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CABINET: 1 JUNE 2005     PORTFOLIO: ECONOMY & PLANNING 
  

 
NEW FOREST DISTRICT LOCAL PLAN FIRST ALTERATION - 
CONSIDERATION OF REPRESENTATIONS ON: 

(A) PROPOSED POST-INQUIRY MODIFICATIONS AND  
(B) THE COUNCIL’S DECISION NOT TO ACCEPT CERTAIN INSPECTOR’S 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
 
1. PURPOSE OF REPORT  
 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to ask Cabinet to consider the representations made in the 
recent public consultation on Proposed Modifications to the Local Plan First Alteration (in 
response to the Inquiry Inspector’s Report)) and to recommend to Council  that a Notice 
of Intention to Adopt the First Alteration can now be issued.  

 
2. BACKGROUND 
 

2.1 Council on 17 January 2005 agreed a number of Proposed Modifications to the New 
Forest District Local Plan First Alteration in response to the recommendations of the 
Inquiry Inspector.  The Council decided not to accept a small number of the Inspector’s 
recommendations. 

 
2.2 The Proposed Modifications, along with a statement giving reasons for not accepting 

certain recommendations, were published for public consultation over the period 11 
February – 29 March.   

 
2.3 A total of 64 people and organisations responded, making between them 190 

representations, of which 114 were objections and 76 were support. 
 
2.4  The Council now has to consider whether it is necessary to hold a further inquiry into 

any of the objections, or to issue further Proposed Modifications. If, having carefully 
considered all representations made during the February/March consultation, the 
Council decides that no further modifications need be made and that no further Inquiry 
is necessary, then the Plan can proceed towards adoption.  

 
2.5 At this advanced stage in reviewing the Local Plan, the scope for further changes is 

limited to those arising from consideration of the representations received during the 
February/March consultation.  

 
 
3. THE REPRESENTATIONS 
 

3.1 The representations received, and recommended Council responses, are summarised in 
the schedules attached at Annex 1 to this report.  There are separate schedules for 

 (A) Representations on Proposed Modifications; 
 (B) Representations on the Council’s decision not to accept certain Inspector’s 

recommendations. 

A 
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3.2 The full representations have been placed in the Members’ Room for Members to see. 
 
3.3 The main issues raised in the representations on the Proposed Modifications relate to: 

• Housing land supply, including the basis for the figures and the identification of 
reserve sites; 

• Affordable housing, including the proportion of affordable dwellings in new 
developments and the identification of settlements as ‘rural’ settlements where a 
higher proportion can be sought 

• The commitment to review employment land supply (supported)  
• Dibden Bay – including both support for and objections to the inclusion of a policy 

cross-referring to the Structure Plan policy and other Local Plan policies, as 
recommended by the Inspector  

• Transport – concerns over the safeguarding of highway land along the A326 Totton 
Western Bypass in relation to Dibden Bay and development proposals – also some 
objections to (and support for) the new policy for freight 

• New Forest – objections to the definition of back-up grazing land, and concerns over 
policies for the development/ replacement of buildings for employment purposes 

• Town centres – a concern from the Government Office for the South East that 
polices do not reflect fully the provisions of PPS6, Planning for Town Centres 
(published March 2005)  

• Site specific representations including objections to the reservation of land west of 
Crow Lane, Ringwood for housing and employment, the deletion of the Lynes Farm 
employment land reservation and the deletion of the open space allocation at 
Loperwood, Totton. 

 
3.4 Other representations related to the Council’s decision not to accept Inspector’s 

Recommendations relating to: 
• The possible allocation of land adjoining Fawley Power Station for employment 

development 
• The definition of areas close to town centres for the purpose of higher density 

development as 400 metres from the edge of the town centre  
• The possible identification of land at Loperwood, north of Totton for housing. 

 
3.5 The recommended responses to the representations are set out in full in the schedules 

at Annex 1.   
 
 
4. THE NEXT STAGES 
 

4.1 It is recommended that, having regard to the reasons set out in the “Response” columns 
in Annex 1, no further modifications need be made to the New Forest District Local Plan 
First Alteration and neither is it necessary to hold a further Public Inquiry.  

 
4.2 Cabinet should therefore recommend to Council (13th June) that the Local Plan First 

Alteration can now proceed to adoption.   
 
4.3 The Regulations specify that a Notice of Intention to Adopt should be published, stating 

that the First Alteration will be adopted 28 days after the publication of the notice.  
Unless the Secretary of State has issued a Direction not to adopt, the First Alteration will 
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become part of the statutory Development Plan after the 28 days.  A Notice of Adoption 
is then issued.  After this there is a 6 week period in which any person aggrieved by the 
plan and wishes to challenge its validity can apply on certain grounds to the High Court 
to have the whole plan or part of it quashed. 

 
 
5. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS 
 

5.1 The consideration of environmental implications has been an integral part of the process 
of preparing the New Forest District Local Plan First Alteration throughout the process. 

 
 
6. FINANCIAL AND CRIME AND DISORDER IMPLICATIONS 
 

6.1 None arising directly from this report. 
 
 
7. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

7.1 It is RECOMMENDED that Cabinet recommend to Council that: 
 

i) No further modifications be made to the New Forest District Local Plan First Alteration 
in response to representations received on the Proposed Modifications and on the 
Council’s decision not to accept certain Inspector’s recommendations (as published on 
11th February 2005);  

 
ii) No further Public Inquiry be held into the objections received; 
 
iii) The Council publishes the Notice of Intention to Adopt (28 days after the date of 

publication of the Notice) the New Forest District Local Plan First Alteration 
incorporating the Proposed Modifications published on 11 February 2005, and that 
following the expiry of the period given in the Notice of Intention to Adopt, the New 
Forest District Local Plan First Alteration be adopted; 

 
(iv) The Head of Policy, Design and Information be authorised, in publishing the adopted 

New Forest District Local Plan First Alteration, to make any necessary editing changes, 
corrections and updating which do not materially affect the Plan’s proposals. 

 
 
 
 
Further information:       Background papers: 
Graham Ashworth       Representations received on 
Team Leader, Policy & Plans      Proposed Modifications and the 
Tel: 023 8028 5352       Council’s decision not to accept 
E-mail:graham.ashworth@nfdc.gov.uk    certain Inspector’s    
         recommendations. 
 
 
Pdi/Policy/Lpreview/Inspector’s report/Cabinet report 1 June 05/349.19/6.05.05 




















































































































