
congratulated Clr. Ms. Safe on her election and thanked her for
her continued service both to this Authority and | ocal governnent
in general through the Southern Provincial Enployers O ganisation
and the Association of District Councils.

The Queen Mot her’s 90th Birthday

The Chai rnman announced that a special illuninated nessage of good
wi shes woul d be sent to the Queen Mdther fromthe people of the
New Forest to mark the occasion of her 90th birthday.

Chairman’s Charity Appeals

The Chairman announced that the present total for his appeal for
the dialysis unit at Totton was 3,798, and for the Battle of
Britain Appeal about 2,000. The fund-raising efforts would
continue until the end of Septenber.

Ron Goodwi n and d en Sar geant

The Chairman referred with regret to the death of Ron Goodwi n, a
resi dent of Totton who had been killed in an incident in Totton
followi ng one of the world cup matches, and also to the death of
d en Sargeant, the first Town Mayor of Lymi ngton after it had been
made a Pari sh.

Al'l those present stood in silent tribute to their menory.
lan Gow, MP

The Chairnman was advi sed during the neeting that lan Gow, the
Mermber of Parlianent for Eastbourne, had been killed by a car bonb
earlier in the norning. The Chairman expressed his deep regret at
this incident. M Gow had been a forner Parlianentary Private
Secretary to the Prine M nister.

Clr. Ms. Bannister reninded Menbers that |an Gow had visited
this District while he was Mnister for Housing. She considered
that the death of a man of such intelligence and integrity was a
severe loss. dlrs. Giffiths, Ms. Safe and Ms. Alldridge al so
spoke in nenory of his achievenents and qualities.

Al'l those present stood in silent tribute to his nenory.

20. CENTRAL SERVI CES COW TTEE.

clr.

Lee presented the mnutes of the neetings held on 21st May and 2nd

July 1990.



21.

22,

On the notion that the m nutes be received and the recommendati ons
adopt ed: -

(a) Conmuni ty Charge and National Non-Donestic Rate (M nute 13)

Cllr. Maynard referred to the difficulties being experienced by

| ocal businesses following increases in their rates because of the
uni form business rate. In addition the owners paid the conmunity
charge, which increased their burden. He requested the Chairman
to make a statenent.

Cllr. Lee supported the concerns expressed by dlr. Maynard. The
Council had no control over either the rateable values, or the
multiplier, and acted purely as an agent for Central Governnment in
collection. There was no power for the Council to waive or reduce
the rates, and there was a |l egal obligation to collect the noney.
The Council woul d, however, consider extended paynent facilities
in the case of hardship.

The Secretary of State considered that it would be inappropriate to
change fundanentally the liability for either the Comunity Charge or
the business rate for people who happen to live on their business

premi ses. He did recognise, however, that this group of payers m ght
need nore tinme to adapt to higher bills under the new system and he
proposed to anend the business rate transitional arrangenents, so that
from 1991/92 annual increases in the business rate would be limted to
10%in real terns instead of the current maximumof 15% A report would
be subnmitted to the Central Services Conmittee when further information
becane avail abl e.

RESOLVED
That the nminutes be received and the recomendati ons adopt ed.
EVMERGENCI ES COVWM TTEE

Cllr. Coles presented the mnutes of the neetings held on 21st May and
9th July 1990.

On the notion that the m nutes be received and the reconmendati on
adopt ed: -

RESOLVED:
That the ninutes be received and the recomendati on adopt ed.
ENVI RONMVENTAL SERVI CES COW TTEE

Clr. Goup Capt. Hermiston presented the mnutes of the neetings held
on 21st May and 7th June 1990.

On the notion that the m nutes be received: -

(a) Control of Street Trading - Hi gh Street and Environs, Lym ngton
(M nute 10)

Cllr. Coles expressed concern that controls on street trading in
Lym ngton mi ght jeopardi se the operation of the market.

Clr. Goup Capt Herm ston advi sed nenbers that the market



23.

(b)

(c)

operated by charter and would not be affected by controls on
i ndependent street traders.

Hi ghways Agency (M nute 22)

Clr. W Cdr Bennett reiterated the concern expressed by nenbers
at Hanpshire County Council’s proposals to discontinue the present
"island" agency agreenment in the District, in particular resum ng
traffic managenent responsibility. CdIlr. W Cdr Bennett was
concerned at the bureaucratic indecision that was being
denonstr at ed.

