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MILFORD-ON-SEA VILLAGE DESIGN STATEMENT  
 
 
1. INTRODUCTION 
 

1.1 In line with the Countryside Agency's initiative to encourage 
communities to prepare Village Design Statements, Milford-on-Sea 
Parish Council has produced a Village Design Statement (VDS) for 
their parish. The purpose of this report is to consider the Parish 
Council's request that their VDS should be adopted as Supplementary 
Planning Guidance to the New Forest District Local Plan.  A copy of 
the VDS is attached at Appendix 1 to this report. 

 
2. CONTENTS OF THE GUIDANCE 
 

2.1 The VDS outlines the main features of the environment that the 
community like and dislike, and current policies and projects to 
improve the area.  It then provides general design guidance for the 
parish as a whole, with more detailed views for various area within it.   

 
3. COMMENT 
 

3.1 The VDS largely accords with the current adopted New Forest District 
Local Plan and with the First Alteration First Stage Deposit, except in 
one particular regard which is the desire of the Parish Council to limit 
the height of new development within the village (see last two 
paragraphs on page 7 of the VDS).  Members will have considered 
this issue today in the context of their discussion on the Revised 
Deposit version of the New Forest District Local Plan First Alteration.  
It would be appropriate to add a footnote to the last two paragraphs on 
page 7 of the VDS that records the decision taken by the Council on 
this matter. 

 
4. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 

4.1 None arising from this report. 
 
5. CONSULTATION 
 

Community involvement 
5.1 In preparing the VDS, the Parish Council sought to involve the 

community of Milford-on-Sea.  A statement of the procedures that they 
followed is attached at Appendix 2 to this report, and will be made 
available with the VDS.  This is considered to satisfy the requirement 
of PPG12 paragraph 3.16. 

 
Views of local Members 
5.2 It is understood that Councillor M Kendal and Councillor Pemberton 

support the VDS and the Parish Council's wish to limit the height of 
new development. 



 
6. ECONOMY & PLANNING PORTFOLIO HOLDER COMMENTS 
 

6.1 The Portfolio Holder wishes to support the VDS but will need to 
consider whether the proposed height restriction could result in 
increased costs  arising from planning appeals. 

 
7. ENVIRONMENTAL AND CRIME AND DISORDER IMPLICATIONS 
 

7.1 The VDS seeks to protect and enhance the environment of Milford-on-
Sea parish.  There are no crime and disorder implications. 

 
8. OTHER OPTIONS CONSIDERED 
 

8.1 Not relevant to this report. 
 
9. CONCLUSION 
 

9.1 Subject to the addition of a footnote to the last two paragraphs on 
page 7 of the VDS as explained in paragraph 3.1 of this report,  
it is RECOMMENDED that the Milford-on-Sea Village Design 
Statement be adopted as Supplementary Planning Guidance to the 
New Forest District Local Plan. 
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