
 

 

PORTFOLIO : ECONOMY AND PLANNING 
 
CABINET – 4TH SEPTEMBER 2002 
 
SOUTH EAST REGIONAL TRANSPORT STRATEGY – CONSULTATION DRAFT
 
1. INTRODUCTION 
 1.1 The purpose of this report is to inform Members about the 

Consultation Draft of the Regional Transport Strategy, produced by 
the South East England Regional Assembly and to determine a 
response from this Council. 

 
1.2 The Regional Transport Strategy, once finalised, will have a major 

impact on transport investment in the region and set a regional basi
for local transport policies in Local Transport Plans and Developmen
Plans. 

1.3 New Forest District lies on the outer western edge of the South Eas
region (see Map 2.1) 

 
2. SUMMARY OF THE STRATEGY 

2.1 A copy of the full Consultation Document has been placed in the 
Members’ Room. The document includes a useful short summary 
(including the proposed policies) and this is attached as Appendix 1
this report. 

2.2 The title of the document – “From Crisis to Cutting Edge” 
encapsulates the strategy. Quite clearly, the transport systems in th
region are seen as currently failing to meet needs. The (optimistic) 
vision for the future is “a high quality transport system to act as a 
catalyst for continued economic growth and provide for an improved
quality of life for all in a sustainable and socially inclusive manner; a
regional transport system which by 2021 matches the standards of 
best in North West Europe.”  

2.3 The strategy’s aims include: 
• support the regional economy,, 
• help those who are socially excluded, 
• support the region’s national and international gateway role, 
• reduce the domination of the car and lorry, by giving priority to 

investment in public transport and other non-car modes, 
• reduce the rate of traffic growth. 

 
2.4 Key proposals include: 

• new or improved cross-London public transport services, 
• focusing on transport hubs in the region (reflecting economic 

activity and “gateways”) and key transport corridors, including 
improving inter-regional links – see Map 6.1.  Southampton is 
identified as a regional “hub” and a “gateway” with regional 
“spokes” across the New Forest (the A31), going eastwards 
across south Hampshire to connect across the south coast with
the Channel tunnel; and going northwards to connect the Londo
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area and with the Midlands via the M3 and A34, and the cross-
country rail corridor. 

• major investment in public transport (rail and bus) – including the 
South Hampshire Rapid Transit system (South Hampshire is 
identified as a “regional priority area” in both the Regional 
Planning Strategy and the draft Regional Transport Strategy), 

• substantial enhancement of the rail freight capacity  - including 
upgrading the Southampton-West Midlands route, 

• selective investment in the road network at key bottle necks, 
• the introduction of Mobility Management measures through 

development plans and/or local transport plans – including a co-
ordinated approach to parking policies and the possibility of road 
user charging (Thames Valley area is suggested), 

• emphasis on links with other parts of Europe, 
• encouraging Southampton Airport to sustain and enhance its role 

as an airport of regional significance 
 

3. OFFICER COMMENT 

3.1 The basic aims and principles of the draft Regional Transport Strategy 
should be supported. Many of them are clearly embodied in national 
guidance, local transport plans and strategies, and development 
plans. 

 
3.2 The policies focus on capacity improvements, mainly in public 

transport infrastructure. However, it is not clear whether the measures 
proposed are sufficiently radical and extensive to achieve the aims of 
putting the region “as good as the best region in North West Europe 
by 2021”. Given the current scale of the problems and the increasing 
demands for transport, the transport “crisis” in the south east region is 
likely to get worse unless: 
• major improvements are forthcoming in the capacity of transport 

systems in the region;  
• ways can be found of stemming the growth in travel demands and 

successfully diverting travel modes towards walking, cycling and 
public transport. This will need practical solutions that result in 
non-car modes being (relative to the car) the most convenient 
and/or least cost ways of travelling; and 

• a substantial increase is forthcoming in funding available for 
public transport, including in areas such as New Forest District. 

 

3.3 With regard to Policy T8 (Airport development), the implications of the 
statement that the Regional Assembly “encourages Southampton 
Airport to sustain and enhance its role as an airport of regional 
significance" need to be assessed. What would be the implications for 
the surrounding areas, including this District? How much of a 
constraint is the length of the runway?  There could be major 
implications for the M27 and the railway (including the effect on 
planned railway improvements) if the runway were to be extended to 
allow the Airport to achieve its full potential?  



 

 

3.4 Policy T9 refers to the encouragement of short sea shipping 
connections linking into the wider European network; and Policy T21 
states that Development Plans should safeguard wharves, depots and 
others sites which are, or could be, critical in developing infrastructure 
for the movement of freight, particularly by rail or water. However, the 
draft strategy does not make any policy statements directly relating to 
Dibden Bay.   

3.5 With regard to Policy T13 (Development of the public transport 
network): 

 (i) the Regional Transport Strategy should aim to ensure that real 
improvements are forthcoming in public transport services in areas 
such as New Forest District, as well as in and between the proposed 
regional transport “hubs”. This is likely to need substantial increases 
in funding for relatively small scale local measures and support. This 
needs to be considered alongside the major regional infrastructure 
proposals specified in the draft strategy. 

 (ii) the strategy should ensure real improvements in rail capacity and 
services within the region – both for passengers and freight; 

 (ii) a recent study commissioned by Hampshire County Council makes 
it clear that Quality Bus Partnerships on their own will not deliver "area 
wide" higher patronage of bus services in areas where the bus 
services are not commercially viable (i.e. have to be subsidised by the 
Local Authority) or the services are not frequent (say less than 4/hr).  
In the NF area there is perhaps only one corridor (Waterside to 
Southampton) that is likely to be the subject of a QBP in the next few 
years; 

3.6 Policy T18 deals with parking provision. It allows for local levels of 
parking provision for non-residential developments to be within 30% 
and 100% of the maximum level of provision set out in PPG13. 
Provision in a largely rural District like this one would be expected to 
be generally towards the upper end of this range. This policy is 
consistent with the approach to local parking standards recommended 
to Cabinet in April this year with regard to the Local Plan Alterations. 

 
4. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
 4.1 None directly arising from this report. 
 
5. CRIME AND DISORDER IMPLICATIONS 
 

5.1 None directly arising from this report. 
 
6. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
 6.1 The stated aims of the draft Regional Transport Strategy include 

reducing the environmental impact and resource consumption of the 
transport system.  

 



 

 

7. PORTFOLIO HOLDER’S COMMENTS 
 

7.1 Although the Portfolio Holder supports the essential aims of the 
Transport Strategy, he believes that no policy will be effective unless it 
incorporates a commitment by Central Government to fully fund public 
transport alternatives.  

 
8. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
 8.1 That the Council response to the consultation on the draft Regional 

Transport Strategy on the basis of the comments set out above in 
Section 3 of this report and other points raised by the Cabinet.  

 
 
 
Further Information: 
Graham Ashworth, 
Team Leader,  
Policy and Plans,  
Telephone: 023 8028 5352 
e-mail:graham.ashworth@nfdc.gov.uk 

Background Papers: 
None 
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