He considered that the District Council was in a better position
to judge the needs of the local comunity. He hoped that there
woul d be a strong canpaign to maintain not only the present agency
arrangenents, but also to extend the agency throughout the
District.

Clr. Goup Capt Herm ston thanked W Cdr Bennett for raising this
i ssue. The three other island agencies in Hanpshire had attended
a joint neeting at which all had expressed strong concern at the
County Council’s proposals. dIr Goup Capt Herm ston concurred
that | ocal issues were resolved nost cost-effectively through the
District Council. This Council would continue to press nost
strongly to maintain the agency area, even if it could not be

ext ended.

Acqui sition of 2 El m Avenue, New MIton (M nute 25)

Clr. Cox was concerned at the | oss of a house which he considered
could be used to house honel ess persons. He al so considered that
this was not a cost-effective nethod of providing additiona
par ki ng.

Clr. Goup Capt Hermi ston advi sed nenbers that car parking and
housi ng shoul d not be considered as operating in conflict. There
was a need for the provision of both. He agreed the cost of this
particul ar area of land was high, but it did provide the |ast |and
parcel necessary to undertake a conpl ete redevel opnent of that
area. He also advised nenbers that 2 El m Avenue was in very poor
condi ti on.

RESOLVED:

That the m nutes be received.

HOUSI NG COW TTEE.

clr.

Ms. Bannister presented the mnutes of the neetings held on 21st

May and 26th June 1990.

On the notion that the m nutes be received: -

(a)

New Forest/Help the Aged Lifeline Appeal (Mnute 13)

Clr. W Cdr Bennett rem nded nenbers that the Royal British
Legi on were very supportive in providing lifelines for ex-service
personnel, or their dependants. He conmended the Royal British
Legion as a quick and efficient source of funding, which would
save appeal funds for others. CIlr. Mjor Elvery, who was
Chairman of the New MIton Branch of the British Legion, endorsed



24,

25.

26.

this view dIr. Ms. Bannister advised nenbers that the Housing
Committee acknow edged the val uabl e assi stance provi ded by the
British Legion in this and other matters. The present appea
woul d hel p the many peopl e throughout the District who did not
qualify for help fromthe British Legion

(b) Properties in Totton (Mnute 17)
Clr. Ms Randall referred to a proposal for redevel opnent which
had been received fromsolicitors representing some of the
owner/occupiers on this estate. She considered this was a snal
mnority of the owners, and the tenants and najority of other
owners wel comed the Council’s proposals.

Clr. Ms. Bannister confirmed that the Housing Conmittee were
aware of these factors.

RESOLVED:
That the m nutes be received.
LEI SURE SERVI CES COWM TTEE

Clr. Hutchins presented the minutes of the neetings held on 21st My
and 19th June 1990.

On the notion that the m nutes be received: -
RESCOLVED:

That the minutes be received.
LI CENSI NG COMW TTEE

Clr. Rice presented the m nutes of the nmeetings held on 21st May,
31st May and 17th July 1990.

Clr. Rice welconed the support given at the ADC Conference for this
Council’s motion that |ocal authorities should have access to

i nfornmati on contained in police crimnal and DVLC records to assist in
determ ning applications for Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Vehicle
Drivers Licences.

On the notion that the m nutes be received and the reconmendati on
adopt ed: -

RESOLVED
That the ninutes be received and the recomendati on adopt ed.
PLANNI NG COVMW TTEE

Cllr. Mss Drake presented the m nutes of the nmeetings held on 21st My,
13th June, 3rd July and 11th July.

Clr. Mss Drake thanked everyone for their good w shes and cards on the
occasi on of her recent accident.

On the nption that the m nutes be received: -

(a) Pl anni ng Conmittee Advisory Wrking Party (M nute 43)
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28.

29.

Clr. W Cdr Bennett expressed concern at the new arrangenents for
site visits which he considered were unsatisfactory. He did not
consi der there had been any benefit in an objector being present
at a recent site visit.

Clr. Ms. Errington supported the new arrangenents whi ch she
consi dered woul d all ow greater discussion of such applications and
operate in a nore denocratic manner. She considered that

nei ghbour representation could be very valuable in appropriate
cases. CdlIrs. Lovering and Ms. Randall al so supported the new
arrangenents. CIlr. Ms. Randall considered that nei ghbour
representation was particularly inportant as they could not appea
agai nst a decision they disliked.

