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CABINET - 7 NOVEMBER 2001

PARKING PROVISION ON DEVELOPMENT SITES

1 Introduction

1.1 The attached report (Appendix 1), requested by the Economy and Planning Review
Panel, was considered by the Panel on 17 October.

1.2 In introducing the report, officers referred to the Council's commitment to policies
aimed at reducing car dependency through its corporate plan, Local Agenda 21, the
Hampshire Local Transport Plan and the District Local Plan .  The Panel was also
reminded of the shift in government policy away from roadbuilding and towards
alternatives to the car, which went back nearly ten years.  This was reflected in
government guidance evolved over that period, and officers' response to that
guidance was to work in partnership with Hampshire County Council as local
transport authority to make national policy work in a way which was sensitive to local
circumstances.  Officers outlined the current process of change in car parking policy
both at the national and local level within this context.

1.3  With specific reference to Recommendation 7.2, officers pointed out that exceptions
to the use of the Council's own local standards would occur in the case of a few large
development proposals which would be subject to national (PPG13) standards (see
paragraph 2.1 of the report).  Otherwise the Council could set its own standards and
was responsible for their implementation, but needed to do this within the context of
guidance set out by national government and by the Hampshire strategic authorities
(Hampshire County Council and the City Councils of Portsmouth and Southampton).

1.4 Officers also indicated that recommendations for revised local parking standards in
accordance with Recommendation 7.3 of the report would be brought to the Panel in
the course of the next few months.

1.5 Members of the Panel expressed the following concerns:

•  parking control is an ineffective tool in influencing car use or ownership
•  the District needs its own guidance on parking provision reflecting a different

point of view from the national and (emerging) Hampshire guidance
•  overspill parking from developments underprovided with parking space (in

particular residential developments) threatens road safety and the local
environment.

1.6 The Panel resolved as follows:

1 That the Panel does not agree with the Council's current policies for car
parking provision on development sites, the national parking space limits
for large developments set out in Annex D of PPG13 and the progress
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made towards final adoption by the county and unitary councils in
Hampshire of Hampshire Parking Strategy and Standards 2001.

2 That there should be an immediate review of the Council's current
parking policies and standards.

2 Comment

2.1 With regard to the Panel's first recommendation, officers maintain that the steps
described in paragraphs 1.3 to 1.5 of their report, reflecting technical work carried out
over a period of nearly two years and shortly to reach a final conclusion, represent
progress as described.

2.2 The Panel disagrees with the national maximum standards (or limits) set out in the
March 2001 revision of PPG13.  While for some land uses these are lower than the
Council's current limits, for others they are identical.  Bearing in mind the small
number of development proposals to which they are likely to apply in this District,
their status as national policy and evidence that Government is prepared to enforce
their application where necessary through its various powers of intervention, officers
are unaware of any convincing reason why the Council should resist them.

2.3 The Panel also disagrees with the Council's current policies for car parking provision.
The policies set out in Annex 1 to the report to the Panel are

first, those of the adopted District Local Plan and

second, those recently proposed by the full Council in the form of alterations to
the adopted Plan, following consultation with both the Panel and the
Planning Development Control Committee in June this year.

Early next year officers will be recommending changes to the latter policies in the
light of representations received during the statutory deposit period (July -
September 2001).

2.4 With regard to the Panel's second recommendation, as reported in paragraph 1.3
above a review of the Council's current standards is already under way and a further
report will be made within a few months.  The final form and content of the
Hampshire-wide document will be a key consideration in this review, and there would
be no benefit in attempting to complete it in advance of final decisions at the county
level which are also expected soon.  The officers' report will also address the specific
concerns raised at paragraph 1.5.

3 Environmental, financial and crime and disorder implications

3.1 These are as set out in sections 4 to 6 of the appended report.
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4 RECOMMENDATION

4.1 That the Cabinet notes the views of the Economy and Planning Review Panel,
including the Panel’s desire for an early review of the Council's current
standards.

4.2 That in the course of the next few months report(s) be brought before the
Economy and Planning Review Panel and Cabinet recommending changes to
the Council's current policies and standards, having regard to:

(a) the final adoption by the county and unitary councils in Hampshire of
Hampshire Parking Strategy and Standards 2001

(b) concerns expressed by Members about the specific circumstances of New
Forest District

(c) representations received regarding the relevant policies in the deposited
First Alteration to the District Local Plan

4.3 That no changes be made to the Council's current policies and standards, in
advance of consideration of the report(s) referred to in recommendation 4.2.

Further information: Background papers:

Patrick Hughes Hampshire County Council Environment
Policy, Design and Information Division Policy Review Committee 17.9.01:  Item 7:
Appletree Court, Lyndhurst Hampshire Parking Strategy and Standards
(023) 8028 5355 2001

E-mail:  patrick.hughes@nfdc.gov.uk
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