Clr. Mss Drake rem nded nmenbers of the linmtations of the
previous site visit arrangenments whi ch had been consi dered by the
Pl anning Comrittee Advisory Wirking Party, together with a nunber
of options for the future operation. She hoped that the new
system woul d i ncrease nenber involvenent and bring a greater mx
of opinion to bear on the deternination of these applications.

(b) Envi ronmental | nprovenent Grant: Menorial Hall Garden, Pilley,
Bol dre (M nute 45)

Cllr. Goodall, on behalf of Boldre Parish Council, thanked the
Committee for this grant which woul d make a val uabl e contri bution
to the works at the Menorial Hall Garden

RESOLVED
That the m nutes be received.

STRATEG C GROMH IN TOTTON COMW TTEE.

Clr. Ms. Paton presented the mnutes of the neetings held on 21st May
and 30th May 1990.

On the notion that the mnutes be received: -
RESCLVED:

That the minutes be received.
WORKS COWM TTEE.

Clr. Richards presented the mnutes of the neetings held on 21st My
and 3rd July 1990.

On the notion that the mnutes be received: -
RESCLVED:
That the minutes be received.
PCLI CY AND RESOURCES COWM TTEE
Cllr. Webb presented the mnutes of the neetings held on 21st May and

10th July 1990, and indicated that he wished to nake a statenent under
m nute 9.



On the notion that the m nutes be received and the reconmendati ons
adopt ed: -

(a) Mermbers’ Al Il owances (M nute 9)

Clr. Wbb advised nmenbers that the Departnment of the Environment
had recently advised the Council that the proposed inplenentation
date for the new all owances schene had been postponed from 1lst
August 1990. As the revised inplenentati on date had not been
announced, and could be prior to the next nmeeting of the Policy
and Resources Committee, he considered it advisable that the
proposed arrangenents should be adopted, with the starting date
only reserved. The proposals would not increase expenditure on
menbers’ all owances, and over a full year the all owances received
by nost menbers woul d be | argely unchanged. The schenme woul d be
reviewed in February 1991

Cllr. Burnett considered that the proposed changes woul d cause
consi derabl e financial loss to nenbers on invalidity and
disability benefit, and also that a flat rate would not accurately
reflect the costs incurred by nmenbers in attending neetings. This
woul d be a retrograde step, which would prevent working peopl e
from standing as Councillors. He noved an anmendnent that the
basi ¢ all owance (to include tel ephone rental) should be fixed at
240 per annum (Reconmendation (c)); and that the rate of
attendance all owance be fixed at 14 for a full day and 7 for a
hal f day (Recommendation (e)). He advised nenbers that the
District Secretary had confirned that the proposed anendnent woul d
not increase the overall expenditure on allowances, and woul d not
infringe the anticipated statutory requirenents.

The amendment was seconded by CIr. J.J. Dawson, who consi dered
that attendance at neetings shoul d be encouraged, with nenbers
paid only for attendance.

Clr. Ms. Errington had synpathy with nenbers on invalidity or
disability benefits being penalised through attendance al |l owances.
The DHSS coul d, however, change their regulations and she
considered that this matter should be pursued at a national |evel
through the ADC. She al so considered that attendance at mneetings
was the | east part of a Councillor’s duties, and a |l arger basic
al l onance woul d provide a better recognition of these additiona
duties. This view was supported by Clr. Ms. Randall

Clr. Lovering also synpathised with menbers who woul d | ose
disability benefit, and considered that those nost disadvantaged
woul d be ordinary nmenbers who attended regularly. He believed,
however, that there was nmerit in trying the proposed schene for a
year.

Clr. Ms. Bannister considered that attendance at neetings should
be rewarded, as a neasure of nenbers taking their duties
seriously. Attendance at additional visits and briefing neetings
were a val uabl e neans of training new Councillors and it would be
appropriate for an attendance allowance to be nade. She suggested
t hat payment under these circunstances could be at the discretion
of the District Secretary under Recommendation (g)(ii). dIr.

Ms. Alldridge al so considered that attendance at neetings should
be encouraged and hi ghlighted the financial |oss that mnight be
incurred by representatives of single nenber wards should they be
wor ki ng.



Cllr. Coles advised nenbers that the County Council had del ayed
the inplementation of their scheme. The regulations mght be
radically revised in the light of representations being received,
and the schene now proposed night ultimately be inappropriate. He
al so considered that in the long termthe new schenme woul d cost
nore.

Clr. Boothby was al so concerned at the possible |oss of
invalidity and disability benefits under the proposed schene.

In answer to a question fromdIlr. Wy Cdr Bennett nenbers were
advi sed that a basic rate allowance of 240 would neet the
statutory mini mum percentage of all owances.

Clr. Ms. Safe advised nmenbers that the Association of District
Councils had been critical of the regulations, and notification of
the delay in inplenentation had been received at the ADC neeti ng

t he previ ous Wednesday evening. The ADC debate had included the
Consul tative Council for Local Governmment Finance. There was
particul ar concern that should all authorities take up their ful
al l owances there would be a significant increase in |oca

gover nment expendi ture, when the Governnent was seeking a
significant reduction. There was also concern that allowances for
County Council representatives were significantly higher than for
District Councillors. She also advised nenbers that the |oss of
benefits had been raised by the ADC, but had not been heeded by

t he DHSS.

Clr. Craig considered that the proposals had taken account of
envi saged changes to the regulations, and the District Secretary
had accordingly been given discretion to anend the schene if
necessary. He hoped that the | oss of benefits would be pursued,
but commended the adoption of the schene as recomended. dlIr.
Giffiths also considered the scheme was suitable, and would
properly reconmpense nenbers for work in their Wards.

Clr. Wbb considered that the proposed schene was the nost
appropriate under the circunmstances, and would maintain
expenditure on allowances to within 1,000 of that originally
envi saged for this year. He thanked dlr. Ms. Safe for her
i nformati on on the concerns of the ADC

Wth 17 menbers voting in favour, and 24 voting against, the
anmendnment was decl ared | ost.

Cllr. Coles considered, that in the Iight of the postponenent of
the inplenmentation date of the all owances schene, this matter
shoul d be deferred until the revised regul ations, including

gui dance on inplenmentation, were received. CdIlr. Coles noved an
amendnent that this matter be deferred. The amendnment was
seconded by dIlr. Galpin, who considered that, should the

i npl enentati on date be before the next neeting of the Policy and
Resources Committee, there would be no need for a special neeting,
but that allowances coul d be backdat ed.

Clr. J.J. Dawson considered that deferral would be appropriate as
the regulations might ultimately recomend a conpletely different
schene.

Clr. Craig pointed out that nmenbers would not be able to claim
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any al |l owances in the interim period.

Clr. Wbb rem nded nenbers that the recommendati on t ook account
of the need to change the system shoul d the regul ations be
different.

Wth 20 nmenbers voting in favour, and 24 voting agai nst the
anmendment was decl ared | ost.

Clr. Ms. Bannister noved that Reconmendation (g) shoul d be
anended so that travel and attendance all owances woul d be payabl e
to those who were not nenbers of a particular Committee or
Sub-Committee but who attended under the circunstances specifi ed.
The anendnent was seconded by Clr. Lovering.

Clr. Craig was concerned at the suggestion that nenbers woul d
only atttend neetings if they were paid to do so. This view was
supported by Clr. W Cdr Bennett who referred to the restriction
pl aced on budgets by the Policy and Resources Conmmittee.

Wth 11 nmenbers voting in favour and a greater nunber voting
agai nst the amendnment was decl ared | ost.

Subj ect to the amendment of Recommendation (i) for the

i mpl enentation date to be that advised by the Secretary of State
t he substantive notion was put to the vote. Wth 25 nenbers
voting in favour, and 11 voting against, the notion was decl ared
carried.

(b) District Strategy |Inplenmentation (Progress Report) (M nute 14)
In answer to a question fromdCIr. Rice the Chairman ruled that a
matter relating to the nmagazi ne "Housi ng Choice" was not
appropriate for discussion at this nmeeting, but advised that an
itemwould be included on the agenda for the next Pl anning
Meeti ng.

RESCLVED

That the nminutes be received and the reconmendati ons adopt ed
subj ect to the amendnment of Mnute 9(i) as outlined above.

SEALI NG OF DOCUMENTS.

RESOLVED:

That the Common Seal of the Council be affixed to any Orders,
Deeds or docunents necessary to give effect to any deci sion nade
at this meeting.

CHAI RVAN



